
 
Request Form for General Education Certification:  
Humanities Requirement: (Except FYSM, please include a syllabus)  
Faculty Member(s): Annie C. Higgins 
Course Number:  LTAR 221  [NEW COURSE] 
Course Name: Islamic World Literature [in English translation] 
Department of faculty member(s): Asian Studies/IIST 
 
Course Description: 
This course presents works in English translation originally composed in Arabic, Persian, and 
Turkish from the sixth to the fifteenth century A.D.  Genres and topics include poetry, prose, 
epic, Andalusian writings, philosophy, Sufi mysticism, biography of the prophet Muhammad, 
and pre-Islamic poetry.  We will examine the changing roles of literature through these historical 
periods. 
 

I. Explain how the proposed course satisfies the following Approval Criteria for 
Humanities: 
1. The primary purpose of the course is the examination of particular expressions of 

human culture in their social, historical, intellectual, aesthetic, or ethical 
dimensions. 

 
In this course, LTAR 221, Islamic World Literature, students explore Arabic, Persian, 
and Turkish literature, including poetry, prose, epic, religious, and biographical 
genres. Topics span from the pre-Islamic period of the sixth century to the fifteenth 
century A.D. 
 
2. The course must analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in these 
cultural expressions. 
 
The course analyzes the ways in which ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in 
intellectual, creative, and religious expressions over a multilingual and multicultural 
range of historical Islamic contexts. 
 
3. The course must examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the 
appropriate discipline(s). 
 
Students in this course examine primary source materials such as poetry, fiction, 
biography of the prophet Muhammad,and the Qur’an, in a variety of Muslim cultural 
traditions. 
 
Primary sources are included in: 



The Holy Qur’an [Arabic]  
Arberry. Fifty poems of Hafiz [Persian]. 
Ferdowsi. Rostam: Tales of Love and War from the Shahnameh [Persian] 
Irwin. Nights and Horses and the Desert: An Anthology of Classical Arabic 
Literature [Arabic]. 
Kritzeck. Anthology of Islamic Arabic Literature [Arabic, Persian, Turkish]. 

 
4. The course must require students to interpret the material in writing assignments 
(or alternatives that require equally coherent and sustained analysis). 
 
Students analyze the primary course materials in near-weekly Response Papers of 
350-500 pages each, an Oral Presenatation with written guide, and a Final Paper of 
1500 words. 
 
Please provide an example of a signature assignment that the proposed course 
would use to enable assessment of the humanities learning outcome, using the 
evidence and grading rubric for the respective outcome 
 

Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions 
of human culture. (List Outcome 1 on Syllabus) 
 
Evidence: Paper or equivalent assignment in which students analyze an idea or ideas related to the 
course content employing the concepts, methods or practices appropriate to the discipline. 

 
Standard At least 80% of students score 3 or 4 on rubric. 
 
Rubric for SLO 1 

Does not meet expectations 
1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets expectations 3 Exceeds Expectations 4 

Paper (or equivalent) 
disregards or fails to 
coherently engage the idea 
or ideas.  It may lack any 
appropriate pattern of 
structure or development.   
Paper (or equivalent) fails 
to employ concepts, 
methods or practices 
appropriate to the 
discipline. Paper (or 
equivalent) shows severe 
deficiencies in reading and 
writing college-level 
English or the Target 
Language of the course. 

Paper (or equivalent) 
is unsatisfactory in 
multiple ways.  It 
displays serious 
weaknesses in 
composition and 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas, and does not 
adequately employ 
concepts, methods and 
practices appropriate 
to the discipline.  

Paper (or equivalent) is 
competent, though 
sometimes marginally so.  
It displays adequate 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas and satisfactory 
employment of concepts, 
methods or practices 
appropriate to the 
discipline.  Paper (or 
equivalent) demonstrates 
proficiency in the 
conventions of written 
English or the Target 
Language of the course. 

Paper (or equivalent) 
displays cogent analysis 
of the idea or ideas and 
informed employment of 
concepts, methods or 
practices appropriate to 
the discipline.  Paper (or 
equivalent) demonstrates 
excellent composition 
skills in English or the 
Target Language of the 
course. 

 



Outcome 2:  Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline 
and interpret the material in writing assignments (or alternatives that require equally coherent 
and sustained analysis). 
 
Evidence: Paper or equivalent assignment involving description, contextualization and 
interpretation of primary source. 
 
Standard: 80% of students receive a score of 3 or 4 on each dimension. 
 
