
 
Request Form for General Education Certification:  
Humanities Requirement: (Except FYSM, please include a syllabus)  
Faculty Member(s): Annie C. Higgins 
Course Number:  ARST 100  [NEW COURSE] 
Course Name: Introduction to the Arab and Islamic World 
Department of faculty member(s): Asian Studies/IIST 
 
Course Description: 
This course introduces Arab and Islamic World cultures through readings, audiovisual materials, 
and videoconferences.  We will explore literature, music, art, architecture, Islam and other 
religions, and everyday life.  These expressions enable us to trace ethnic, religious, and national 
identities and how they reflect historical trends and evolving social progress. 
 

I. Explain how the proposed course satisfies the following Approval Criteria for 
Humanities: 
1. The primary purpose of the course is the examination of particular expressions of 

human culture in their social, historical, intellectual, aesthetic, or ethical 
dimensions. 

 
In this course, ARST 100, Introduction to the Arab and Islamic World, students 
explore literature, music, art, religion and social characteristics of Arab and Islamic 
societies. Topics range from early traditions to the present. 

 
2. The course must analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in these 

cultural expressions. 
 
The course analyzes the range of ways in which ideas are represented, interpreted, or 
valued in intellectual, artistic, and religious expressions in Arab and Muslim contexts. 
 
3. The course must examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the 

appropriate discipline(s). 
 

Students in this course examine primary source materials such as poetry, fiction, the 
Qur’an, as well as photographic and audiovisual representations of artwork, 
architecture, music, and Qur’anic recitation. They will also visit a local mosque and 
interface with Muslims practicing their religious traditions. 
 
Written materials include: 
Kanafani, Ghassan. Men in the Sun. 
Salih, Tayeb. The Dawm Tree of Wad Hamid. 



Modern poetry of: Adunis, Mahmoud Darwish, Muhammad Maghout, Nazik al-
Malaika, Nizar Qabbani, and others. 
Pre-Islamic and Classical poetry of: Khansaa’, Labid, Mutanabbi, Ma‘arri. 
The Holy Qur’an. 
 
Music featuring: Abdul-Halim Hafiz, Cheb Khaled, Fadel Shaker, Fayrouz, Umm 
Kulthoum, and others. 

 
4. The course must require students to interpret the material in writing assignments 

(or alternatives that require equally coherent and sustained analysis). 
 
Students analyze the primary course materials in near-weekly Response Papers of 
350-500 words, an Oral Presentation with written guide, and a Final Paper of 1500 
words. 

 
II. Please provide an example of a signature assignment that the proposed course 

would use to enable assessment of the humanities learning outcome, using the 
evidence and grading rubric for the respective outcome 
 

Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions 
of human culture. (List Outcome 1 on Syllabus) 
 
Evidence: Paper or equivalent assignment in which students analyze an idea or ideas related to the 
course content employing the concepts, methods or practices appropriate to the discipline. 

 
Standard At least 80% of students score 3 or 4 on rubric. 
 
Rubric for SLO 1 

Does not meet expectations 
1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets expectations 3 Exceeds Expectations 4 

Paper (or equivalent) 
disregards or fails to 
coherently engage the idea 
or ideas.  It may lack any 
appropriate pattern of 
structure or development.   
Paper (or equivalent) fails 
to employ concepts, 
methods or practices 
appropriate to the 
discipline. Paper (or 
equivalent) shows severe 
deficiencies in reading and 
writing college-level 
English or the Target 
Language of the course. 

Paper (or equivalent) 
is unsatisfactory in 
multiple ways.  It 
displays serious 
weaknesses in 
composition and 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas, and does not 
adequately employ 
concepts, methods and 
practices appropriate 
to the discipline.  

Paper (or equivalent) is 
competent, though 
sometimes marginally so.  
It displays adequate 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas and satisfactory 
employment of concepts, 
methods or practices 
appropriate to the 
discipline.  Paper (or 
equivalent) demonstrates 
proficiency in the 
conventions of written 
English or the Target 
Language of the course. 

Paper (or equivalent) 
displays cogent analysis 
of the idea or ideas and 
informed employment of 
concepts, methods or 
practices appropriate to 
the discipline.  Paper (or 
equivalent) demonstrates 
excellent composition 
skills in English or the 
Target Language of the 
course. 

