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The College of Charleston 

History 262: Colonial Latin America 

Dr. Timothy Coates Section 001 T/R Maybank 306 10:50-12:05 

Office: Maybank 325; Telephone: 953-8031 

Fax: 953-6349 (do not fax me assignments, they get lost)  

E-mail: coatest@cofc.edu (do not email assignments, they also get lost) 

Office hours: T/R 2-4 and by appointment. 

Course Description (from the catalog): “A survey of Spanish and Portuguese colonial America to 1825.  Topics include native populations on the eve 

of conquest, exploration and conquest by Europeans, the development of multiracial societies, the colonial economies, the institutions of Ibero-

American empires, the social, economic, and intellectual roots of revolution and independence movements.”   This course has been approved to satisfy 
Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative program. Upon completion of this course, students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, 
and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region (program learning outcome 3).

Prerequisites:  History 115 and 116. 

Organization, Objectives, and Grading: 

The organization of this class is based on thematic units, with lectures and discussion days as outlined 

below.  The requirements do not assume a familiarity with (or previous coursework in) Latin America, nor do they 

assume the student speaks Spanish or Portuguese.  This is an introductory survey. 

The objectives are to:  

1. Introduce students to major economic, political, and social themes in colonial Latin American history;

2. Increase students’ awareness and appreciation of the rich cultural past of Latin America;

3. Develop critical skills in reading for content, effective writing, listening, and speaking;

4. Encourage students to explore an independent topic related to this course;

5. Promote additional study of Latin America and the wider globe in additional courses in History, Political

Science, Anthropology, foreign languages and other areas, especially for a major or minor in Latin American and 

Caribbean Studies.   

Grading will be based on 145 points, distributed as follows:  

Item        Due      Points 

First Biweekly Assignment (map)   R September 1  10 

Second Biweekly Assignment (discussion)  R September 15 10 

Third Biweekly Assignment (Cortes and Pizzaro) R September 29 15 

Fourth Biweekly Assignment (take home quiz) R October 13  20 

Thesis Statements and First Bibliography  R October 25   5 

Fifth Biweekly Assignment (paper and discussion) T November 1 (10 and 5) 15 

Sixth Biweekly Assignment (discussion)  T November 15 10 

Seventh Biweekly Assignment (AKA “final exam”) T December 13 before 10:00 AM 20 

Oral presentations on primary source   as scheduled    10 

Research Paper     T November 22 30 

Scale in percentages: 100-94= A, 93-90-=A-, 89-87= B+, 86-84= B, 83-80=B-, 79-77= C+, 76-74= C, 73-70=C-, 

69-67= D+, 66-64=D, 63-60=D-, less than 60= F.  

General Requirements for All Written Work   

Margins must be less than one inch on the sides, top, and bottom and must be written in twelve-point type 

(this is twelve point).  The margin is the distance from the body of the text (not your name) to the edge of the paper.  

One-page papers are single-spaced; research papers are double-spaced; Papers that do not conform to these basic 

guidelines will be returned to the student without a grade or comment.  Late papers will be penalized five points for 

each day late.    

During the course, you will be required to write a number of one-page papers.  A one-page paper has a total 

of one page.  It does not have a cover page; it does not have a second page.  Thus, it has the name “one page 
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paper.”  Put your name at the top of the page.  Use all the space available on the page, with less than 1" 

margins on the top, sides, and bottom.  If you submit more than one page for such an assignment, you will receive 

zero points.  For your bibliography and citations, use Turabian and place the information on the BACK of the one 

page assignment.  Refer to the Written Assignment Grading Rubric for more details.  

 Each student will need to select a topic in consultation with me and write a research paper on it for this 

class.  Your completed research paper should be 5-7 pages, double-spaced.  Sources must extend beyond the course 

readings and the Internet to include a maximum of two Internet sources and a minimum of two articles from 

academic journals and three books.  That is the minimum.  If you expect to receive a grade higher than the minimum 

(D), then read more.  Students who use only course readings and Internet sources will receive zero points for this 

assignment.  By Internet sources, I mean sources that ONLY exist on the Internet not items that you find on the 

Internet that also exist in reality.  Note that your thesis statements are due on Thursday October 25 and the 

completed essays are due before the Thanksgiving break.  With these deadlines, you will receive your graded essay 

at the end of class.  I want you to select a topic of interest to you but this topic MUST be approved by me and 

MUST be on a subject that relates to Latin America in the colonial era.  For example, if you write on WWII in 

North Africa, you will receive zero points. (Yes, in the past some students have done this and then were surprised 

when they got zero points.)      

 

   The Oral Presentation. 

  Each student in the class will identify one primary source on colonial Latin American history in the library 

and present it to the class in a three to five-minute oral report.  If it is something in print, bring it to class.  If it is 

something you found on the Internet, be prepared to pull it up on the classroom computer to show it to the class.  

Each report should address: Who wrote this, when, and for what audience and why?  What were the historical 

circumstances that surround this document?   

The schedule for these presentations will be determined during the first weeks of the semester.  

 

 You will benefit most from the class and avoid a number of potentially serious problems if you: 

 1. Complete the assigned readings before, not after, each lecture.   

 2. Keep up with readings--do not allow yourself to fall behind.  Reserve a special time in your weekly 

schedules for the readings.    

 3. Borrow notes from a friend in the class in the event you miss a lecture.  Please do not come to my office 

and ask me for a synopsis of a lecture you did not attend.  Attend class if you want to know what we are doing. If 

you do not come to class, then live with the decision that you made.  

 4. Visit me during my office hours to ask any questions you may have.  I am happy to meet with you and 

discuss any issues you might want to raise.  That is why I have office hours.  If you are unable to see me during my 

scheduled office hours, ask for an appointment and we can arrange another time.  Students who make appointments 

with me and then do not show up are not only being rude and inconsiderate but are wasting my time.  Any student 

who does will lose 10 points.  I will not make any future appointments; the student will have to see me during my 

office hours.  

 5.  Review this syllabus carefully and note the dates when essays are due.  Reserve a couple of days just for 

writing the essays for this class.  If you plan your time in this fashion, you will be able to avoid being rushed at the 

last minute trying to complete the required readings and write an essay over material that is new.  The results will 

actually be less work completed over a longer period.  Your essay will reflect a better understanding of the material.   

 6. Submit your own work on time.  That may sound easy, but it means your work (not something written by 

someone else) on the date and time due.  The first day of class we will review the course requirements and the 

meaning of the term plagiarism.   Students guilty of plagiarism will be reported to the honor board of the College.  

All students are reminded that we are required to follow the honor code of the College.  This code is explained in 

detail in the Student Handbook.  Late work will be penalized five points for each day late.  

 

 This syllabus is the guide to this course.  Keep it handy and note the due dates of assignments.  This 

syllabus also clearly outlines the course requirements and expectations. Very important: If you feel that the 
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readings are too long or too hard or the requirements are too demanding, then drop this class.  
When you return on the second day of class, you have agreed to the assignments outlined in this syllabus.  

 

 Eating, drinking, and smoking are prohibited in classrooms and hallways at the College of 

Charleston.  The place for lunch is the cafeteria, not the classroom.  In particular, students are asked not to 

bring liquids (such as coffee or soda) into the classroom since they have the potential to make large messes 

that I will then have to clean up.  Turn off your telephones and pagers before entering class.    

 All College of Charleston students are required to follow the rules for classroom behavior outlined in 

the Student Handbook. These include (but are not limited to): entering class on time, paying attention in 

class, being quiet during films and lectures as well as when other students are speaking, leaving when the 

class is over, not before.  The classroom is not the place to apply make up, make telephone calls, read 

newspapers or eat and drink.  I will greatly appreciate it if students would remember this and not require me 

to bring this to their attention a second time. 

I will permanently remove students from this class if they engage in disrupting activities, such as 

those listed above.     

 

 Attendance Policy 

 This course covers a huge geographical area and spans three centuries.  Yet, we only meet twice per week 

for fourteen weeks.  As a result, each of our sessions is important.  My lectures will cover material that is not in any 

of the textbooks for this class.  I strongly urge you at attend each class, since there is an immediate and obvious 

connection between attendance and your grade.  If you decide to pay for this class and not attend it, that is your 

decision and you will have to face the consequences.  You will note that part of your grade is based on discussion 

sessions.  Obviously, if you are absent, you cannot participate in a discussion session, nor is there any possible 

make up.  If you are absent on a discussion day, you will receive zero points for that session.  It does not make any 

difference why; the fact of the matter is that you did not participate in that discussion.  Students are responsible for 

all the readings, not just the portions assigned for a discussion.  Students who discuss their assigned readings and 

who then leave the class will receive zero points and will be encouraged to learn some basic classroom manners.  If 

the discussion exercises do not generate the interest and discussion they are designed to, they will be replaced with 

written quizzes over the material.     

 Each semester I have 100 or more students in my various classes.  Please do not call the History 

Department secretaries or me to say that you will be absent on a given day.  Even if I did take attendance 

(which I do not) it would be impossible for me to keep up with 100 students and their daily attendance record.   

 

     Required materials (7 items)  

At the College of Charleston bookstore on Calhoun Street and University Books on King Street:  

1.  Lockhart and Schwartz, Early Latin America,   

2.  Miguel Leon-Portilla, ed.  The Broken Spears: the Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico  (abbreviated as 

Leon-Portilla, Broken Spears).   

3.  Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca.  Castaways.   

4.  Andrien, Kenneth.  The Human Tradition in Colonial Latin America (abbreviated as Human Tradition),  

5. Map of Latin America (distributed in class) 

6. Draft copy of a section of Brazil at the Dawn of the Eighteenth Century 

 

Students will also select one of the following two books:  

7.a Kris Lane. Quito 1599 or  

7.b Cook and Cook. Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance.  

 

 

 

 Schedule of Lectures and Required Readings 
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Please note that the schedule as outlined below is subject to change in case of unforeseen or 

extenuation circumstances (e.g. hurricanes, power outages, flooding classrooms, air-conditioning failures, 

jackhammers being used on the street outside, etc.).  Films may or may not be used, as time allows. Students are 

encouraged to review films in the media laboratory on the second floor of the Education Center.  Please note that 

students are responsible for all the material in the readings, announcements made in class, and what is presented in 

each lecture, whether they attend or not.  