Rubric for SLO 2 

 

 

Dimension Does not meet 
expectations 1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets 
expectations 3 

Exceeds 
expectations 4 

Description: 
identify and/ or 
describe the 
primary source 

Incorrect 
identification, 
description is 
inaccurate, 
inappropriate 

Identification/ 
description is 
insufficient, 
ambiguous, 
lacks detail 

Identification/ 
description is 
accurate, 
adequately 
detailed despite 
omissions 

Identification/ 
description is 
stated clearly and 
comprehensively 
and includes 
relevant information 

Context:  
situate the 
primary source 
in terms of 
time, place, 
genre, and/or 
discipline 

Little or no 
description of 
context, or 
irrelevant 
contextualization 

Some 
description of 
context, but not 
adequate 

Primary source is 
reasonably 
contextualized; 
contextualization 
is in terms of 
more than one 
context 

More nuance and 
sophistication in 
terms of situating 
the primary source; 
student 
contextualizes 
primary source in 
terms of multiple 
contexts 

Interpretation:   Paper does not 
move beyond 
description, or 
offers inaccurate 
or irrelevant 
interpretation 
not connected to 
description 

Paper 
marginally 
moves beyond 
description; 
student offers 
inadequate or 
irrelevant 
evaluation; not 
reasonable 
connection to 
description and 
context. 

Interpretation is 
reasonably 
connected to the 
description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation that is 
less than 
comprehensive. 

Interpretation 
arises from 
description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation 
supported by the 
contextualization 
and description; 
student’s insight 
takes into account 
the complexities of 
the primary source. 



 LTAR 221 Signature Assignment: Analysis of Primary Source (This assignment will assess 
both outcome 1 and 2) 
 
Final Paper: 5 pages (1200-1500 words), due in the last week of class. 
Paper Due: Week 15  
 
You will compare and contrast the theme of man’s relationship to God in a fictional narrative [A 
List] with a non-fictional approach in poetry or essay form [B List]. Choose one text from each 
list. Analyze each text’s effectiveness in defining and resolving moral questions. How do they 
advance their arguments differently? How do the texts engage and draw in the reader? What 
questions do they cause the reader to ask him/herself? How do these approaches fit within the 
culture we are studying? 
 
A List Sources [choose one]: 
Legend of Antar 
Thousand and One Nights 
 
B List Sources [choose one]: 
Ibn Khafaja 
Ghazzali 
Busiri 
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Syllabus LTAR 221 
Islamic World Literature[3 credits]  

Asian Studies/International and Intercultural Studies 
College of Charleston 

Counts toward Comparative Literature Minor 
 
Instructor: Dr Tahani Higgins  
Office: JC Long 329  
Office hours: MW 3:30-4:30 and by appt.  
Telephone: 843-953-4801 
email: higginstc@cofc.edu 
 
Course Description 
This course presents works in English translation originally composed in Arabic, Persian, and Turkish from the 
sixth to the fifteenth century A.D.  Genres and topics include poetry, prose, epic, Andalusian writings, 
philosophy, Sufi mysticism, biography of the prophet Muhammad, and pre-Islamic poetry.  We will examine 
the changing roles of literature through these historical periods. 

Course Objectives 
We will examine the role of ideas and identities in literature of the Islamic world, including works originally in 
Arabic and Persian, with some works in other languages such as Turkish. Beginning in the fifteenth century 
A.D., we will travel in reverse chronology through Andalusian, Sufi, Abbasid and Umayyad literature to the 
sixth century. We will explore a variety of genres and topics, including poetry, maqamat and other prose, epic, 
philosophy, mysticism, biography of the prophet Muhammad, and pre-Islamic poetry. We will trace changes in 
topics, symbols and values, examining expressions of the self and other, gender, responsibility, political 
allegiances, religious commitments, aspirations, intellect and light. We will consider what place the writer gives 
to God and/or fate, how s/he draws the reader in, and what questions s/he leaves open. We will also examine 
modern scholars’ analyses of significant texts, and weigh their approaches against your own.  
No prerequisites. All readings are in English. 
 
Required Texts: 
Arberry, A. J. Fifty Poems of Hafiz. Taylor and Francis, 2007. 
Ferdowsi, Abolqasem. Rostam: Tales of Love and War from the Shahnameh. Translated by Dick Davis. Penguin 
Classic, 2002. 
Irwin, Robert. Nights and Horses and the Desert: An Anthology of Classical Arabic Literature.  New York: 
Random House, 2002. 
Kritzeck, James. Anthology of Islamic Literature. Meridian, 1975. 
pdf’s in Oaks. 
 
Optional Text: 
Ashtiani, Julia, editor. Abbasid Belles Lettres: Cambridge History of Arabic Literature. Oxford University 
Press, 2008. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in various expressions of human 
culture. 
Outcome 2: Students examine relevant source materials as understood by the discipline and interpret the 
material in writing assignments and oral presentations. 
 