 



 
 
 
Outcome 2:  Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline 
and interpret the material in writing assignments (or alternatives that require equally coherent 
and sustained analysis). 
 
Evidence: Paper or equivalent assignment involving description, contextualization and 
interpretation of primary source. 
 
Standard: 80% of students receive a score of 3 or 4 on each dimension. 
 

Rubric for SLO 2 
 

 
ARST 100 Signature Assignment: Analysis of Primary Source (This assignment will assess 
both outcome 1 and 2) 
 
Final Paper, 5 pages (1350-1500 words), due in the last week of class. 

Dimension Does not meet 
expectations 1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets 
expectations 3 

Exceeds 
expectations 4 

Description: 
identify and/ or 
describe the 
primary source 

Incorrect 
identification, 
description is 
inaccurate, 
inappropriate 

Identification/ 
description is 
insufficient, 
ambiguous, 
lacks detail 

Identification/ 
description is 
accurate, 
adequately 
detailed despite 
omissions 

Identification/ 
description is 
stated clearly and 
comprehensively 
and includes 
relevant information 

Context:  
situate the 
primary source 
in terms of 
time, place, 
genre, and/or 
discipline 

Little or no 
description of 
context, or 
irrelevant 
contextualization 

Some 
description of 
context, but not 
adequate 

Primary source is 
reasonably 
contextualized; 
contextualization 
is in terms of 
more than one 
context 

More nuance and 
sophistication in 
terms of situating 
the primary source; 
student 
contextualizes 
primary source in 
terms of multiple 
contexts 

Interpretation:   Paper does not 
move beyond 
description, or 
offers inaccurate 
or irrelevant 
interpretation 
not connected to 
description 

Paper 
marginally 
moves beyond 
description; 
student offers 
inadequate or 
irrelevant 
evaluation; not 
reasonable 
connection to 
description and 
context. 

Interpretation is 
reasonably 
connected to the 
description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation that is 
less than 
comprehensive. 

Interpretation 
arises from 
description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation 
supported by the 
contextualization 
and description; 
student’s insight 
takes into account 
the complexities of 
the primary source. 



 
Text: 
Kanafani, Ghassan. Men in the Sun. CO: Three Continents, 1998. 
 
Discuss two of these three questions: 
What seems realistic and what seems like fantasy? 
Where do you find alienation and where do you find sociability? 
Where do you find trust and where do you find distrust? 
 
Situate your analysis of your two questions in the context of characters’ varied responses to 
personal, political, and historical circumstances of the novel’s frame. Consider the atmospheres, 
motifs, narrative structures, and aspirations versus realities, and how they affect the story. How 
do these fit within the culture we are studying? 
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Syllabus ARST 100 
Introduction to Arab and Islamic World Studies [3 credits]  

Asian Studies/International and Intercultural Studies 
College of Charleston 

Counts toward Religious Studies Major 
 
Instructor: Dr Tahani Higgins  
Office: JC Long 329  
Office hours: MW 3:30-4:30 and by appt.  
Telephone: 843-953-4801 
email: higginstc@cofc.edu  
 
Course Description 
This course introduces Arab and Islamic World cultures through readings, audiovisual materials, and 
videoconferences.  We will explore literature, music, art, architecture, Islam and other religions, and everyday 
life.  This expressions will enable us to trace ethnic, religious, and national identities and how they reflect 
historical trends and evolving social progress. 

Course Objectives 
This course is an invitation to hear voices of the contemporary Arab and Islamic world and to see aspects of the 
culture visually and perceptively. We will explore culture through geography, creativity, religions – Islam and 
others, music, art, and everyday life. We will begin by defining the Arab region of the Middle East and North 
Africa from Morocco to Iraq, as well as regions of the Islamic world, primarily in Asia. You will be asked to 
participate through class discussions and response papers. Our focus is on today’s world, but we will take into 
account historical phenomena and their enduring presence in the regions and in the cultures. We will trace 
concepts of ethnic, religious, historical, and national identity through art, architecture, literature, music and 
social progress. This will enable us to examine various ways that people understand their own culture, 
appreciate it, criticize it, and seek to improve it. At the conclusion of the course, you will find your own 
individual ways of appreciating Arab and Islamic cultures, of communicating with people from these cultures, 
and conveying what you have learned to others from your own culture. You will learn to focus your discussion 
and to present meaningful evidence. Reading will activate your writing talents. In accordance with General 
Education requirements, by the end of this course students will have an emerging knowledge of Arab and 
Islamic cultures. 
No prerequisites. All readings are in English. 
 