 

Session number/day/date/month/theme(s)/readings/assignments 

 

1. T August 23.  Introductions.  Course expectations and requirements.  Icebreaker exercises.  The physical 

geography of Latin America. Film: Introducing South America, number 1588, 15 minutes. Map assignment 

started. The Iberians push into the Atlantic Ocean.  

 

2.  R August 25.  Unit 1-Before.  For Unit 1, read: Early Latin America, pp. 1-58. The Iberians push into the 

Atlantic Ocean. Begin reading Human Tradition, pp. 1-50 

 

3.  T August 30. Unit 1-Before. Formation of the Atlantic World. 

  

4.  R September 1. Unit 1-Before. The Americas Before Being Latin. First biweekly assignment due (completed 

map). 
 

5.  T September 6. Unit 2-Contact and Conquest. For Unit 2, read: Early Latin America pp. 59-121, Broken Spears, 

pp. vii-49, and reading Human Tradition, pp. 51-84.  

 

6.  R September 8.  Unit 2-Contact and Conquest.  Before class read: Broken Spears, pp. 50-82. Movie: The World: 

A Television History, part 16: America Before the Europeans, (OMT #2049 part 16, 30 minutes).   

 

7.  T September 13. Unit 2-Contact and Conquest.  Before class finish, Broken Spears, pp. 83-149.  

 

8.  R September 15. Unit 2-Contact and Conquest. Second biweekly assignment.  Discussion of the readings.  

Human Tradition, 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Tradition, 2 Human Tradition, 3 Human Tradition, 4 Human Tradition, 5 

Early Latin America 

pp. 1-30 

 

 

 

 

Early Latin America 

pp. 31-58 

Early Latin America pp.  

pp. 59-85 

Early Latin America pp.  

pp. 86-121 

Broken Spears  

pp. ix-12 

Broken Spears 

pp. 13-36 

 

 

 

Broken Spears 

pp. 37-61 

Broken Spears 

pp. 62-90 

Broken Spears 

pp. 91-126 

Broken Spears 

pp. 127-145 

Broken Spears 

pp. 145-174 
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9.  T September 20 Unit 3: Ruling New World Empires.  Begin reading Castaways, pp.1-65 and Early Latin 

America, pp. 122-180.  

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

10. R September 22. Unit 3: Ruling New World Empires. Finish reading Castaways, pp. 66-128. 

 Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

11.  T September 27. Unit 3: Ruling New World Empires. For this section, read: Early Latin America pp. 181-201. 

 

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

 

12.  R September 29. Unit 3: Ruling New World Empires. Third biweekly assignment due 

 Oral presentation: _____________________________ and _________________________________ 

Using all the readings assigned to this point, in a single-spaced one page paper make an argument that Cortes and 

Pizarro were either heroic conquerors or destroying villains.  Support your views with specific actions and events 

from the readings.  

 

13.  T October 4. Unit 4.  Population and Labor. For this unit, read: Early Latin America pp. 202-252; Human 

Tradition, pp. 85-188. 

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and ______________________ 

 

14.  R October 6.  Unit 4.  Population and Labor.  

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

15.  T October 11. Unit 4.  Population and Labor. 

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

16.  R October 13. Unit 4.  Population and Labor.  Labor Systems. Fourth biweekly assignment due.  

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

    FALL BREAK OCTOBER 17-18 

 

17.  R October 20.  Unit 4.  Population and Labor.  Catch up day. Work on your own in the library to develop your 

thesis statements and bibliography.  

 

18.  T October 25.  Unit 4.  Population and Labor.  Slavery and the Slave Trade. Thesis statements due for 

research papers.  

Students will need to select one of the following two books for the assignment on November 15th:   

Kris Lane. Quito 1599 or 

Cook and Cook. Good Faith and Truthful Ignorance 

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

19.  R October 27. Slavery and the Slave Trade.   

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

20.  T November 1. Fifth biweekly assignment due.  Your section of Brazil at the Dawn of the Eighteenth Century 

is now due, with comments.  

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 
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21.  R November 3. Unit 5: Production, Exchange, and Defense.  For this unit, read: 

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

22.  T November 8.  Unit 5: Production, Exchange, and Defense.  

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

23.  R November 10. Unit 6:  Living in an Empire.  For this unit, read Early Latin America, pp. 253-304,     

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

24.  T  November 15. Unit 6:  Living in an Empire. Sixth biweekly assignment due on your selected reading.  

Class discussion of the two books. Your one page paper, after briefly reviewing the outline of your selected work, 

should answer the following questions:  

 1.  What is the author's main thesis?  

 2.  What is it based on?  

3.  Does the author prove his or her point? Why do you think so?  

 4.  What are the sources, especially the primary sources? 

 

 

25.  R November. 17 Unit 7: Imperial Expansion.  For this unit, read Early Latin America, pp. 305-426; Human 

Tradition Human Tradition, pp. 189-308.  

Oral presentation: _______________________________and_________________________________ 

 

26.  T 25 November 22.  Unit 7: Imperial Expansion. Research papers due. Showing of The Mission.  

 

   THANKSGIVING BREAK NOVEMBER 23-24-25 

 

27.  T November 29.  Unit 8:  Crisis and Collapse.   

Oral presentation: _________________________________ and _________________________________ 

 

 

28.  R December 1. Last Day of Classes. Sixth discussion session. Final exam distributed.  

 

Early Latin America 

pp. 305-368 

 

 

 

 

Human Tradition 11, pp. 189-210. Human Tradition 12, pp. 211-228. 

Human Tradition 13, pp. 229-240. 

 

 

 

 

Human Tradition 14, pp. 241-258. Human Tradition 15, pp. 259-277. 

Human Tradition 16, pp. 278-292. 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Tradition 17, pp. 293-308. Early Latin America 

pp. 405-426 
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Final exam due no later than Tuesday December 13 at 10:00 AM.  Turn into my box in the History 

Department or slip it under my office door.  If you would like to know your grade for the class, look on Cougar 

Trail.  If you would like to know why you received the grade that you did, you need to come see me in person at 

the beginning of the Spring 2012 semester.  Professors cannot discuss students’ grades over the telephone or 

Internet due to Federal privacy laws. 
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History 262: Colonial Latin America     Map Terms 

 

 Knowledge of the basics of Latin American geography is critical for understanding its 

history.  For this reason, you should familiarize yourself with the location of the places that follow.  

Most of these will be mentioned in the lectures or appear in the required readings for this course. 

 

 Atlases are located in the library reference room.  Rand-McNally, The National Geographic, 

and The Times are three of the many excellent atlases available.  Shepherd's Historical Atlas is one 

of the numerous historical atlases, which will help you complete this exercise.  Many of these terms 

also appear in maps in your readings.  The objective of this exercise is to recreate what Latin 

America looked like during the colonial era, so do not put modern political names (such as 

Ecuador, a modern country) or modern political boundaries on your map.  For this assignment, 

imagine that the year is 1770.     

 

1. Rivers, Lakes, Estuaries, Bodies of Water, Gulfs.  (Where located for confusing names).   

    Rivers: St. Lawrence; Mississippi and its major tributaries including the Ohio, Missouri, 

Tennessee, Arkansas, and Red; Columbia; Snake; Sacramento; Colorado (North America); Rio 

Grande (North America); Orinoco; Magdalena; the Amazon and its major tributaries including the: 

Marañon, Ucayali, Negro, Madeira, Branco, Juruá, and the Tocantins; São Francisco (South 

America); and the Rio de la Plata and its system including the: Uruguay, Paraná, Pilocomayo, and 

the Paraguay Rivers. 

 Lakes: Titicaca, Maracaíbo, Nicaragua, and Managua.  

  Gulfs of: Panama, Mexico, California, and Tehuantepec.  

 Seas and Oceans: Pacific, Atlantic, and Caribbean. 

 Straits: Magellan, Juan de Fuca.   

 Capes: Horn, São Roque. 

 

2. Mountain Ranges, Peaks, Deserts, Other Specific Regions. 

  Mountains:  Rocky, Sierra Madre Occidental, Sierra Madre Oriental, Sierra Maestra (Cuba), 

Guiana Highlands, Brazilian Highlands and Andes.   

 Peaks: McKinley, Pikes, Long’s, Whitney, Popocatépetl, Orizaba, Irazú. Barú, Cocuy, Huila, 

Cayambe, Chimborazo, Huascaran, and Aconcagua.      

 Deserts: Death Valley, Arizona-Sonoran, Peruvian coastal, and Atacama.  

 Other Specific regions/areas: Florida, Alto and Baja California, Yucatán, N.E. Brazil, The 

Gran Chaco, The Pampas, Patagonia (Argentina), Minas Gerais, and Tierra del Fuego.  

 

3.  Islands (some of these you will have to draw in by hand on your North American map): The 

Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica, Hispañola, Puerto Rico, Trinidad, The Greater Antilles, The Lesser 

Antilles, Barbados, Caymans, Tortue, Falklands/Malvinas, and Galapagos.  

 

4. Political Units: Viceroyalties of: New Spain, New Granada, Peru, and La Plata/Buenos Aires; 

State of Maranhão e Pará, Brazil, Guianas (British, Dutch, and French) British Honduras (Belize), 

British North America, and French North America.  

 

5. Cities (modern country where located for smaller or more confusing names): In the modern USA: 

Boston, Newport, New York, Charleston, Savannah, St. Augustine, New Orleans, St. Louis, San 
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Antonio, El Paso, Santa Fé, San Diego, San Francisco, Los Angeles and Tucson.  Mexico City, 

Veracruz, Acapulco, Zacatecas, Havana, Santiago de Cuba, Santo Domingo, San Juan (Puerto Rico).  

In Central America: Antigua, León, Cartago, Portobello, and Panamá.  In South America: Caracas, 

Cartagena, Bogotá, Quito, Guayaquil, Callao, Lima, Cuzco, Potosí, Santiago de Chile, Buenos Aires, 

Asunción, Colônia do Sacramento (Uruguay), Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro, Ouro Preto, Diamantina, 

Salvador or Bahia (Brazil), São Luís, and Belém. 

