
 
Request Form for General Education Certification:  
Humanities Requirement: (Except FYSM, please include a syllabus)  
Faculty Member(s): Annie C. Higgins 
Course Number:  LTAR 382 [NEW COURSE] 
Course Name: Arab Women Writers 
Department of faculty member(s): Asian Studies/IIST 
Course Description: 
Students read and discuss representative works by Arab women, written originally in Arabic. 
Works include fiction, autobiography, poetry, and treatises of social change. While the course 
focuses on the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, earlier contextual selections from the Qur’an, 
as well as early Islamic and pre-Islamic poetry will be explored. 
 

I. Explain how the proposed course satisfies the following Approval Criteria for 
Humanities: 
1. The primary purpose of the course is the examination of particular expressions of 

human culture in their social, historical, intellectual, aesthetic, or ethical 
dimensions. 

 
In this course, LTAR 382, Arab Women Writers, students explore Arab women 
authors’ works of autobiography, fiction, poetry, and discussions of social change. 
These works will be contextualized within the Arab world as well as a wider global 
sphere, and with references to social changes from pre-Islamic to present times. 

 
2. The course must analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in these 

cultural expressions. 
 
The course analyzes the ways in which ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued 
with specific reference to gendered expression in creative, intellectual, and social 
arenas. 

 
3. The course must examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the 

appropriate discipline(s). 
 

Students in this course examine primary source materials such as autobiography, 
fiction, poetry, and position papers on social issues. 
  
Written materials include: 
Barakat. Tiller of Waters. 
Khalifeh. Wild Thorns. 
Tuqan. Mountainous Journey. 



Anthologies: 
Badran and cooke. Opening the Gates: A Century of Arab Feminist Writing. 
Booth. My Grandmother’s Cactus: Stories by Egyptian Women. 
Pre-Islamic and Classical period poetry of: Khansaa’, Maysoun, Mulayka, and Umm 
Hakim. 
The Holy Qur’an: Selections dealing with women. 
 
Music featuring: Abdul-Halim Hafiz, Cheb Khaled, Fadel Shaker, Fayrouz, Umm 
Kulthoum, and others. 

 
4. The course must require students to interpret the material in writing assignments 

(or alternatives that require equally coherent and sustained analysis). 
 
Students analyze the primary course materials in near-weekly Response Papers of 
350-500 words,  five-page Midterm Paper and a ten-page Final Paper, and a Final 
Oral Presentation with a written guide. 
 
Please provide an example of a signature assignment that the proposed course 
would use to enable assessment of the humanities learning outcome, using the 
evidence and grading rubric for the respective outcome 
 

Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions 
of human culture. (List Outcome 1 on Syllabus) 
 
Evidence: Paper or equivalent assignment in which students analyze an idea or ideas related to the 
course content employing the concepts, methods or practices appropriate to the discipline. 

 
Standard At least 80% of students score 3 or 4 on rubric. 
 
Rubric for SLO 1 

Does not meet expectations 
1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets expectations 3 Exceeds Expectations 4 

Paper (or equivalent) 
disregards or fails to 
coherently engage the idea 
or ideas.  It may lack any 
appropriate pattern of 
structure or development.   
Paper (or equivalent) fails 
to employ concepts, 
methods or practices 
appropriate to the 
discipline. Paper (or 
equivalent) shows severe 
deficiencies in reading and 
writing college-level 
English or the Target 

Paper (or equivalent) 
is unsatisfactory in 
multiple ways.  It 
displays serious 
weaknesses in 
composition and 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas, and does not 
adequately employ 
concepts, methods and 
practices appropriate 
to the discipline.  

Paper (or equivalent) is 
competent, though 
sometimes marginally so.  
It displays adequate 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas and satisfactory 
employment of concepts, 
methods or practices 
appropriate to the 
discipline.  Paper (or 
equivalent) demonstrates 
proficiency in the 
conventions of written 
English or the Target 
Language of the course. 

Paper (or equivalent) 
displays cogent analysis 
of the idea or ideas and 
informed employment of 
concepts, methods or 
practices appropriate to 
the discipline.  Paper (or 
equivalent) demonstrates 
excellent composition 
skills in English or the 
Target Language of the 
course. 