These outcomes will be assessed with a term paper. 
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Course Requirements: 
Our classroom is a learning community, and our community is complete only when every member is present. 
Come to class! Get contact information from two classmates, minimum. If you must miss a class, then consult a 
classmate about our session, or see me in office hours: Please do not request a class recap from me via email. 
Check Oaks. Participation means you are present. Absence will be excused only by a Health Service 
notification or a personal note on paper, not email. Three unexcused absences will result in the loss of all your 
Participation points. Written assignments, typed double-spaced on 8-1/2” x 11” paper and stapled, will earn 
full credit only when submitted on time. See below. You will submit approximately 15-20 pages of written 
material altogether, as follows: You will prepare a brief Response Paper approximately each week [350-500 
words], written preparation for you Oral Presentation, and a five-page Final Paper. Topics will be based on our 
class discussions and research. The choice of topics for the five-page paper will be given two weeks before the 
due date: you will submit a preliminary argument summary, and you must get my approval on this. If you don’t, 
you might write a paper that does not fulfill the assignment. It is your responsibility to make sure your paper 
topic is approved. The Oral Presentations will involve small groups dealing with a germane question through 
an interview or skit: three minutes per person maximum. Take it seriously. Make it performance quality. Extra 
Credit: A one-page typed response to an event relevant to our class will earn two points toward the grading 
category of greatest need, except Participation. Oaks: Check Contents and Course Materials regularly. Check 
your g.cofc.edu email inbox. 
 
All assignments are due at the beginning of class. Read with a pencil in hand. Interact with the text! 
 
Do it! College of Charleston Honor Code and Academic Integrity 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 
 
Grade 
Participation    20% 
Weekly Assignments – on time 20% 
Paper 1    15% 
Paper 2    25% 
Oral Presentations   20% 
     100% 
Scale: 
A 95-100, A- 90-94, B+ 86-89, B 83-85, B- 80-82, C+ 76-79, C 73-75, C- 70-72, D+ 65-69, D 60-64 
 
Borderline Grade – how to maximize your points: *Attend class on time. *Be ready to participate:  read the 
texts, express your ideas, listen actively to your classmates. *Do not allow your mobile phone to participate in 
our class. 
 
The College abides by section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. If 
you have a documented disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you may 
require accommodations, please see an administrator at the Center of Disability Services/SNAP, (843) 953-
1431) or feel free to contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 
Reduce! Reuse! Recycle! Especially paper. 
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Schedule 
Additions or variations in assignments will be announced in class.  
This is the Macro-Schedule. You will receive Micro-Schedules  with specific page references from our texts, 
JSTOR and other sources, as well as Study Guides. Read the text before the date shown. Start your new 
Assignment the day you receive it. Assignments are due on Monday. 
 
Week/Date Assignment 
 
1 Jan 9  Welcome to the Islamic Literary Tradition. Introduction. 
 Jan 11  A Thousand and One Nights: Ma`ruf the Cobbler. 
       
2      Jan 16  A Thousand and One Nights: Morality and Chance. 
 Jan 18  Epics. Rostam from the Shahnameh.  
 
3      Jan 23  Rostam from the Shahnameh. 
 Jan 25   Rostam from the Shahnameh. 
 
4      Jan 30  Rostam from the Shahnameh. 
 Feb 1  Andalusia. Philosophy: Ibn Hazm. 
 
5     Feb 6  Andalusia. “Father of Sociology”:Ibn Khaldun. 
 Feb 8  Andalusia. Ibn Khaldun. 
 
6      Feb 13  Sufi. Al-Ghazali, 
 Feb 15  Sufi. Al-Hallaj. Speaker: Reference Librarian. 
 
7      Feb 20  Persian Poetry: Hafiz. 
 Feb 22  Persian Poetry: Hafiz.  
   
8 Feb 27  Abbasid. Belles Lettres. Poetry: Abu Nuwas. 
 Feb 29  Abbasid Belles Lettres:Prose: Al-Jahiz. 
 
9 Mar 5  Umayyad poetic genres: Panegyric, elegy, pride, lampoon, brigand. 
 Mar 7  Umayyad poets: Jarir, Farazdaq, al-Akhtal. 
 
10   Mar 12 , 14 Spring Break  Keep thinking LiterArab-ly! 
 
11    Mar 19  Umayyad: The opposition:. Shurat/Kharijite poetry. 
 Mar 21  Shurat women poets and warriors. 
 
12 Mar 26  Sira/Biography of the Prophet: Emigration from Mecca to Medina. 
 Mar 28  Sira/Biography of the Prophet: His daughters Zaynab and Fatima.   
13 Apr 2  Pre-Islamic Poetry: Al-Labid. 
 Apr 4  Pre-Islamic Poetry: Al-Labid. 
 
14    Apr 9  Class Forum on all we have read. 
 Apr 11  Oral Presentations. Final Paper due. 
 
15    Apr 16  Oral Presentations. Party/Hafla! Last class. 

Congratulations! Keep in touch!   
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Signature Assignment 
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