 

 





Latin America since Independence 

History 263 - Spring 2016 

Dr. Lisa Pinley Covert 

Maybank 214, (843) 953-3033 

covertlp@cofc.edu 

Office hours: W 1-2:50, and by appt. 

Themes and Goals of the Course 

Although contemporary issues such as the debates over immigration and the war on drugs keep Latin 

America in the news cycles, few people in the United States understand their southern neighbors’ historical 

struggles to attain political stability, economic growth, and social justice, or the complex role the United 

States has played in those processes. These struggles have historically transcended national borders and have 

had important implications for U.S. foreign and domestic policies, giving Americans a clear stake in learning 

more about the Latin American nations. Building upon the legacies of the colonial era, this course focuses 

on the history of Latin America from the wars of independence to the present. “Latin America” 

encompasses Mexico, Central and South America, as well as the Caribbean. Because of the large 

geographical and chronological scope, this course will not concentrate solely on specific events and leaders. 

Rather, it will take a comparative approach with an emphasis on the broader political, economic, and cultural 

themes that connect or differentiate particular national histories. Ultimately this course seeks to provide 

students with a better understanding of Latin America’s historical trajectory and, as a result, a better 

understanding of the integral role Latin America plays in the world today. This course has been approved to 
satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative program. Upon completion of this course, students 
will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region 
(program learning outcome 3).

Humanities Student Learning Outcomes to be assessed in the final exam: 

Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions 

of human culture. 

Outcome 2:  Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline and 

interpret the material in writing assignments 

Course Requirements 

This course combines lecture with discussion, films, and other interactive assignments.  The final 

grade will be based on course participation (20%), a map quiz (5%), a paper (25%), a midterm exam 

(25%), and a final exam (25%). 

Participation: Consistent and thoughtful participation will determine a substantial part of your final 

grade. Participation opportunities may take the form of discussion, group activities, or other in-class 

assignments. Attendance will be taken during each class session. Absence from class for any reason 

precludes participation and may have an adverse effect on your grade. If you do miss a class meeting 

you will be responsible for getting notes from a classmate. Absence Memos do not automatically 

excuse your absence from class. If a documented illness, injury, or other emergency prevented 

you from attending a class, please notify me via email or during my office hours in addition to 



contacting the Absence Memo office. If you will likely miss multiple classes due to chronic health 

conditions, work conflicts, family obligations, travel for athletic competitions, or any other reason, 

please come to my office hours to discuss this ASAP. 

  
Map Quiz: An in-class map quiz on January 19 will ask you to identify key regions, cities, and 

geographic features of modern Latin America. You may only make-up the quiz if you make 

arrangements with the instructor prior to the quiz date or if you have a documented excuse for your 

absence on that date. 

 

Paper: A 5-7 page paper analyzing the book The Country Under My Skin (see below) in the context of 

the themes of the course is due on April 5. Papers must be uploaded to the designated dropbox on 

OAKS before class begins on the due date and must be formatted accordingly: 1-inch margins, 12-

point font, double-spaced, page numbers in the header or footer. Hard copies will not be accepted 

unless you made arrangements with me prior to the due date. Late papers will not be accepted unless 

you made arrangements with me prior to the due date or you have documentation for a medical 

emergency that prevented you from completing the paper on time. More details to follow.  
 

Midterm Exam: This in-class exam on February 23 will cover topics from the first half of the course 

and will consist of short answer questions and two essay questions. More details to follow. 

   
Final Exam: The final exam will consist of short answer and essay questions similar to those on the 

midterm; more details to follow. The exam will be held on April 26 between 4pm and 7pm. 

 

Academic Honor Code: You may not represent the words or ideas of another as your own - 

intentionally or unintentionally. All cases of plagiarism will be reported to the Honor Board and may 

suffer consequences ranging from a zero on the assignment to expulsion from the university 

depending on the severity of the offense. If you have any questions about how to avoid plagiarism 

or how to properly cite sources, please come discuss this during my office hours.  

 

SNAP Accommodations 

If there is a student in the class who has a documented disability and has been approved to receive 

accommodations through the Center for Disability Services/SNAP, please come and discuss this 

with me during my office hours. 

  
Grading Scale 

A: 94-100 

A-: 90-93 

B+: 87-89 

B: 84-86 

B-: 80-83 

C+: 77-79 

C: 74-76 



C-: 70-73 

D+: 67-69 

D: 64-66 

D-: 60-63 

F: 0-59 

  
Assigned Readings 

The following required texts are available for purchase at the bookstore: 

John Charles Chasteen, Born in Blood and Fire: Latin American Voices (LAV) 

Robert Holden and Eric Zolov, Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History (LAUS) 

Alma Guillermoprieto, Looking for History: Dispatches from Latin America (Guillermoprieto) 

Gioconda Belli, The Country Under My Skin: A Memoir of Love and War (Belli) 

  
Other assigned readings can be located on OAKS. 

  
All assessments in this class will be based on the above texts and lecture.  However, those students 

who would like to supplement the assigned readings with a traditional textbook should speak with 

me for recommendations.  

  
Course Schedule and Reading Assignments 

*Please note: The readings listed for each class should be completed by the beginning of 

that class.  

  
Week 1:  Jan. 7   Introduction/Colonial Legacies and Paths to Independence 

Readings: LAV, 1-3, 25-27, skim through the documents in these first 

chapters  

  
Week 2:  Jan. 12   Liberals and Conservatives in the Latin American Context 

Readings: OAKS, Agustín de Iturbide, “Plan of Iguala,” From The 

Mexico Reader, 192-195; The Editors of El Tiempo, “A Conservative 

Profession of Faith,” from Mexico Reader, 220-225; Mariano Otero, 

“Considerations Relating to the Political and Social Situation of the 

Mexican Republic,” from Mexico Reader, 226-238  

Jan. 14   Plantation Societies and the Long Road to Emancipation 

Readings: LAV, Henry Koster, “Travels in Brazil,” 61-69 and Jorge 

Isaacs, “María,” 98-101; OAKS, “Sugar, Slavery, and Colonialism,” 

and John G. F. Wurdemann, “A Physician’s Notes on Cuba,” from 

The Cuba Reader, 37-43; Joaquim Nabuco, “Slavery and Society,” from 

The Brazil Reader, 143-144; “Law Regulating Beggars in Minas 

Gerais,” from Brazil Reader, 146-147 

  
Week 3:  Jan. 19   *MAP QUIZ* 



Nineteenth-Century Social and Cultural Life 

Readings: LAV, Frances Calderón de la Barca, “Life in Mexico,” 73-

77; “Creating National Identities,” 78-80; and Various Authors, “A 

Mexican Self-Portrait,” 91-97; OAKS, Pilcher, “Many Chefs in the 

National Kitchen: Cookbooks and Identity in Nineteenth-Century 

Mexico,” from Latin American Popular Culture since Independence, 137-

152  

Jan. 21   Order and Progress: Modernizing the Nation 

Readings: LAV, Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, “Facundo,” 80-86; 

“The Perils of Progress,” 106-108; Joaquim Maria Machado de Assis, 

“Evolution,” 112-117; and Clorinda Matto de Turner, “Birds Without 

a Nest,” 120-124; José Enrique Rodó, “Ariel,” 136-140  

  
Week 4:  Jan. 26  Export Economies and the Triumph of Neocolonialism 

Readings: LAV, “Reactions Against Neocolonialism,” 134-136; 

OAKS, Melillo, “The First Green Revolution: Debt Peonage and the 

Making of the Nitrogen Fertilizer Trade,” American Historical Review 

Oct 2012, 1028-1060  

Jan. 28  U.S. Gunboat Diplomacy in the Caribbean Basin 

Readings: LAV, José María Vargas Vila, “Facing the Barbarians,” 

140-143; LAUS, “Platt Amendment,” 82-83; OAKS, O’Brien, 

“Liberal Revolutions and Corporate Culture” from The Revolutionary 

Mission: American Enterprise in Latin America, 1900-1945  

  
Week 5:  Feb. 2   Defining Citizens: The Challenge of Race and Gender 

Readings: LAV, Euclides da Cunha, “The Backlands,” 143-150; 

“Cultivating Non-European Roots,” 162-164; OAKS, Findlay, 

“Motherhood, Marriage, and Morality: Male Liberals and Bourgeois 

Feminists, 1873-1898,” from Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality 

and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870-1920, 53-76  

Feb. 4  Origins of the Mexican Revolution 

     Readings: OAKS, Meyer, Sherman, and Deeds, “The Liberal  

     Indictment and the Overthrow of Diáz,” from The Course of Mexican  

     History, 421-441; Arnold and Frost, “Porfirio Diáz Visits Yucatán,”  

     from The Mexico Reader, 273-278; Zapata and others, “Plan de  

     Ayala,” Mexico Reader, 339-343; and Ricardo Flores Magón, “Land  

     and Liberty,” Mexico Reader, 335-338 

  
Week 6:  Feb. 9   The Constitution of 1917 and the Consolidation of Mexico’s 

Revolutionary State 

Readings: OAKS, “Constitution of 1917,” from Mexico Reader, 398-

402; Plutarco Elías Calles, “Mexico Must Become a Nation of 



Institutions and Laws,” Mexico Reader, 421-425; Lewis, “The Nation, 

Education, and the ‘Indian Problem’ in Mexico, 1920-1940,” from 

The Eagle and the Virgin: Nation and Cultural Revolution in Mexico, 1920-

1940, 176-195  

Feb. 11  Latin America’s Twentieth-Century Cultural Renaissance 

Readings: LAV, Vicente Rossi, “Black Stuff,” 158-161; OAKS, 

Hershfield, “Screening the Nation,” from The Eagle and the Virgin, 

259-278 

  
Week 7:  Feb. 16  Depression, Nationalism, and Populism 

Readings: LAUS, Carleton Beals, “With Sandino in Nicaragua,” 126-

128; Josephus Daniels, “Populist Diplomacy in Mexico,” 144-147; 

