
 
Request Form for General Education Certification:  
Humanities Requirement: (Except FYSM, please include a syllabus)  
Faculty Member(s): Dr. Luis Linares-Ocantos 
Course Number:  SPAN 333 
Course Name: Topics in Hispanic Cultures (Subtitle: "Contemporary Latin American 
Civilization and Culture") 
Department of faculty member(s): Department of Hispanic Studies 
Course Description:  A study of the cultural development of Latin America from the middle of 
the 19th century, including the formation of the new Latin American republics to the most 
important historical and cultural events of the 20th century. This is achieved through the study of 
history, geography, art, attitudes and customs. 
 

I. Explain how the proposed course satisfies the following Approval Criteria for 
Humanities: 
 
1. In this course, SPAN 333, Contemporary Latin American Civilization and 

Culture, students examine key cultural aspects from the middle of the 19th Century 
to the present. Through the textbook, videos and class discussions, students will 
gain an understanding of the principal topics of debate in Spanish America; 
among them, nationalism, political conflict, urbanization and modernization.  
 

2. The course must analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in these 
cultural expressions. 
 
Students write analysis papers and answer essay questions on exams in which 
they examine politics, economy, music, art, etc in this period. 

 
 

3. The course must examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the 
appropriate discipline(s). 
 
Students in this course examine primary source materials relevant to this course, 
such as: films, art, music, architecture, political discourse, economy, etc. from this 
period. 
Text: Latinoamérica: su civilización y su cultura, (Fourth edition) Eugenio 
Chang-Rodríguez. 
 

4. The course must require students to interpret the material in writing assignments 
(or alternatives that require equally coherent and sustained analysis). 
 



Students analyze the primary course materials via two separate essays: one out-of-
class and one during class.  The essays will be about a subject selected from the 
list prepared by the professor. 

 
 
 

II. Please provide an example of a signature assignment that the proposed course 
would use to enable assessment of the humanities learning outcome, using the 
evidence and grading rubric for the respective outcome 

 
Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions 
of human culture. (List Outcome 1 on Syllabus) 
 
Evidence: Students will write a 3-5 page essay in which they will develop one of the following topics: 

a. Analyze the concept of ‘mestizaje’ in Latin American 
b.  Compare the colonial organization of Brazil with the rest of Hispanics countries. 
c. Analyze the historic role of Salvador Allende 
d. Analyze the historic role of Rosa’s dictatorship 
e. Analyze the influence of Venezuela in Latin-American 

 
Standard: At least 80% of students score 3 or 4 on rubric. 
 
Rubric for SLO 1 

 
Does not meet expectations 
1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets expectations 3 Exceeds Expectations 4 

Paper disregards or fails to 
coherently engage the idea 
or ideas.  It may lack any 
appropriate pattern of 
structure or development.   
Paper fails to employ 
concepts, methods or 
practices appropriate to the 
discipline. Paper shows 
severe deficiencies in 
reading and writing on 
300-level Spanish. 

Paper is unsatisfactory 
in multiple ways.  It 
displays serious 
weaknesses in 
composition and 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas, and does not 
adequately employ 
concepts, methods and 
practices appropriate 
to the discipline.  

Paper is competent, 
though sometimes 
marginally so.  It displays 
adequate analysis of the 
idea or ideas and 
satisfactory employment 
of concepts, methods or 
practices appropriate to 
the discipline.  Paper 
demonstrates proficiency 
in the conventions of 
written on 300-level 
Spanish. 

Paper displays cogent 
analysis of the idea or 
ideas and informed 
employment of 
concepts, methods or 
practices appropriate to 
the discipline.  Paper 
demonstrates excellent 
composition skills on 
300-level Spanish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Outcome 2: Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline 
and interpret the material in writing assignments (or alternatives that require equally coherent 
and sustained analysis). 
 
Evidence: Students will write an in-class-essay where they will describe, contextualize and 
interpret an example of 19th and 20th century Latin-American architecture. Students identify the 
type of architecture, its place in history, the genre, the period, and its origin/author. Students also describe 
the aspects of the architecture that identify it as part of its period and genre; students describe the ideas 
and/or values that the architecture depicts, its importance and its genre or period of the culture studied.  
 
Standard: 80% of students receive a score of 3 or 4 on each dimension. 
 
Rubric for SLO 2 
 
 

 

Dimension Does not meet 
expectations 1 

Approaches 
Expectations 2 

Meets 
expectations 3 

Exceeds expectations 
4 

Description: 
identify and/ or 
describe the 
primary source 

Incorrect 
identification, 
description is 
inaccurate, 
inappropriate 

Identification/ 
description is 
insufficient, 
ambiguous, lacks 
detail 

Identification/ 
description is 
accurate, 
adequately 
detailed despite 
omissions 

Identification/ 
description is stated 
clearly and 
comprehensively and 
includes relevant 
information 

Context:  
situate the 
primary source 
in terms of 
time, place, 
genre, and/or 
discipline 

Little or no 
description of 
context, or 
irrelevant 
contextualization 

Some description 
of context, but not 
adequate 

Primary source is 
reasonably 
contextualized; 
contextualization 
is in terms of more 
than one context 

More nuance and 
sophistication in terms 
of situating the 
primary source; 
student contextualizes 
primary source in 
terms of multiple 
contexts 

Interpretation:   Paper does not 
move beyond 
description, or 
offers inaccurate 
or irrelevant 
interpretation 
not connected to 
description 

Paper marginally 
moves beyond 
description; student 
offers inadequate 
or irrelevant 
evaluation; not 
reasonable 
connection to 
description and 
context. 