Required Textbooks 
Bowen, D. and E. Early. Everyday Life in thee Muslim Middle East,2nd edition. Indiana University Press, 2002. 
Emerick, Y. Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Islam, 3rd edition.Alpha, 2011.  
Hammond Map. Greater Middle East Region. American Map Corporation, 2002. 
Kanafani, G. Men in the Sun. Translated by H. Kilpatrick. Three Continents, 1998.  
Rasmussen, Anne. Women, the Recited Qur’an, and Islamic Music in Indonesia. University of California Press, 
2010. 
 
Excerpts from the following will be provided in class and/or as pdfs in Oaks. 
Blogs, especially tracing life in the wake of revolutions often termed ‘the Arab Spring’. 
Packet of Arabic Short Stories in translation. 
Bloom, J. and S. Blair. Islamic Arts. Phaidon Press. 
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Student Learning Outcomes 
Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in various expressions of human 
culture. 
 
Outcome 2: Students examine relevant source materials as understood by the discipline and interpret the 
material in writing assignments and oral presentations. 
 
These outcomes will be assessed with a term paper. 
 
Course Requirements 
Our classroom is a learning community, and our community is complete only when every member is present. 
Come to class! Get contact information from two classmates, minimum. If you must miss a class, then consult a 
classmate about our session, or see me in office hours: Please do not request a class recap from me via email. 
Check Oaks. Participation means you are present. Absence will be excused only by a Health Service 
notification or a personal note on paper, not email. Three unexcused absences will result in the loss of all your 
Participation points. Written assignments, typed double-spaced on 8-1/2” x 11” paper and stapled, will earn 
full credit only when submitted on time. See below. You will submit approximately 15-20 pages of written 
material altogether, as follows: You will prepare a brief Response Paper approximately each week [350-500 
words], written preparation for you Oral Presentation, and a five-page Final Paper. Topics will be based on our 
class discussions and research. The choice of topics for the five-page paper will be given two weeks before the 
due date: you will submit a preliminary argument summary, and you must get my approval on this. If you don’t, 
you might write a paper that does not fulfill the assignment. It is your responsibility to make sure your paper 
topic is approved. The Oral Presentations will involve small groups dealing with a germane question through 
an interview or skit: three minutes per person maximum. Take it seriously. Make it performance quality. Extra 
Credit: A one-page typed response to an event relevant to our class will earn two points toward the grading 
category of greatest need, except Participation. Oaks: Check Contents and Course Materials regularly. Check 
your g.cofc.edu email inbox. 
 
Grade 
Attendance/Participation 20% 
Response Papers  50% 
Final Paper   20% 
Oral Presentation  10% 
    100% 
Grading Scale     
A 95-100, A- 90-94, B+ 86-89, B 83-85, B- 80-82, C+ 76-79, C 73-75, C- 70-72, D+ 65-69, D 60-64 
Do It! College of Charleston Honor Code and Academic Integrity 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 
Any violation of Honor Code rules will be reported the University Committee on Academic Misconduct and 
handled according to University policy. 
 
Schedule: 
Additions or variations in assignments will be announced in class.  
Read the text before the date shown. Assignments are due on Monday. 
Wk Date Reading Assignment and Class Activities Written 

Assignment. Hand 
in on this date. 

1 
Lit 

21aug/w 
 

Introduction to Arab Culture. Introductions 
amongst ourselves. Geography of Arab World. 

 

 23aug/f Arabic literature: Brief historical overview and  
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 modern literary trends. Poetry and prose. 
Short story: Saleh, Dawm Tree of Wad Hamid, 
1-14. 

2 
Lit 

26aug/m Short story: Saleh, Dawm Tree of Wad Hamid, 
14-28. 
Introduce author Ghassan Kanafani 
Assign Groups for presentations. 

R1: Short Story, 
Dawm Tree 
Last day W/D 

 28aug/w Kanafani, Men in the Sun, 1-20.  
 30aug/f Kanafani, Men in the Sun, 21-34.  
3 
Mus 

2sep/m Kanafani, Men in the Sun, 35-47. 
Guest speaker: Dr. Ghazi Abuhakema on 
growing up in a Palestinian refugee camp. 