Guillermoprieto, “Little Eva,” 2-17 

Feb. 18  Experiments with ISI 

Readings: LAUS, Raúl Prebisch, “A New Economic Model for Latin 

America,” 189-191; OAKS, Dinius, “Inducing an Industrial 

Revolution: The Creation of a National Steel Company,” from 

Brazil’s Steel City: Developmentalism, Strategic Power, and Industrial Relations 

in Volta Redonda, 1941-1964, 14-38 

  
Week 8:  Feb. 23  MIDTERM 

Feb. 25  Guatemala: Reform and Reaction 

     Readings: LAV, “Cold War Visions,” 188-190; Central Intelligence 

     Agency, “Declassified Message,” 190-194; Miguel Angel Asturias,  

     “Weekend in Guatemala,” 195-209, Eduardo Galeano, “Memory of  

 Fire,” 210-216; LAUS, John C. Dreier, “Terminating a Revolution in 

Guatemala - A View from Washington,” 192-194; Luis Cardoza y 

Aragón, “Terminating a Revolution in Guatemala - A View from 

Guatemala,” 194-196  

  
Week 9:  Mar. 1   Cuba: The Road to Revolution 

Readings: OAKS, Fidel Castro, “History Will Absolve Me,” from 

Cuba Reader, 306-314; LAUS, Herbert L. Matthews, “With Castro in 

the Sierra Maestra,” 202-204; Lázaro Cárdenas, “Mexico and the 

Cuban Revolution,” 207-210; John F. Kennedy, “Lessons of the Bay 

of Pigs,” 224-226; Fidel Castro, “The Second Declaration of 

Havana,” 233-236 

Mar. 3   Cold War: A New Logic for Old Conflicts 

Readings: LAV, “Guerrilla Warfare,” 217-219; Evelio Buitrago 

Salazar, “Zarpazo: Memoir of a Colombian Army Officer,” 219-224; 

Jacobo Arenas, “Diary of a Guerrilla,” 224-228; LAUS, Juscelino 

Kubitschek, “Operation Pan America,” 205-206; “The Act of 



Bogotá,” 211-214; John F. Kennedy, “The Alliance for Progress,” 

221-223; Thomas C. Mann, “The Principles of Economic 

Development,” 238-240  

  
Week 10:  NO CLASS, Spring Break   

  

Week 11:  Mar. 15 NO CLASS (Dr. Covert research presentation in Colombia) 

Mar. 17 Southern Cone Dictatorships 

Readings: LAUS, Vernon A. Walters, “The United States and the 

Brazilian coup,” 243-247; LAV, Movement for National Liberation, 

“The Tupamaros in Action,” 229-233; Nancy Guzmán, “Confessions 

of a Torturer,” 238-243  

 

Week 12:  Mar. 22 Revolutionary 1968 

Readings: Guillermoprieto, “The Harsh Angel,” 72-86; LAUS, 

Ernesto “Che” Guevara, “Two, Three, Many Vietnams,” 251-253; 

U.S. Department of State, “Massacre in Mexico,” 263-265; Nelson A. 

Rockefeller, “The Rockefeller Report,” 265-267 

Mar. 24  Central American Crucible 

Readings: LAV, Claribel Alegría, “They Won’t Take Me Alive,” 233-

238; OAKS, Romero, “The Last Sermon” from The Origins of Conflict 

in El Salvador, 377-380; Belli, ix-25  

 

Week 13:  Mar. 29 The Rise and Fall of the Sandinistas 

Readings: Belli, 26-225; LAUS, Ronald Reagan, “The Fear of 

Communism in Central America,” 304-306; Central Intelligence 

Agency, “Teaching Sabotage,” 307-309 

Mar. 31  Discussion: The Country Under My Skin 

Readings: Belli, 226-369 

  
Week 14:  Apr. 5   PAPER DUE 

Transnational Networks of Revolution and Counterrevolution 

Readings: OAKS, Armony, “Transnationalizing the Dirty War: 

Argentina in Central America,” from In From the Cold, 134-159; 

LAUS, U.S. Department of Defense, “Operation Condor,” 292-293; 

Audrey Seniors, “Solidarity,” 321-323; U.S. Department of Defense, 

“A School of the Americas ‘Study Manual’,” 327-330 

Apr. 7   Paths to Democratization 

Readings: LAUS, Eduardo Galeano, “We Say No,” 330-332; 

Oswaldo Payá Sardiñas, et al., “Amending the Cuban Revolution: 

The Varela Project,” 367-372; The Commission for Historical 

Clarification, “Truth and Reconciliation in Guatemala,” 372-377 



  
Week 15:  Apr. 12  Indigenous Groups Reclaim the Nation 

Readings: Guillermoprieto, “Zapata’s Heirs” and “The Unmasking,” 

185-223; LAUS, “The North American Free Trade Agreement,” 342-

345; The EZLN, “Insurgency After the Cold War,” 345-347; Juan 

Evo Morales Ayma, “We Indigenous Peoples,” 393-397 

Apr. 14  Drug Wars: Colombia and Mexico 

Readings: Guillermoprieto, “Our New War,in Colombia,” 18-39; 

“The Peso,” 275-285; LAUS, “The Drug War: ‘Plan Colombia’,” 378-

382; OAKS, Goldman, “Mexico’s Missing Forty-Three: One Year, 

Many Lies, and a Theory That Might Make Sense,” The New Yorker 

  
Week 16:  Apr. 19  Latin America’s Pink Tide 

Readings: LAUS, Hugo Chávez Frías, “The Devil Came Here 

Yesterday,” from Latin America and the United States, 397-400; OAKS, 

Carlsen, “The Continental Drift of the Left,” from NACLA Report on 

the Americas, 5-7; Friedman, “How Pink Is the ‘Pink Tide’?” NACLA 

Report on the Americas, 16; Weisbrot, “A Bank of Their Own: Latin 

America Casting Off Washington’s Shackles,” from Alternet.org; 

Grandin, “On the Legacy of Hugo Chávez,” The Nation  

  
Apr. 26, 4-7 pm   FINAL EXAM 

  
  

     

 

 

 





 1 

     The College of Charleston 
History 364.01         Sugar and Slaves in Colonial Brazil  
Spring Semester 2016       Professor Timothy Coates 
T/R 9:25-10:40      Office: 324 Maybank Hall; Telephone 953-8031  
Maybank Hall 302   Office Hours: W and R 11-12 and W 1:30-3:30, and by appointment 
E-mail:   coatest@cofc.edu    
Do NOT send assignments via email or fax because they will get lost.    
  
Course Description and Prerequisites:  
 This course provides an overview of the history of Brazil from the arrival of the Portuguese in 1500 to 
Brazilian independence in the 1820s. I place emphasis on colonial society, especially the themes of slavery 
and sugar and how colonial Brazilian society was linked with the Atlantic economy of Portugal and Africa 
(especially Angola) and the greater Portuguese Empire. 
 The prerequisites for this class are the completion of History 100 level general education requirements. 
Students will normally have taken at least one course in History numbered 200 or higher before taking this 
class.  I assume you have completed or are currently registered in History 299: The Historian’s Craft.  
However, I do not assume that students have completed other course work in Latin American history or 
Portuguese even though such background would obviously be very helpful.  Students who can read Portuguese 
will be encouraged to use sources written in it.  
This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative program. Upon 
completion of this course, students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 
cultures in a specific world region (program learning outcome 3). 
   
Written Requirements:  

The course will be a combination of lectures, seminars, films, and other activities.  Each student will 
write a ten-page (double-spaced) essay a colonial Brazilian topic that he/she will select in discussions with me.  
Each student will also complete the map exercise, two one-page (single-spaced) reaction papers, a midterm, 
and the final exam.  
 Margins for all papers should be less than one inch on the sides, top, and bottom and papers must be 
written in twelve-point type (this is twelve point).  One-page papers are single-spaced; your ten-page research 
paper is double-spaced.  Research papers should have a maximum of ten pages and should follow the 
guidelines in Turabian.  Papers that do not conform to these basic guidelines will be returned to the student 
without comment or a grade. It is very important that you turn in your assignments in class on the day and 
time they are due.  DO NOT FAX OR EMAIL ME YOUR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS.  DO NOT 
TAPE NOTES OR ASSIGNMENTS TO MY OFFICE DOOR.  Why?  There are over 25 faculty members 
who use the one department fax machine.  Emails may or may not arrive in my in box.  Papers taped to my 
door fall off on the floor in the hallway and are thrown away.  The result is the same: I do not receive your 
work.  All of this is unnecessary and can be avoided by turning in your work in class on the day and time it is 
due.  Late papers will be penalized five points for each day late.   
 During the course, you will be required to write several one-page papers.  A one-page paper has a total 
of one page and is single-spaced.  It does not have a cover page; it does not have a second page.  Put your 
name at the top of the page.  If you submit more than one page for such an assignment, you will receive zero 
points, since a major objective of a one-page paper is to be concise.  A one-page paper will be graded on: 1. 
The links that you establish between the two or three sources assigned; 2. The focus of the assignment; and 3. 
How well your essay is constructed.  Good links can be established by citing specific terms or concepts from 
the two or three sources under review.  For example, contrasting how an institution is shown in a film and in a 
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reading and providing a couple of direct quotes to support your points.  A strong focus can be obtained by 
narrowing your topic to something manageable in the limited space of one page.  For example, religion is too 
broad a topic for a one-page paper but you can discuss the impact of one or two Yoruba orixás in Brazil.  How 
well your essay is written depends on how much time you put into writing it.  The Writing Lab can help you 
with this assignment as well.  Make each word count in your essay and proof read your work to ensure it says 
exactly what you mean.  
 Pay particular attention to the following in your writing:  
 1.  Use active rather than passive voice.  Example: Sugar was made on plantations. This is a weak 
sentence because it is vague and especially because we do not know who made the sugar or how they did it.  
Slaves made sugar on plantations.  Now this is still a bit vague but at least we know who did the action.  Note 
how this sentence can be improved by adding just a couple more details: Slaves toiled fifteens hours a day to 
make sugar on plantations.   Notice that I changed work to toil to give it more emphasis and note also how 
much more information is contained in this new sentence.  Since some students do not recognize these terms, 
let’s see what I mean:  
Passive Voice= a form of “to be”+ the main verb Active Voice=actor is stated, uses only main verb 
Sugar was made.      Slaves made sugar.     
Portuguese is considered to be beautiful.   Portuguese is beautiful.  
 Pay careful attention to your writing; each time you use a passive voice construction you will lose one 
point on the assignment.     
 2.  Avoid repetition and wordiness.  Example: “She tried to put her ideas into practice.”  To put 
something into practice... can you think of one word that means that?  “She went round and round the issue 
without ever answering the question.” Verses “She evaded answering the question.”  In a one-page paper, 
being concise is critical.    
 3.  Use your spell check always.  
 4.  Proof read your work always. 
 5.  Use all the space available on the page. 
 