Interpretation is 
reasonably 
connected to the 
description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation that is 
less than 
comprehensive. 

Interpretation arises 
from description and 
contextualization; 
student offers 
evaluation supported 
by the 
contextualization and 
description; student’s 
insight takes into 
account the 
complexities of the 
primary source. 



Spanish 333: “Topics in Hispanic Cultures,” 
Contemporary Latin American Civilization and Culture 

 
Professor: Dr. Luis Linares-Ocantos 
Office: J.C. Long 112 
Email: linaresl@cofc.edu 
 
Text: Latinoamérica: su civilización y su cultura, (Fourth edition) Eugenio Chang-Rodríguez  
 
Course Description: A study of the cultural development of Latin America from the middle of 
the 19th century, including the formation of the new Latin American republics to the most 
important historical and cultural events of the 20th century. This is achieved through the study of 
history, geography, art, attitudes and customs. 

Student Learning Outcomes: This course meets the following General Education requirements 
for Humanities. 

1. Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted, or valued in various expressions of 
human culture. 

2. Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline and 
interpret the material in writing assignments. 

These outcomes will be assessed on an in-class essay and an out-of-class essay. 
 
Objectives: Spanish 333 is a Latin American civilization and culture that covers the middle of 
the 19th century to the present. Through the textbook, videos, and class discussions, students will 
gain an understanding of the principal topics of debate in Spanish America; among them, 
nationalism, political conflict, urbanization and modernization.  Other topics to be studied in the 
course include the changing status of women and the role of the indigenous population in 
shaping contemporary Spanish American culture.    
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
1. Read and prepare the work for class as indicated in the syllabus. Prepare all the questions at 
the end of the chapter ("cuestionario"). You do not need to write these answers, but rather be 
prepared to discuss them in class. 
2. Write two 3-5 pages essays, double-spaced with a 12-pitch font. The essays will be about a 
subject selected from the list prepared by the professor. Please, staple all pages of your essays.  
3. Assignments are to be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Assignments 
will not be accepted late. However, if the student knows that s/he is not going to be in class, I 
will accept the assignment any time before the day that is due.  
4. Prepare two oral presentations for the class.   
 
 
  



 
GRADING POLICY: 
 
3 exams (15% each exam) 45% 
Participation 20% 
Presentations 15% 
2 essays 20% 
 
Final grades are assigned according to the following percentages: 
 
93-100 A 73-76 C 
90-92 A- 70-72 C- 
87-89 B+ 69 D+ 
83-86 B 66-68 D 
80-82 B- 65 D- 
77-79 C+ Below 65 F 
    
 
Participation: Participation will be measured according to your performance in class. This 
includes your participation in small groups and the willingness to discuss and share with the rest 
of the class. In order to accomplish this goal it is very important to come to class prepared. I will 
assume you have read the material assigned daily in the syllabus. There will also be a series of 
pop quizzes designed to measure your reading.  
 
Exams: There will be three exams (15 % each) in this class; each exam will cover one third of the class. 
Generally, exams will evaluate the material studied using multiple choice questions, column matching, 
and essay questions. 
 
Written project: Students are responsible to write two papers (3-5 pages each) about one of the 
following topics: 
 
First essay: Due September 27 
 
For the first essay the students can develop one of the following topics: 
 
1. Analyze the concept of ‘mestizaje’ in Latin-American 
2. Compare the colonial organization of Brazil with the rest of Hispanics countries. 
3. Analyze the historic role of Salvador Allende 
4. Analyze the historic role of Rosas’ dictatorship 
5. Analyze the influence of Venezuela in Latin-American 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Second essay: Due November 10 
 
For the second essay the student can develop one of the following topics: 
 
1. Analyze the ‘gaucho’ figure in Argentine culture. 
2. Analyze and contrast the work of the most important painter of the Mexican Revolution. 
3. Analyze the role of United States in the Caribbean history. 
4. Analyze the arguments in favor and against the Cuban Revolution. 
5. Analyze the women role in the political and artistic life of Latinamerican. 
6. Analyze the latings contributions in the United States. 
 
Oral Presentation: The oral presentation will be about your essays (8-10 minute). The 
evaluation will be based, among other aspects, in organization, your knowledge of the topic, the 
use of audio-visual materials, contact with the audience, etc.    
 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICY: 
  
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. You are allowed two unexcused absences during the 
semester. All absences after that will result in a lower grade. Students with (3) three absences 
will have their final grade lowered by 10% points. Students who miss (4) four or more classes 
will be dropped from the class with a WA = F. Two late arrivals or early departures will be 
counted as one absence. It is your responsibility to keep track of your absences. An absence is 
any excused or unexcused absence from class. 
  