Language of the course. 
 
 
 
 
Outcome 2:  Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline 
and interpret the material in writing assignments (or alternatives that require equally coherent 
and sustained analysis). 
 
Evidence: Paper or equivalent assignment involving description, contextualization and 
interpretation of primary source. 
 

Standard: 80% of students receive a score of 3 or 4 on each dimension. 
 
Rubric for SLO 2 

 
 
LTAR 382 Signature Assignment: Analysis of Primary Source (This assignment will assess 
both outcome 1 and 2) 

Dimension Does not meet 
expectations 1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets 
expectations 3 

Exceeds 
expectations 4 

Description: 
identify and/ or 
describe the 
primary source 

Incorrect 
identification, 
description is 
inaccurate, 
inappropriate 

Identification/ 
description is 
insufficient, 
ambiguous, 
lacks detail 

Identification/ 
description is 
accurate, 
adequately 
detailed despite 
omissions 

Identification/ 
description is 
stated clearly and 
comprehensively 
and includes 
relevant information 

Context:  
situate the 
primary source 
in terms of 
time, place, 
genre, and/or 
discipline 

Little or no 
description of 
context, or 
irrelevant 
contextualization 

Some 
description of 
context, but not 
adequate 

Primary source is 
reasonably 
contextualized; 
contextualization 
is in terms of 
more than one 
context 

More nuance and 
sophistication in 
terms of situating 
the primary source; 
student 
contextualizes 
primary source in 
terms of multiple 
contexts 

Interpretation:   Paper does not 
move beyond 
description, or 
offers inaccurate 
or irrelevant 
interpretation 
not connected to 
description 

Paper 
marginally 
moves beyond 
description; 
student offers 
inadequate or 
irrelevant 
evaluation; not 
reasonable 
connection to 
description and 
context. 

Interpretation is 
reasonably 
connected to the 
description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation that is 
less than 
comprehensive. 

Interpretation 
arises from 
description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation 
supported by the 
contextualization 
and description; 
student’s insight 
takes into account 
the complexities of 
the primary source. 



 
Final Paper, 8-10 pages (2400-3000 words), due in the last week of class. 
 
Choose two of the following works, each from a different genre: 
Texts: 
Tuqan. A Mountainous Journey. [autobiography] 
Khalifeh. Wild Thorns. [novel] 
Barakat. Tiller of Waters [novel] 
Geankoplis. Memoir. [memoir] 
 
Analyze each author’s methods of creating receptivity in the reader, and of presenting real life 
issues and responses to them. You will investigate the autobiography/memoir/novel as a journey. 
Where do you feel you are walking in step with the writer, whereby her act of writing merges 
with your act of reading? Where does she lose you, and how does this affect your journey of 
reading? Explore characters within the parameters of temporal, geographical, political, and 
emotional events and how they are treated in the narrative. How does the author use the borders 
of her narrative to enable us to look to wider, more universal issues? How do these approaches fit 
within the culture we are studying? 
 
Bibliography 
You will refer to two scholarly articles dealing with issues in your two chosen books. Find two 
ideas that relate to your journey with your books, and make sure that you disagree with at least 
one of these points. 
Relevant Scholarly Journals include: 
International Journal of Middle East Studies 
Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 
Journal of Arabic Literature 
Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies 
Middle East Journal of Culture and Communication 
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Syllabus LTAR 382 
Arab Women Writers [3 credits]  

Asian Studies/International and Intercultural Studies 
College of Charleston 

Counts toward Women’s and Gender Studies Minor and Major 
Counts toward Comparative Literature Minor 

 
Instructor: Dr Tahani Higgins  
Office: JC Long 329  
Office hours: MW 3:30-4:30 and by appt.  
Telephone: 843-953-4801 
email: higginstc@cofc.edu 
 
Course Description: 
Students read and discuss representative works by Arab women, written originally in Arabic. Works include 
fiction, autobiography, poetry, and treatises of social change. While the course focuses on the twentieth and 
twenty-first centuries, earlier contextual selections from the Qur’an, as well as early Islamic and pre-Islamic 
poetry will be explored. 
 