 Your grade for a one-page paper will automatically be lowered ten percent if you fail to use the spell 
check feature on your computer.  It will be lowered another ten percent if you fail to edit and proofread the 
text.  Every time you use a passive voice construction, you will lose one point.  So, for example, a C paper, 
which the student failed to edit or use the spell check, will receive an F.  
  
Course Assignments and Grading:  
Assignment      Points  Due   
Map exercise      15  January 19    
Discussion exercises/exams 5 points each  15  January 28, March 15, April 12  
Reaction paper to Léry/Staden and film  15  February 2  
Oral Reports on a selected text     5  February 11 and 25 
Midterm      20  February 23   
Reaction paper on Quilombo and readings  15  March 15 
Sugar mills in operation, based on 
  Brazil at the Dawn of the Eighteenth Century 15  March 24    
Research paper     40  April 7   
Final exam      25  April 26 before 11:00 am____  
Total:                   165 
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Course grades will be based on percentages of the following scale: 100-94=A; 93-90=A-; 89-87= B+; 86-84= 
B; 83-80=B-, 79-77= C+; 76-74=C, 73-70=C-; 69-67= D+, 66-64=D, 63-60=D-; less than 60= F.  
 
Special Offer on Final Exam:  
 Students who achieve 100% (20/20 points) on the midterm and research paper (40/40 points) will 
automatically get the 25 points for the final exam and do not need to take it.  Note that you must obtain 100% 
on both the midterm and the research paper, not just one.  
 
Discussion Exercises/Exams: 
  As you will note (above) we will have three days during the semester devoted to discussion/exams on 
assigned readings.  On these days, the class will either have a discussion or an exam.  If it is a discussion 
exercise, students will not know which section of the readings they will discuss until they walk into class that 
day.  Students are responsible for completing ALL the assigned readings up to that date.  These 
discussions/exams have two main purposes: to ensure that all students are caught up with the assigned 
readings and to stimulate discussion among students.  Students who are absent or who come unprepared to the 
discussion sections will not receive any points.  If there is an exam, it will test any section or all the readings 
assigned up to that point.      
  
Attendance Policy:  
 We meet only twice a week and the material in this course will span three centuries for colonial Brazil, 
half the continent of South America.  As a result, your attendance at each session is important.   Students will 
be allowed to miss two classes; the third absence will result in a grade of WA (F) for the course. Please do not 
call the History Department secretaries or email me to say that you will be absent on a given day.  It is 
pointless.  You are allowed two absences with no questions asked.  An attendance sheet will circulate each 
session; you are absent if your signature is not on it.  It is your responsibility to sign your name on the sheet 
and then pass it to the next student.  Students who hold onto the sheet, take it home, put it on empty chairs, or 
otherwise fail to pass it along will receive 10 negative points.  The last student with the sheet should hand it to 
me.  I will report students to the honor board if they sign the attendance sheet and then leave, since they claim 
to be present but are not.  Your third absence will result in a grade of WA.  Students absent on discussion days 
receive zero points. There is no possibility of making-up a discussion day and there are no excused absences 
from class other than a serious illness, which will have to be documented with the Dean of Students.    
 You are responsible for all the material in the readings and what is presented in each lecture, 
and any announcements or changes made in class, posted on oaks, or sent via email, whether you attend 
(or read them) or not. 
 
 GENERAL EDUCATION STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
This course meets the following General Education requirements for Humanities:  
Student Learning Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in 
various expressions of human culture.  
Student Learning Outcome 2: Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the 
discipline and interpret the material in writing assignments.  
These outcomes will be assessed in an essay forming part of the final exam.  
 
	 Disability	Statement:	The	College	will	make	reasonable	accommodations	for	persons	with	
documented	disabilities.	Students	should	apply	at	the	Center	for	Disability	Services	/	SNAP,	
located	on	the	first	floor	of	the	Lightsey	Center,	Suite	104.	Students	approved	for	
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accommodations	are	responsibility	for	notifying	me,	during	my	office	hours,	as	soon	as	possible	
and	for	contacting	me	one	week	before	accommodation	is	needed.		
 
You will benefit most from the class and avoid a number of potentially serious problems if you: 
 1. Complete the assigned readings before the end of each unit.  See the schedule below.    
 2. Keep up with readings--do not fall behind.  Reserve a special time in your weekly schedule for the 
readings.    
 3. Borrow notes from a friend in the class in the event that you miss a class.  If you are concerned 
about your grade and want to improve, attend class.  Please do not come to my office and ask me for a 
synopsis of a missed class or lecture.  If you want to know what we do in class, attend!  However, you 
should feel free to come to me to ask questions if you do not understand something. 
 4. Visit me during my office hours to ask any questions you may have.  I am happy to meet with you 
and discuss any issues you might want to raise.  That is why I have office hours.  If you are unable to see me 
during my scheduled office hours, ask for an appointment and we can arrange another time.  I am also on e-
mail (see the top of page 1) and this is frequently the easiest way to get a quick response to a simple question.  
Notice that I said a simple question, not something like, “What should I write my research paper on?” If you 
come to my office outside of office hours, I may or may not be there and probably will not be able to see you.  
If you make an appointment to see me and then do not appear, this is rude and unacceptable behavior and it 
will result in 10 points deducted from your grade.  For students who do this, I will not reschedule an 
appointment.        
 5.  Review this syllabus carefully and note the dates when assignments are due.  Reserve time just for 
reading and writing for this class.  If you plan your time in this fashion, you will be able to avoid rushing at 
the last minute to complete the required readings and writing an essay over material that is new.  The results 
will actually be less work, completed over a longer period.  Your essay will reflect a better understanding of 
the material.   
 6. Submit your own work on time.  That may sound easy, but it means your work (not something 
written by someone else) on the date and time due.  The first day of class we will review the course 
requirements and the meaning of the term plagiarism.   I will and frequently do report students guilty of 
plagiarism to the honor board of the College.  All students are reminded that we are required to follow the 
honor code of the College.  This code is explained in detail on pages 46-47 of the Student Handbook.  Students 
guilty of plagiarism or any other violation of the honor code (such as being disrespectful or lying to other 
students or the professor) will automatically receive an F in this class.  
 7. Read this syllabus carefully. It is somewhat long and detailed and answers many questions students 
ask. Each time you ask me a question I have already answered on this syllabus, I will deduct 10 points 
from your grade.  
 
 The Student Handbook from the College of Charleston very clearly states that eating, drinking, 
and smoking are prohibited in classrooms and hallways at the College of Charleston.  Students are 
specifically requested not to make or receive telephone calls on cell phones during the class period. 
Please turn off your telephones before class begins. Students are also reminded that the classroom is not 
the appropriate place to read newspapers, apply make up, comb hair, or other similar activities of 
personal grooming.  If necessary, on the first day of class, I will be happy to explain why these activities 
are not appropriate in a class.  I will appreciate not being required to ask students a second time to 
refrain from any of the above.  I will permanently remove students from this class if they insist upon 
engaging in these or similar disruptive activities, such as arriving late or leaving early or checking their 
cell phones.   
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Required materials (in the College of Charleston Bookstore, at University Books on King Street, 
available on the internet, and on reserve at the circulation desk in the library):  
1. Hammond Student Project Map of South America (distributed the first day of class)  
2. Antonil, André João. Brazil at the Dawn of the Eighteenth Century  
3. Schwartz, Stuart, ed. Early Brazil 
4. Diffie, Bailey W.  A History of Colonial Brazil, 1500-1792 
5. Sweet, James Recreating Africa 
 
Oral report on a selected text:  
 For this assignment, you will need to select a scholarly text on colonial Brazil or the Portuguese 
Empire and make a five-minute oral report on it beginning on February 11th.  In your report, you will want 
to be sure to state the thesis of the work, the primary sources the author used to support it, and if the author 
convinced you of his/her thesis and why or why not.  I have posted my bibliography on Oaks and this is a 
good place to start looking for a title or theme that interests you.  The major objective of this assignment is for 
you to begin to review some of the secondary works on colonial Brazil and (ideally) select one that will get 
you started on your research paper. Many of the works I have listed are not in the College library, so you need 
to start this assignment early to request works from other libraries.    
 
     Course Schedule 
 Please note that this schedule is subject to change in the event of unforeseen circumstances, such as 
hurricanes, electrical outages, flooded classrooms, a broken air-conditioning system, a leaking roof or 
windows, road repair involving jackhammers and huge trucks, construction crews working across the street, 
and other factors that are obviously beyond my control.  Yes, folks all these things have really happened 
(sometimes in combinations), and many other things, too!  
 
1.  Thursday January 7: First Day of Class.  Introductions and course expectations. Maps distributed and 
assigned.  
 
 Unit 1: Becoming a Colony. Reading for this unit: Diffie, History of Colonial Brazil, chapters 1 and 
2, pp. 1-52; and Schwartz, Early Brazil, pp.1-36.   
Students need to select either Léry or Staden for the next unit. Léry, History of a Voyage to the land of 
Brazil, pp. 1-50 or Staden, True History, pp. I-CIV (introduction).  
2. Tuesday January 12 
3. Thursday January 14.  At this point, you should be done with the readings in Unit 1.  
 
 Unit 2: The Sixteenth Century.  Readings for this unit: Diffie, History of Colonial Brazil, chapters 3-
8, pp. 53-206; Schwartz, Early Brazil, pp. 36-197; and Léry, History of a Voyage to the land of Brazil pp. 51- 
224 or Staden, True History, pp. 1-145.  
  