R2: Men in the Sun 

 4sep/w 
 

Traditional Arabic music. Instruments. 
Rhythms. Topics, Gender issues. [Videos]. 
Artists: Umm Kulthoum, Abdel Halim Hafez, 
Fayrouz. [Videos]. 

 

 6sep/f Evolution of music styles and lyrics. [Videos] 
Hiphop, rap, North African rai, Arab diaspora. 
Fusion, Arabic/Hebrew music, Arabic/Greek, 
Arabic/African Gnawa: Essouaira festival. 
Arabic version of ‘American Idol.’ [Videos] 

 

4 
Mus 

9sep/m Rasmussen. Recited Qur’an.  

 11sep/w Rasmussen. Recited Qur’an.  
 13sep/f Field trip to King Street Mosque. Bring your youtube 

music clip to 
present! 

5 
Art 

16sep/m 
Art 

Introduction to Art: Calligraphy, religious 
influence on artistic expressions 
Bloom, “Pens,” 57-78. 

R3: Music 

 18sep/w Islamic art 
Videoconference: Dr. Heather Ecker, Agha 
Khan Museum of Islamic Art, Toronto 

Room change: 

 20sep/f Islamic art 
Bloom, “Draped Universe,” 79-98. 

 

6 
Art 

23sep/m Developments in Art 
Article and websites. 

R4: On discussion 
with Dr. Ecker 

 25sep/w Contemporary Art: sculpture, painting, graffiti, 
posters, political cartoons 
Packet and Higgins powerpoint. 

 

 27sep/f Contemporary Art and the Gulf countries, 
museums, auctions, collections. 
Article. 

 

7 
Archi 

30sep/m 
Architec 

Architecture: Historical urban and rural 
structures. Hasan Fathy, Egyptian architect. 
Bloom, “Mosques,” 21-31 

R5: Modern art 
1oct/t Last day: 
apply to graduate 

 2oct/w Bloom, “Mosques,” 32-41. Room change: 
Paradiso Café 
51 S. Market Street 
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 4oct/f Bloom, “Mosques,” 42-56  
8 
Archi 

7oct/m World’s tallest skyscrapers: Burj Khalifeh in 
Dubai, tower in Mecca. Articles. 

R6: Architecture 

 9oct/w Film: Children of Shatila, part 1. Room change 
 11oct/f Film: Children of Shatila, part 2. Room change 

 
9 14oct/m FALL BREAK  
 16oct/w FALL BREAK  
 18oct/f FALL BREAK   
10 
Relig 

21oct/m Emerick, Complete Idiot’s Guide to Islam.  

 23oct/w Emerick. Islam. Last day W grade 
 25oct/f Article. Rahman. Islam.  
11 
Relig 

28oct/m Islam and other religions: Christian and Jewish 
communities and history. 

R7 Islam 

 30oct/w Guest Speaker: Arabic Instructor Dolly Raad  
 1nov/f Sufism. 

Article. Schimmel. 
 

12 
Life 

4nov/m Bowen. Everyday life, 1-21. 
 

R8 Society and 
Everyday Life 

 6nov/w Bowen. Everyday life, 22-41.  
 8nov/f Bowen. Everyday life, 78-97. 

 
 

13 
Life 

11nov/m Bowen. Everyday life, 121-135, 155-168. 
 

 

 13nov/w Bowen. Everyday life, 190-221. 
 

 

 15nov/f Bowen. Everyday life, 221-244. 
 

 

14 18nov/m Current events and blogs R9: Argument 
Summary for Final 
Paper due. 

 20nov/w Open Forum. 
Rehearse Presentations in Groups. 

 

 22nov/f Oral Presentations.  
15 25nov/m Oral Presentations. R10: Quotes and 

references for Final 
Paper due. 

 27nov/w THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY  
 29nov/f THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY  
16 2dec/m Last class. Party!! Final Paper due. 
 3dec/t READING DAY  
 4dec/f- 

11dec/f 
Final 
Exams 

 

 
Signature Assignment: 
 


	ARST 100.HUMS.Gen Ed copy.pdf
	ARST 100.syl.Gen Ed copy