Course Objectives: 
We will join prominent Arab women writers in exploring their worlds as they are, and in finding 
transformations experienced through events, perceptions and character growth. This course defines Arabic 
Literature as works written originally in Arabic, and our authors represent Egypt, Palestine, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Lebanon, Sudan, Algeria, Morocco and other countries. Writings include short stories, novels, poetry, 
autobiography, public speeches, and literary criticism. We will also get a glimpse of women in the Qur’an. We 
will be studying texts progressing in reverse chronology from modern to pre-Islamic periods, with topics under 
the main rubrics of War, Family, Religion, the ‘Arab Spring’ and Blogs, Autobiography, Modern Novel, 
Historical Novel, and Early Islamic poetry. One focus of our study will be personal expectations and discoveries 
in the narratives, as well as personal and social relationships, and the nexus between the human and the divine. 
We will examine voices and choices, both how women are presented, and how they choose to represent their 
worlds. You will develop your own individual methods of analysis and presentation, as your participation is 
essential to each class session. You will learn to focus your discussion and to present meaningful evidence. Let 
your reading activate your writing. 
No prerequisites. All readings are in English. 
 
Required Texts: 
1. Badran, Margot. Opening the Gates: A Century of Arab Feminist Writing. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 2004. 9780253217035. 
2. Barakat, Hoda. Tiller of Waters. Trans. Marilyn Booth. Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 2004. 
9789774248634.  
3. Booth, Marilyn. My Grandmother’s Cactus: Stories by Egyptian Women. Northampton, MA: Interlink 
Books, 19910704326493. 
4. Khalifeh, Sahar. Wild Thorns. Trans. T. LeGassick and E. Fernea. Northampton, MA: Interlink Books, 1994. 
9781566563369. 
5. Tuqan, Fadwa. Mountainous Journey. Trans. O. Kenny and N. Nye. Graywolf Press, 1990. 1555971385 
[Other translation is fine, also]. 
6. Qur’an. Any translation you prefer. 
 
Recommended additional reading: 
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cooke, miriam. War's Other Voices: Women Writers on the Lebanese Civil War. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 0521341922. 
Zeidan, Joseph. Arab Women Novelists: The Formative Years and Beyond. New York: SUNY, 1995. 
079142172. 
Spellberg, D.A. Politics, gender, and the Islamic past : The Legacy of `A’isha bint Abi Bakr. New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1994. 0231079982. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in various expressions of human 
culture. 
Outcome 2: Students examine relevant source materials as understood by the discipline and interpret the 
material in writing assignments and oral presentations. 
 
These outcomes will be assessed with a term paper. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Our classroom is a learning community, and our community is complete only when every member is present. 
Come to class! Get contact information from two classmates, minimum. If you must miss a class, then consult a 
classmate about our session, or see me in office hours: Please do not request a class recap from me via email. 
Check Oaks. 
 
Participation means you are present. Absence for illness or otherwise will be excused only with a note on 
paper, not email. Three unexcused absences will result in the loss of all your Participation points. Written 
assignments, typed double-spaced on 8-1/2” x 11” paper and stapled, will earn full credit only when submitted 
on time. See below. You will submit approximately 30 pages of written material altogether, as follows: You 
will prepare a brief Response Paper each week [500 words] except for Week 8 and Week 14 when you submit 
one 5-page and a final ten-page Paper. Topics will be based on our class discussions and research. You have 
the opportunity to rewrite Paper 1 [Week 10] if you so choose. Begin your assignment the day it is assigned, 
with the heading at the very least. Read your paper aloud to yourself; then make revisions to make it flow. The 
Oral Presentations will involve small groups dealing with a germane question through an interview or skit: 
nine minutes maximum. Take it seriously. Make it performance quality. Extra Credit: A one-page typed 
response to an event relevant to our class will earn two points toward the grading category of greatest need, 
except Participation. Oaks: Check Contents and Course Materials regularly. Check your cofc.edu email inbox. 
 
All assignments are due at the beginning of class. Read with a pencil in hand. Interact with the text! 
 