4.  Tuesday January 19.  Completed maps due. 
5.  Thursday January 21.  
6.  Tuesday January 26. Film: How Tasty was my Little Frenchman  (80 minutes). 
7.  Thursday January 28. Finish film; At this point, you should be done with the readings in Units 1 and 2.  
Discussion exercise #1: all readings assigned to this point. Bring Diffie, Schwartz, and either Léry to Staden 
to class. One page single-spaced reaction paper to Léry/Staden and the film, assigned.  
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Some questions to consider in your paper: Who was the author, why did he write this work, and who was 
his audience? What is his view and understanding of Brazil and its natives? Does the film match his work?  
How or how not?  Did seeing the film help or hinder your appreciation of the text? Be specific and explain 
how and why it did or did not.   
       
 Unit 3: The Sugar Cycle and the Greater Seventeenth Century.  Readings for this unit: Diffie, 
History of Colonial Brazil, chapters 9-15, pp. 207-306; Schwartz, Early Brazil, pp. 198-233; and Sweet, 
Recreating Africa, chapters 1-3, pp. 1-86.  
8.  Tuesday February 2.  First paper is due.  
9.  Thursday February 4. 
10.  Tuesday February 9.  
11.  Thursday February 11. Oral reports on your selected text.  In your report, you will want to discuss the 
thesis of the work, its sources, its intended audience, and how it compliments (or does not complement) the 
assigned readings for this class. At this point, you should have completed the readings assigned for Unit 3.  
 
 Unit 4: Aspects of Brazilian Slavery.  Readings for this unit: Diffie, History of Colonial Brazil, 
chapters 16-18, pp. 307-346; Schwartz, Early Brazil, pp. 264-270; Sweet, Recreating Africa, chapters 4-8, pp. 
87-190 
12.  Tuesday February 16. Midterms distributed. 
13.  Thursday February 18.  
14.  Tuesday February 23. Midterms due. 
15.  Thursday February 25. Oral reports on your selected text, continued.  
16. Tuesday March 1. Quilombo. (114 minutes). Second one page paper assigned. Some questions to 
consider in your paper: How is the institution of slavery depicted in the movie and does this fit with your 
readings?  Discuss specific social and political aspects of African culture shown in Palmares.  How accurate 
did you find the movie?  Why?  
 
17. Thursday March 3. Floating day, activity TBD.  
  
     Spring Break March 7-12, 2016 
 
 Unit 5: Sugar Mills in Operation. Reading for this unit, Antonil, Brazil at the Dawn of the Eighteenth 
Century, up to p. 121.  The class will be divided into sugar mills, which will run for three class periods, each 
class period representing a one-year cycle.  At the end, the accountant on each mill (the group will select its 
accountant, plantation owner, overseer, sugar master, and chaplain) will have to make an oral report to the rest 
of the class and answer questions on the losses and profits the mill has made in the three year period.  Using 
the Antonil text, each mill will calculate the financial impact of each factor.    
 
18. Tuesday March 15. Second one page paper is due. Discussion exercise #2: bring Diffie, Schwartz, and 
Sweet texts to class.   Division of class into mills, factors 1-2-3 occur, end of year one.  
19. Thursday March 17.  Factors 4-5-6, end of year two.  Research paper worksheets are due. 
20.  Tuesday March 22.  Factors 7-8-9, end of year three. Books are closed after calculating factor 9.  
21.  Thursday March 24.  Oral reports from the accountants due in class. (15 points possible for each 
student in mill/group).  Accountants must turn in a written summary of profits and losses for each of the 
factors for the three years, along with the names of the students running each mill. At this point, you should 
have completed the readings for Unit 5.  
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 Unit 6: The Gold and Diamond Cycles of the Eighteenth Century, Readings for this unit: Diffie, 
History of Colonial Brazil, chapters 19-20, pp. 347-368, and Antonil, Brazil at the Dawn of the Eighteenth 
Century, pp. 121-210.    
22.  Tuesday March 29.  
23.  Thursday March 31.  
24.  Tuesday April 5. At this point, you should be done with the readings for Unit 6.  
 
 Unit 7: A Mature Colonial Society Moving Towards Independence. Readings for this unit: Diffie, 
History of Colonial Brazil, chapters 21-27, pp. 472; Sweet, Recreating Africa, chapters 9 and 10, pp. 191-230. 
25.  Thursday April 7. Research papers due.  There are no extensions-do not ask, the answer is no.  
26.  Tuesday April 12. Discussion exercise #3: bring Diffie, Antonil, Schwartz texts to class.  
Graded research papers are returned to students.  
27.  Thursday April 19. Graded research papers are returned to students. 
28.  Tuesday April 21.  Complete all readings by this date.  Last day of class 
 Final exams distributed, due Tuesday April 26 by 11:00 am. Please turn them in to my box in the 
History Department Office (Maybank 202) or my office (Maybank 324) by 11:00 am.   
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
  Terms for map exercise, Colonial Brazil.  
 Knowledge of the basics of Brazilian geography is critical for understanding the area's history.  
For this reason, you should familiarize yourself with the location of the places that follow.  Most of 
these will be mentioned in the lectures or appear in the required readings for this course. 
 I suppose you can try to Google these terms, but the Internet will not help you very much with 
this assignment and it will give you a lot of wrong answers.  I suggest the old fashioned method of 
going to the library and looking at the atlases, located in the library reference room.  Rand-McNally, 
The National Geographic, and The Times are three of the many excellent atlases available.  Shepherd's 
Historical Atlas is one of the numerous historical atlases that will help you complete this exercise.  
Many of these terms also appear in maps in your readings. The objective of this exercise is to recreate 
what Brazil and South America looked like during the colonial era, so do not put modern political 
names on your map.  For example, Venezuela is the name of a modern country that became 
independent in the early nineteenth century.  Since this class deals with the colonial era, that name 
should not appear on your map.  Got it?  Make this map as if you were living in 1700-1750. A 
secondary objective of this assignment is for you to get acquainted with other students in this class and 
to work with them.  As a result, you should underline your name on your map and list the names 
of at least three other students you got to know/worked with on this exercise.  If you fail to 
underline your name, I will not know whose map it is and you will get zero points.  If you do not list 
any other students, I will assume you worked by yourself and you will get a maximum of half the 
points possible.     
Colonial political units outside Brazil, with their important cities: The region of the Guianas (it was 
pretty vague during colonial times) and the cities of Cayenne, Paramaribo, and Georgetown; The 
Viceroyalty of New Granada, Caracas, Cartagena, Bogotá, Quito, Guayaquil, Callao, Lima, Cuzco, and 
Potosí; Viceroyalty of Peru, Lima, La Paz, Potosí, Chile, Santiago; Viceroyalty of Rio de la Plata, 
Asunción, and Buenos Aires.  
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Regions of Brazil  Their important cities:  
Grão Pará e Maranhão Tabatinga, Belém do Pará, Manaus, São Luíz  
Piauí     
Ceará    Fortaleza 
Rio Grande do Norte  Natal 
Paraîba    João Pessoa 
Pernambuco   Recife, Olinda 
Sergipe   Aracaju 
Bahia    Salvador 
Minas Gerais   Belo Horizonte, Ouro Preto, Diamantina 
Espirito Santo   Vitória, Porto Seguro 
Rio de Janeiro   Rio de Janeiro 
São Paulo   São Paulo 
Mato Grosso       
Santa Catarina    
Rio Grande do Sul  Colônia  do Sacramento 
 
 Rivers:  Orinoco; Magdalena; the Amazon and its major tributaries: Marañon, Ucayali, Negro, 
Branco, Madeira, Japurá , Juruá, Tocantins, Purus, Aripuanã, Tapajós, and Xingu; São Francisco; and 
the Rio de la Plata and its system including the: Uruguay, Paraná, Pilocomayo, and the Paraguay 
Rivers. 
Lakes: Titicaca, Maracaíbo.  
Seas and Oceans: Pacific, Atlantic, and Caribbean. 
Straits: Magellan.   
Capes: Horn, São Roque. 
Other features: Rio de la Plata (bay), Lagoa dos Patos, Lagoa Mirim, Guiana Highlands, Amazon 
Basin, Brazilian Highlands, Mato Grosso Plateau, the Northeast of Brazil.





instructor: Timothy Coates 

course_title: HIST_365_080 

number: Modern Brazil 

phone_number: 3-8031 

email_address: coatest@cofc.edu 

course_level: Undergraduate 

Description:  The College of Charleston 
History 365.080 Modern Brazil   Professor Timothy  
Coates 
Spring 2005 Express I  Office: 325 Maybank Hall;  
Telephone 953-8031 
M/W 4-6:45, Maybank 302  Office Hours:  M/T/W/R 2-4  
and by appointment 

Fax 953-6349. E-mail:
coatest@cofc.edu 
If you fax me something, be sure my name is on it in big letters on the 
top.  Please note, VERY IMPORTANT do not send assignments via email.  

Course Description and Prerequisites:  

This course provides an overview of modern Brazilian history from independence to 
recent times. Emphasis will be on social issues and will include: the Brazilian monarchy 
and nineteenth century society, the first republic, the impact of President Vargas, 
industrialization, the military, race, regionalism, and other aspects of modern society.

This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language 
Alternative program. Upon completion of this course, students will contextualize and 
analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region 
(program learning outcome 3).    

The prerequisites for this class are the completion of History 101 and 102, or 
103 and 104.  Students will normally (but not necessarily) have taken at least one 
course in History numbered 200 or higher and usually will have taken at least one 
course dealing with Latin America.  The expectations and requirements for this course 
do not assume that students have completed other course work in Latin American history 
or Portuguese.   

Requirements and Grading:  
The course will be a combination of lectures, seminars, films, 

and other activities.  Each student will complete the following:   

Assignment Points
Session Assigned/  Due 

Readings exercises (4@ 5 points each) 20 3, 6, 
8.  
and 14
Map exercise 10 1

3
First reaction paper on Tropical Versailles 20 

1 6
Second reaction paper on Vassouras/Revolt  20 1 

8



Research paper (1) draft     20  1 
  10 
Research paper (2) final edition    20  1 
  14 
Final exam       30  13 
 March 4  
Total:                 140  
  
Course grades will be based on percentages of the following scale: 100-
90= A; 89-86= B+; 85-80= B; 79-76= C+; 75-70= C; 69-60= D; less than 
60= F. 
 
