
Highlights from Tuesday's Faculty Senate regular meeting (12/2/14)

The Speaker called the Senate to order at 5:06PM.

ANNOUNCEMENTS  - none.

REPORTS

Speaker McNerney
• reported that we have hired a new Faculty Secretariat, who will start in January.         
• reminded faculty that the December commencement ceremony is coming up,          

and regalia will be available for faculty to borrow, if needed, through the Office for 
the Academic Experience.

• noted that in preparation for reaffirmation in 2016, a large contingent from CofC          
will be traveling to Nashville this weekend for the SACSCOC annual meeting.

• prefaced the first item in Old Business (F/AM disability academic          
accommodation-related language) by noting that the Committee on By-Laws and 
Faculty/Administration Manual very carefully considered discussion on the 
proposed language brought before the Senate in November 
(see minutes pp. 22-26) and revised the language brought for consideration in 
this meeting, and, furthermore, that all of the processes surrounding reasonable 
accommodation are up for further review and scrutiny, notably the audio 
recording agreement and processes for resolving disagreements. 

Interim Provost McGee
• reported that the course and instructor evaluations response rate was 44.5% at          

the time of the Senate meeting, a significant improvement over prior semesters, 
likely owing in part to faculty taking up Academic Affair’s suggestion that they set 
aside time in class this semester for students to complete evaluations.

• reminded the faculty about the FAST system (Faculty/Staff Assisting Students in          
Trouble), gave some data on how effective it has been in helping out students 
struggling with various difficulties, and recommended that faculty make use of the 
system when they become aware of students who may be in trouble.

• gave dates for two public budget hearings (1/12 and 1/26 in the afternoon),          
specific times forthcoming, and the date of his announcement of the budget 
Academic Affairs will ask for from the President.

• suggested that departments consider offering distance education classes not just          
in summer but during fall and spring semesters as well, which could both help 
students get the classes they need and make primetime classroom scheduling 
just a bit easier, particularly as building renovations continue to take classrooms 
offline.

• observed the time- and effort-intensive work of numerous faculty in redeveloping          
F/AM language on both disability issues (balancing the College’s legal 
obligations and our academic mission) and attendance (the current policy for 
which has not changed in substance since 1973 and has, thus, fallen out of step 
with current conditions).

http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/nov-2014/minutes_2014-11-11.pdf


Julia Eichelberger, Chair - Faculty Budget Committee (slides) 
• described the budget landscape (most income coming from tuition and fees;          

most increases in expenditure being “non-discretionary,” with little left over for 
merit increases, new positions, building, etc.).

• outlined some challenges (decrease in out-of-state students, any increases in          
tuition likely to be small, reallocation of funds for changing needs or strategic 
priorities, fee increases for some programs).

• discussed, under the heading of “some good news,” the new transparency in the          
budgeting process, with open hearings that all may attend and at which the 
Faculty Budget Committee will convey faculty concerns.

• gave the dates the Interim Provost also gave in his third bullet (above).         
• provided, for further context, a list of participants in the hearings and budgeting          

process who report to the Provost (slide 8) and an Academic Affairs 
organizational chart (slide 9).

• asked for any committees that have particular concerns to convey those to the          
budget committee. 

OLD BUSINESS

The Committee on By-Laws and Faculty/Administration Manual presented proposed 
revised F/AM language on disability  which was discussed but not voted on, the Senate 
feeling that since the specific language could change before publication, it would be 
best not to offer now what could appear later to be an endorsement of the published 
language.

The committee also presented proposed new F/AM language on attendance, which was 
discussed and brought to a vote after a successful motion for a vote from the floor. A 
voice vote was taken and indicated support for the language as presented (with no 
“nays”).

Iana Anguelova presented two resolutions on course and instructor evaluations, one 
for changing the final day of the online evaluations to Reading Day, the other, 
for delineating a policy on such evaluations in the F/AM [link]. After lengthy discussion 
and debate, the first failed on a 17 to 15 vote by show of hands. The second, with an 
amendment striking its last line, failed  on a voice vote.

NEW BUSINESS

The faculty curriculum committee brought a slate of proposals for program changes, 
course changes, course deletions, and new courses in six departments/disciplines, all of 
which were approved. See below the signature line for details.

The Academic Planning Committee presented two proposals to change the Coursework 
Elsewhere during Senior Year Petition policy, which was discussed and approved by 
voice vote.

http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/reports/budget_committee_report_senate_dec_2015.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/old_business/Committee_on_By-Laws_and_FAM/CLEAN_NOTICE_OF_INTENT_DISABILITIES.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/old_business/Committee_on_By-Laws_and_FAM/NOTICE_OF_INTENT_FAM_Attendance_Policy.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/nov-2014/new_business/other/Resolution_to_change_online_student_evaluation_date.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/nov-2014/new_business/other/Resolution_to_delineate_student_evaluation_policy_in_FAM.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/Academic_Planning_Committee/Senior_Year_Petition_Policy-recommended-changes-memo.pdf


The Interim Provost presented the customary resolution from the Senate that the Board 
of Trustees award degrees at graduation to students who have completed their 
requirements, which passed on unanimous voice vote.