Do it! College of Charleston Honor Code and Academic Integrity 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 
Grade 
Participation    20% 
Weekly Assignments – on time 20% 
Paper 1    15% 
Paper 2    25% 
Oral Presentations   20% 
     100% 
Scale: 
A 95-100, A- 90-94, B+ 86-89, B 83-85, B- 80-82, C+ 76-79, C 73-75, C- 70-72, D+ 65-69, D 60-64 
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Borderline Grade – how to maximize your points: *Attend class on time. *Be ready to participate:  read the 
texts, express your ideas, listen actively to your classmates. *Do not allow your mobile phone to participate in 
our class. 
If you feel that you may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, please feel free to contact 
me privately to discuss your specific needs. Reduce! Reuse! Recycle! Especially paper. 
Schedule 
LTAR 250/Arabic Women Writers. Spring 2012: 
Additions or variations in assignments will be announced in class.  
Read the text before the date shown. Assignments due on Monday. 
 
Wk Date Reading Assignment Written Assignment 
1 9 jan Welcome. Purposes and types of stories. 

Literature. Literature as epitome of Arab culture. 
Response 1 [R1] 
In class. 

 11 jan Find a story online or in a book or film you know 
that has an Arab element. 
Content and Context. 

R1: Snow White. 
Write your end of 
the Arabic fairy tale. 

2 16 jan        Martin Luther King Day, no class. R2 
 18 jan War, Family, Religion. Booth, handout: stories.  
3 23 jan Literary criticism. Develop your own framework 

of analysis. 
R3 

 25 jan Journal articles and book reviews online.   
4 30 jan Stories discussion.  
 1 feb Stories discussion.  
5 6 feb First feminists: Public voices in historical context. 

Badran and cooke, 215-278. 
[The blog as literature, ‘Arab Spring,’ online.] 

R4=Argument 
Summary, Paper 1 
Oral Pres 1 

 8 feb Women’s rights movements 
Badran and cooke, 304-365. 
[The blog as literature, respond to a blog.] 

 
Oral Pres 1 

6 13 feb Autobiography: 
Tuqan, Mountainous Journey, 1-44. 

R5=Paper 
Introduction 

 15 feb Tuqan, Mountainous Journey, 45-93. Paper 1 due. 
7 20 feb Tuqan, 93-137.  
 22 feb Tuqan, 137-174. R6 
8 27 feb Tuqan, 176-191; the poems, 206-241.  
 29 feb Tuqan, poetry reading and mini-conference. R7 and Optional: 

Paper 1 rewrite due. 
9 5 mar Spring Break!  
 7 mar Spring Break!  
10 12 mar Contemporary Novel, Palestine: 

Khalifeh, Wild Thorns, 1-57. 
 

 14 mar Khalifeh, Wild Thorns, 58-106  
11 19 mar Khalifeh, Wild Thorns, 107-155.  
 21 mar Khalifeh, Wild Thorns, 156-207. R7=Argument 

Summary, Paper 2 
12 26 mar Contemporary Novel, Lebanon, Egypt: 

Barakat, Tiller of Waters, 1-30. 
 

 28 mar Barakat, Tiller of Waters, 31-82. R8=Introduction for 
Paper 2 
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13 2 apr Barakat, Tiller of Waters, 83-131.  
 4 apr Barakat, Tiller of Waters, 132-192 R9 
14 9 apr Early Islamic Era Poetry. Handouts: 

`Abbasid and Umayyad eras: Maysoun et al. 
 

 11 apr Early Islamic Era Poetry. Handouts: 
Shurat: Mulayka, Umm Hakim, Jamra 

R10 
*Tahani, Honors 
College: The Arab 
Spring of Poetry 

15 16 apr Qur’an selections. Sura 4-Women/an-Nisa’, 
16-The Bee/an-Nahl, 19-Mary/Maryam,  
58-She that Disputeth/al-Mujadila,  
60-She that is to be Examined/al-Mumtahana 
66-Banning/at-tahrim 

 

 18 apr Pre-Islamic poetry: Khansaa’, handouts. Paper 2 due. 
16 23 apr Oral Pres. Last class! Keep in touch! :)  Oral Pres 2 
 
Signature Assignment 
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