 The reading exercises are intended to stimulate discussion. 
Students should prepare for these by first reading all the assigned 
readings for that day and being prepared to discuss them.  Those absent 
on discussion days will not receive any points, nor is it possible to 
make up or repeat discussion sessions.   
Students who attend but say nothing will receive one point.  If these 
discussion sessions do not stimulate discussion, I will substitute them 
with written quizzes.   
 Late assignments lose 5 points for each day late. Each student 
will write a ten page (double-spaced) research paper on a topic, which 
he/she will select in discussion with the professor. Your paper must be 
original research and can include no more than two sources available 
exclusively on the Internet.  Papers should have a minimum of 10 
sources other than readings assigned for class, at least 6 articles 
from academic journals and a minimum of 4 books.  This is the minimum 
(i.e. a C- or D paper).  
 This is a three hundred-level course in history.  This class will 
require a lot of reading, thinking (I hope), and writing.  If you are 
unprepared for this or otherwise do not have the time for a class with 
several required texts, there is a simple solution: drop the class.  
When you return for class on the second day, you have agreed to  
the requirements as outlined in this syllabus.            
 
Attendance Policy:  
 We meet only twice a week and the material in this course will 
span two centuries of Brazilian history, a country that occupies half 
the continent of South America.  Therefore, your attendance at each 
session  
is important.   I cover material in class that is not in any  
of your texts.  I do not take attendance.  Some students have 
misinterpreted this policy as "I do not care about attendance." That is 
not correct.  What this policy means is that is a college (not high 
school); you are adults (not children) and can make your own decisions 
and live with the consequences.  If you wish to pay for this class and 
not attend it, that is your business.  I strongly urge you to attend 
class. There is a direct and obvious link between attendance and 
grades.  Please do not call me or the History Department secretaries to 
say that you will be absent on a given day.  I have over 100 students 
each semester and cannot handle the telephone calls.  There are no 
excused absences from  
this class.  There is no need or purpose in calling.     
 You are responsible for all the material in the readings, what is 
presented in each lecture, and for meeting all deadlines, whether you 
attend class or not. 
 



Required materials in the College of Charleston Bookstore, at 
University Books (on King Street) and available on the Internet.  All 
books, including the materials in the photocopy packet, are also on 
reserve in the library so you do not have to buy any or all of  
these if you do not wish to.    
1.  Student Project Map of South America 
2.  Burns, E. Bradford.  History of Brazil.   F2521 B89  
1993 
 This is the main text for the class.  It is a standard history of 
modern Brazil written by a distinguished specialist of 19th century 
Brazil.  It is one of the few general histories in English.  We will 
use this text during the entire semester.  
3.  Summ, G. Harvey.  Brazilian Mosaic: Portraits of a Diverse People 
and Culture.  
  F2501 B72 1995 
 This is a collection of very short readings that we will use for 
discussion sessions all semester.  
4.  Schultz, Kirsten.  Tropical Versailles.  
This is a great new study of the beginnings of independence in Brazil. 
We will use it at the beginning of the semester.   
You will need to read, discuss, write a critique, and link with your 
other readings either 5a.  Stein, Stanley.  Vassouras:  A Coffee County 
in Brazil 
  or 
5b.  Reis, João José.  Slave Rebellion in Brazil.     
 
 
 
 
 
     Course Schedule 
 This schedule is subject to change due to unforeseen 
circumstances, such as flooding, storms, unavailable  
films, etc.    
 
1. W 12 January.  First Day of Class.  Introductions and course 
expectations. Map assigned, see p. 6 of this syllabus for details.   
 
 Unit 1: The Colonial Legacy and Independence.  
Reading for this unit (97 pp.): Burns, History of Brazil, chapters 1 
and 2.  Begin reading Schultz, Tropical Versailles, pp. 1-67.  
2. W 19 January.   
 
3. M 24 January Completed maps due. Exercise #1.   
Please be sure to bring Brazilian Mosaic to class.  For this and all 
discussion exercise days, you should read and prepare all the readings, 
not just the one assigned to you. Bring questions/issues to discuss and 
ask of the others.   
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 1  
________________________________     
Burns, History of Brazil chapter 2 
___________________________________ 
Brazilian Mosaic, article 1        
Brazilian Mosaic, article 2        
Brazilian Mosaic, article 3       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 4       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 5       



Brazilian Mosaic, article 6       
 
4. W 26 January.  Unit 2: The Empire of Brazil and The Neo-Colonial 
Nineteenth Century Readings for this 
unit: Burns, History of Brazil, Chapters 3 and 4; Schultz, Tropical 
Versailles, pp. 67-276.   
 
5. M 31 January.  
  
6. W 2 February. Exercise #2: Please be sure to bring Brazilian Mosaic 
to class.  
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 3  
________________________________     
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 4  
________________________________     
Brazilian Mosaic, article 7       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 8       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 9       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 10       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 11       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 12       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 13       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 14       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 15       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 16       
Brazilian Mosaic, article 17       
Reaction paper on Tropical Versailles due.  
 
7. M 7 February. Unit 3: The End of Slavery; Immigration; The First 
Republic. 
Reading for this unit: Burns, History of Brazil, chapters 5 and 6.  
Select either Reis, Slave Revolt or Stein, Vassouras. 
 
8. W 9 February 
19. Exercise 3.  
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 5  
________________________________     
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 6  
________________________________     
Brazilian Mosaic, article 18         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 19         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 20         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 21         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 22         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 23         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 24         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 25         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 26         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 27         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 28         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 29         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 30         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 31         
Reaction paper due on Vassouras or Slave Revolt.  
 
9. M 14 February 
 



10. W 16 February. Research (1) due.  
 
11. M 21 February. Unit 4: President Vargas.  Readings for this unit 
(255 pp.): Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 7.   
 
 
12.  W 23 February. Unit 5: Industrialization.  Readings  
for this unit: Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 8. 
 
 
13. M 28 February, Unit 6: Aspects of Brazil Today.  
Readings for this unit Burns, History of Brazil chapter 9.  
 
14. W 2 March Last day of class. 
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 7  
________________________________     
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 8  
________________________________     
Burns, History of Brazil, chapter 9  
________________________________     
Brazilian Mosaic, article 32         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 33         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 34         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 35         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 36         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 37         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 38         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 39         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 40         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 41         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 42         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 43         
Brazilian Mosaic, article 44         
Research paper (2) due.  
 
Final exam due no later than Friday March 4 at 6:45.   
 Terms for map exercise, Modern Brazil.  
 
Political units outside Brazil, with their important cities:  
French Guiana, Cayenne; Suriname, Paramaribo;   
Guyana, Georgetown;  Venezuela, Caracas, Cuidad  
Bolîvar; Colombia, Bogotá; Ecuador, Quito; Peru, Lima,  
Cuzco, Iquitos; Bolivia, La Paz;  Chile; Paraguay,  
Asuncion, Cuidad del Este;  Argentina, Buenos Aires;  
and Uruguay, Montevideo.    
 
Regions   States of Brazil, their capitals and any other  
important cities in each:  
The North  Amapá    Macapa 
   Pará    Belém  
   Roraima   Boa Vista 
   Amazonas   Manaus 
   Acre    Rio Branco 
   Rondônia   Pôrto Velho 
The Northeast  Maranhão   São Luís 
   Piauí    Teresina 
   Tocantis   Palmas 



   Ceará    Fortaleza 
   Rio Grande do Norte  Natal 
   Paraîba    João Pessoa 
   Pernambuco   Recife, Olinda 
   Alagoas   Maceio 
   Sergipe   Aracaju 
   Bahia    Salvador 
The West  Goiás    Goiâna 
   Federal District  Brasília 
   Mato Grosso   Cuiaba 
   Mato Grosso do Sul  Campo Grande 
Central-South  Minas Gerais   Belo Horizonte 
   Espirito Santo   Vitória 
   Rio da Janeiro   Rio de Janeiro, 
Petrópolis,  
Vassouras 
   São Paulo   São Paulo, Santos, Americana 
The South  Paraná    Curitiba 
   Santa Catarina   Florianópolis 
   Rio Grande do Sul  Pôrto Alegre 
 
Rivers:  The Amazon and its major tributaries: Negro,  
Branco, Japurá, Juruá, Purus, Madeira, Aripuanã,  
Theodore Roosevelt, Tapajós, Xingu, and Tocantis;  
São Francisco;  The Paraná and its major tributaries:  
Grande, Paraguay; Uruguay.  
 
Other physical features:   Rio de la Plata (bay), Lagoa  
dos Patos, Lagoa Mirim, Guiana Highlands, Amazon  
Basin, Brazilian Highlands, Mato Grosso Plateau.   
 
 





































































FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALTERNATIVE COURSE CERTIFICATION 

COVER SHEET 

 

Department: Hispanic Studies 

Course Acronym, Number, and Title:  

LTPO 150, Portuguese Literature in Translation 

Category (Check only ONE ) _____ 1 The Role of Language in Culture 

     _____ 2 Global and Cultural Awareness 

     ___X__ 3 Regions of the World 

1) Attach the Syllabus 

2) Please describe how this course meets the defining characteristics and addresses the program 

learning outcome for the category selected. Be specific by including relevant course content or 

assignments related to the learning outcome (you may attach a separate sheet):  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 

cultures in a specific world region.  