Make-up policy: Make-ups are allowed for tests ONLY in the case of excused absences. If you 
know ahead of time that you will miss a test (e.g., for participation in a college activity), you 
must arrange with the professor to take the test before the scheduled date. Otherwise (e.g. if you 
are ill) you must arrange to make up the exam as soon as possible.  Keep in mind that homework 
or tests missed because of holiday plans, social events, and the after-effects of weekend activities 
cannot be made up.   
 
Attending class without being prepared not only will affect your homework grade but your 
participation as well. Excellent participation means to be willing to share with the rest of the 
class your ideas, questions, etc. 
 
Please inform your instructor within the first week of the semester if you have any physical or 
learning disability, which may require special accommodation. You can also contact the Student 
Disability Services (SDS) office. 
 
HONOR CODE STATEMENT  
Students enrolled in courses at College of Charleston are expected to adhere to the highest 
standards of academic conduct. The instructor will be alert to any kind of inappropriate conduct 
in the course. Suspicion of misconduct will be handled by official rules and policies of CofC.  
Penalties for cheating or plagiarism may result in a failing grade in the course or expulsion from 
the college.  The use of translation programs to complete assignments is considered cheating and 



will result in a failing grade for the assignment in question.  The Department will abide by the 
decisions of the Academic Misconduct Committee.   
Examples of academic misconduct in this course include but are not limited to the following:  
· Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of 
another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or 
paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another 
person's ideas.  
· Copying work or otherwise turning in written work that is not original to you. Cheating in this 
case applies both to the copier and the person who allows his or her work to be copied.  
· Having someone else do or write your assignments for you.  
· Using a translator in any way to complete compositions, Internet presentations or other 
assignments.  
· Having anyone other than your instructor help you with your compositions or Internet 
presentations. Tutors may answer questions about assignments from the workbook or textbook, 
but they may not help with compositions or the Internet activity.  
· Receiving or passing exam information to other students before, during or after the exam. 
Cheating in this case applies both to the receiver of the exam information and the person who 
gives the information.  
· Alteration of college forms used to drop or add courses to a program, or unauthorized use of 
those forms including the forging of signatures.  
· Use of any unauthorized aids on exams (e.g., cheat sheets, textbook, etc.) is strictly prohibited.  
Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty.  
All suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Committee on Academic 
Misconduct as required by College rules.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Syllabus 
 

Date In Class Activity Homework, 
reading 

Agosto 
Tuesday 23 

Introduction 
 

 

Thursday 25 “Brasil colonial” 
 

Ch 6: p. 79-87 

Tuesday 30  “Brasil monárquico y republicano” 
 

Ch.9: p. 123-135 

September 
Thursday 1 

Video/discusión 
 

 

   
Tuesday 6 “La vida intelectual durante la colonia” 

 
Ch.7: p. 89-105 

Thursday 8 “Las guerras por la independencia 
hispanoamericana” 
 

Ch. 8: p. 107-121 

Tuesday 13 Presentación oral #1 
 

 

   
 
Thursday 15 Presentación oral #1 

 
 

 

Tuesday 20 
 

Presentación oral #1 
 

 

Thursday 22 Presentación oral #1 
 

 

Tuesday 27 Discusión Ch 5-9 
Entrega del primer ensayo 
(first essay) 

 

Thursday 29 
 

Examen 1 
 

 

Octubre 
Tuesday 4 

“Los países del Plata” 
 

Ch. 10: p. 137-155 

   
Thursday 6 “Los países andinos meridionales” 

Video 
Ch. 11: p. 157-175 

Tuesday 11  
“Los países andinos septentrionales” 
  

Ch. 12: p. 177-191 

Thursday 13 “México y su revolución” 
 

Ch. 13: p. 193-205 

Tuesday 18 Fall Break  



Thursday 20 
Friday 21 

“Centroamérica republicana” 
Last day for students to withdraw classes 
with a “W” 

Ch. 14: p. 207-225 

Tuesday 25 “La personalidad histórica de las Antillas” 
 

Ch. 15: p. 227-249 

Thursday 27 Examen 2 
 

 

   
Noviembre 
Tuesday 1 

“Del americanismo al universalismo literario” 
 

Ch. 16: p. 251-275 

Thursday 3 “La arquitectura” 
    Ensayo en clase (in class essay) 

Ch. 17: p. 277-299 

Tuesday 8 “Las artes plásticas” 
 

Ch. 18: p. 301-323 

   
Thursday 10 
 

“La música” 
Entrega del segundo ensayo 
(second essay) 

Ch. 19: p. 325-341 

Tuesday 15 
 

Examen III 
 

 

Thursday 17 Presentación #2  
 

 

Tuesday 22 Presentación #2  
 

 

Thursday 24 Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

 

Tuesday 29 Presentación #2  
 

 

Diciembre 
Thursday 1 

Presentación #2  
 

 

  
 
This syllabus is subject to change 
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