----

The meeting adjourned at 7:19PM

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Duvall
Faculty Secretary

Curriculum Committee Proposals Approved
1. Psychology (PDF: all PSYC proposals. Overview, PDF p. 1)

a. Change of major (BS) (PDF p. 5)
b. Change of major (BA) (PDF p. 14)
c. New Course Proposals

(1) PSYC 359 - Study Abroad in Neuroscience (PDF p. 23)
(2) PSYC 413 - Conditioning and Learning: Advanced Topics (PDF p. 44)
(3) PSYC 422 - Personality Psychology: Advanced Topics (PDF p. 55)
(4) PSYC 423 - Social Psychology: Advanced Topics (PDF p. 67) 

2. Japanese (PDF)
Change of minor – adding a clarifying clause to course listings 

3. Chemistry (PDF)
Course change proposals: HONS 191/191L; 192/192L; 293/293L; 294/294L 
(Proposed Honors sequence) 

4. Finance (PDF: all FINC proposals. Overview, PDF p. 1)
a. Change of major (BS) (PDF p. 4)
b. Change of minor (PDF p. 11)
c. Course change: FINC 418 - Advanced Valuation and Corporate Financial 

Analysis (PDF p. 40)
d. New Courses

(1) FINC 450 - Applied Portfolio Management I (PDF p. 16)
(2) FINC 451 - Applied Portfolio Management II (PDF p. 27) 

5. Geology (PDF: all GEOL proposals. Overview, PDF p. 1)
a. Change of Major (BA) (PDF p. 87)
b. Change of Major (BS) (PDF p. 93)
c. Course Changes

http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/other/resolution_to_award_degrees.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/Faculty_Curriculum_Committee/FCC-PSYC_12-02-2014.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/Faculty_Curriculum_Committee/FCC-JPNS_12-02-2014.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/Faculty_Curriculum_Committee/FCC-CHEM_12-02-2014.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/Faculty_Curriculum_Committee/FCC-FINC_12-02-2014.pdf
http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/Faculty_Curriculum_Committee/FCC-GEOL_12-02-2014.pdf


(1) GEOL 103 - Environmental Geology (PDF p. 13)
(2) GEOL 250 - Introduction to Geochemistry (PDF p. 29)
(3) GEOL 257 - Marine Geology (PDF p. 33)
(4) GEOL 320 - Earth Resources (PDF p. 79)
(5) GEOL 441 - Pollution in the Environment (PDF p. 83)

d. Course Deactivations
(1) GEOL101/101L - Dynamic Earth & Dynamic Earth Laboratory (PDF p. 9)
(2) GEOL 238 - Water Resources (PDF p. 25)
(3) GEOL 252/252L - Mineralogy & Mineralogy Laboratory (PDF p. 51)
(4) GEOL 269/269L - Introduction to Petrology & Introduction to Petrology 

Laboratory  (PDF p. 57)
(5) GEOL 300 - Independent Study in Geology  (PDF p. 37)

e. New Courses 
(1) GEOL 256/256L - Mineralogy and Petrology & Mineralogy and Petrology 

Laboratory (PDF p. 61)
(2) GEOL 291/291L - Water Resources & Water Resources Laboratory (PDF p. 

69)

6. Entrepreneurship (PDF: all PSYC proposals. Overview, PDF p. 1)
a. Change in Minor (PDF p. 26) 
b. Change in Concentration (PDF p. 18)
c. Course Changes

(1) ENTR 320 - New Venture Modeling (PDF p. 30)
(2) ENTR 321 - New Venture Planning (PDF p. 35)
(3) ENTR 335 - Financing New Ventures (PDF p. 41)
(4) ENTR 375 - Research in Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 47)
(5) ENTR 403 - Entrepreneurial Leadership  (PDF p. 76)
(6) ENTR 406 - Social Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 53)
(7) ENTR 407 - Ecopreneurship (PDF p. 59)
(8) ENTR 445 - Seminar in Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 64)
(9) ENTR 451 - Health Sciences Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 70)

d. New Courses
(1) HONS 205 - Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice (PDF p. 5)
(2) ENTR 260 - Special Topics in Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 81)
(3) ENTR 360 - Special Topics in Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 87)
(4) ENTR 420 - Independent Study in Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 94)
(5) ENTR 499 -  Bachelor’s Essay in Entrepreneurship (PDF p. 101)

http://facultysenate.cofc.edu/archives/2014-2015/dec-2014/new_business/Faculty_Curriculum_Committee/FCC-ENTR_12-02-2014.pdf