This course will provide an overview of how Brazilian Amazon literature portrays the complex identity, 

loss of identity, and traditions of Brazilian and indigenous peoples of the rain forest; this course will also 

explain the fate of these peoples during and after the conquest of Brazil.  The works studied will reflect 

cohesive themes that are both specific to Brazil while also connecting universally, particular with 

students’ contemporary U.S. cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



College of Charleston 

Department of Hispanic Studies  

Summer in Brazilian Amazon 

Professor: Dr. Luci Moreira, e-mail: moreiral@cofc.edu 

Office: 423 JC Long Building, Phone: 953-6753 

 

LTPO 150- Brazilian Literature in Translation:  

“Brazilian Amazon Literature,” 03 credits for Humanities and Social Sciences 

RAIN FOREST, NOVEL JUNGLES: BRAZILIAN AMAZON LITERATURE 

 

1.Goals and objectives 

The goals of LTPO 150 are to provide an overview of how Brazilian Amazon literature 

portrays the complex identity, loss of identity and traditions of Brazilian and indigenous 

peoples of the rain forest, and to explain what happened to these peoples during and after 

the conquest of Brazil. 

The objectives are to discuss questions about the representation of the tropics and the 

place of “regionalist” fiction in contemporary Brazilian literature. Students will be able to 

obtain a coherent point of entry for broader esthetic and other questions surrounding 

images of tropical places in general and the Amazon in particular. The two novel’s 

simultaneous focus on the Amazon and literary sophistication raises the question of just 

what the terms “regionalist fiction” and “popular tradition” have come to mean for 

Brazilian writers at the beginning of the twenty-first century.  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, 

practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region.  

 

This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative 

program. Upon the completion of this course, students will contextualize and analyze 

artifacts, practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region (program 

learning outcome 3). 

 

2. Description of the classes 

Students will meet three times two-hour duration each time before the trip itself. During 

the trip, class will meet on a regular basis from 10:00-11:00AM. In addition to regular 

time, students will go on field trips, attend folkloric events, visit cultural centers, 

museums and historic sites linked to the topics, all encompassing a minimum of four 

more hours daily. Students are expected to read materials provided by the instructor in 

order to be able to discuss the subjects during the trip. Expect some materials to overlap 

with LACS 105 because of the interdisciplinary nature of LACS and LTPO. Students 

must read Mayra written by Darcy Ribeiro, The Brothers written by Milton Hatoum, and 

the course packet, before the trip. Specific visits to Museum of the Indian in Manaus, to 

the Federal University of Amazon, and the Federal University of Pará. The four-day long 

excursion by boat will add two more hours to the class per day in afternoon. The total 

number of hours will be 60 hours for this class. 

 

mailto:moreiral@cofc.edu


3. Course Content: Topics for readings and discussions 

In this class students will answer three questions: (1) In which ways has the formation of 

a national Brazilian identity been portrayed in the literature? (2) What are some of the 

most expressive Brazilian writers to focus on issues such as indigenous peoples of Brazil, 

inequalities, religious beliefs, and regional aspects in their writings? How have these 

writers have become the voice for the voiceless? 

 

3.1. Main Topics: Literature and Society 

 The Movement Anthropophagic 

 Regionalist Literature 

 Indigenous peoples portrayed in Brazilian literature  

 

3.2. Overview of Brazilian society across the centuries 

 Timeline of historical events: the Jesuits, the Portuguese, the Africans, and the 

Europeans 

 An analysis of Pero Vaz de Caminha, Anchieta, Santa Rita Durão, Basílio da  

Gama, José de Alencar, Mário de Andrade and Ribeiro: how have these authors 

portrayed the Brazilian indigenous peoples in literature? 

 

3.3. Overview of Brazilian society: a regional outlook 

 Modernists of São Paulo: Reading: Macunaíma, Mário de Andrade (Carybé’s 

edition) 

 Tales of the Amazon: botos, poverty, and superstitions. Reading: Excerpts of 

The Dance of the dolphins, Candace Slater 

 The indigenous peoples of Brazil. Reading: Excerpts of Vieira, Alencar, and 

Ribeiro 

 

 3.4. Overview of Brazil: the pyramid of power in Brazil 

The Amazon contribution to the world. Wilderness. Inequality. The future of the 

 Amazon. 

 

4. Tasks and Assignments for LTPO 150: 

Students of this program will have tasks and assignments prior to the trip, and 

throughout the trip as well. A brief essay is expected from the students upon their 

return to the U.S. 

Classes start before the trip 

 

  4.1. Student’s assignments before leaving the U.S.:  

 Come to orientation meetings with the Director (LACS overlap) 

 Read “Brazil Guide,” prepared by the director of the program (LACS overlap) 

 Read “Literature and Society Reader,” prepared by the director of the program 

(LACS overlap) 

 Start reading the book assigned for this course 



 Three meetings of two hours duration each, in order to check the status of the 

students’ reading assignments. Interpretation of the readings (not discussions). 

Suggested day & time: Wednesdays 2-4. 

 

4.2. Student’s assignments/tasks throughout the trip 

 Meetings in the morning, on a regular basis, or at designated times, where we 

will discuss the readings of the course. 

 Group discussions  

 Visits to museums, historic sites, and cultural centers included in the itinerary, 

as a group. Field trips and lectures will be linked to the readings. 

 Daily summary of the reading/discussion of the day (What is the author saying? 

How do you compare readings and real life? Do you agree with the author?, etc) 

 Daily summary must be turned in everyday. Instructor will check/sign the  

 summaries on a daily basis, at the meetings, or at designated times if necessary. 

 The instructor will collect summaries on a daily basis, at the meetings. 

 Students leave the daily summary with the director, at the end of the trip 

 Interview with students on an individual basis. Students need to demonstrate  

 knowledge of the readings and topics discussed during the trip. This is  

 equivalent of a final oral exam.  

Note: If, by any reason, the final oral individual interview does not take place, 

written questions will be given to students.  

 

4.3. Student’s assignment after their arrival to the U.S.: 

(Essay: “Portraying demoralized populations deprived of their traditions and 

identity” – 4-5 pages). How have the indigenous peoples of Brazil been portrayed in 

literature? Why? What can you tell about the lost of identity by the indigenous 

peoples? What images surrounding the tropical jungle you had that were 

demystified? How do you compare the readings with the real experience of visiting 

the Amazon? Cite short passages from the books for your comparisons. Due two 

weeks upon the student’s arrival in the U.S. either in the instructor’s mailbox or by 

e-mail (not as an attachment).  

 

Note 1: Late essays will not receive full credit. For each day of delay 10% will be 

taken out. Students are responsible to make sure that the instructor was able to open 

the attachment. 

Note 2: Students must abide with the Honor Code of the College of Charleston, in 

terms of cheating and plagiarizing. ANY assignment will be given a zero for 

cheating or plagiarizing and students will be reported to the Office of Student 

Affairs 

 

5. Grade components 

5.1.Readings before the trip:   15% 

5.2.Participation:     20% 

5.3. Final individual discussion:   15%  

5.4. Daily questions:   35% 

5.5. Essay:     15% 



(see 4.3.) 

 

(By participation, it is understood to read the material prior the meetings, to come to 

meetings prepared to answer questions pertinent to the readings, to have a critical 

mind when making questions and/or answering them; and to contribute/enrich to the 

development of the class) 

Daily questions may become a written assignment for after the trip, if necessary. 

 

 

6. Grading scale: 

A: 93-100  B: 83-86 C: 73-76 D: 66-68 

A-: 90-92  B-: 80-82 C-: 70-72 D-: 65 

B+: 87-89  C+: 77-79 D+: 69  F: Below 65 

 

7. Materials 
 7.1. Ribeiro, Darcy. Mayra. Transl. by E. H. Goodland and Thomas Colchie.  

 Publisher: Vintage, 1984 ISBN: 0394722140.  

 

7.2. Hatoum, Miltom. The brothers. ISBN: 0374141185 Publisher: Farrar Straus and 

Giroux - Translator: John Gledson 

 

7.3. A course packet with chapters or parts of a chapter with a chronological  

overview of the native in Brazilian literature including the following authors 

and/or books: 

Andrade, Mário de. Macunaíma. Transl by E. A. Goodland. NY: Random House, 

1984. 

Andrade, Mário. Macunaíma, illustrated by Caribé  

Alencar. José de. Iracema, illustrated by Anita Malfatti  

Alencar, José de. Iracema. Transl. by Clifford E. Landers. NY: Oxford University 

Press. 2000.  

Árez-Araúz, Nicomedes. Literary Amazonia: Modern writing by Amazonian 

Authors. University of Florida, Press. 2003. 

Caminha, Pero Vaz de. Pero Vaz de Caminha’s letter. SP: Associação Brasil 500 

anos artes visuais. 2000. 

Hammond, Kenneth, George Macinko, Wilma B. Fairchild. Sourcebook on the 

environment: A guide to literature. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1978. 
Sá, Lucia. Rain Forest Literatures: Amazonian Texts and Latin American Culture, 

Mineapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 2004. 

Slater, Candace. In Search of the Rain Forest, Duke University Press. 2003.   

Slater, Candace. The Dance of the Dolphins University of Chicago Press. 1994. 

Slater, Candace. Entangled Edens. Visions of the Amazon. University of California 

Press. 2002. 

Sousa, Marcio. The emperor of Amazon. NY: Avon Books. 1980. 

 

http://www.addall.com/author/2764898-1
http://print.google.com/print?id=qSss5qWjLt4C&pg=PA69&lpg=PA69&dq=literature+of+the+rain+forest&prev=http://print.google.com/print%3Fq%3Dliterature%2Bof%2Bthe%2Brain%2Bforest&sig=X9vzPNXj43b8t8MLHBjDXza4D40
http://print.google.com/print?id=vi3aa6WS6k0C&pg=PA283&lpg=PA283&dq=literature+of+the+rain+forest&prev=http://print.google.com/print%3Fq%3Dliterature%2Bof%2Bthe%2Brain%2Bforest&sig=VgkXp8aVcdBRftySDsgFfc8d-jI


FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALTERNATIVE COURSE CERTIFICATION 

COVER SHEET 

 

Department: Hispanic Studies 

Course Acronym, Number, and Title:  

LTPO 270, Studies in Brazilian Film 

Category (Check only ONE ) _____ 1 The Role of Language in Culture 

     _____ 2 Global and Cultural Awareness 

     ___X__ 3 Regions of the World 

1) Attach the Syllabus 

2) Please describe how this course meets the defining characteristics and addresses the program 

learning outcome for the category selected. Be specific by including relevant course content or 

assignments related to the learning outcome (you may attach a separate sheet):  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 

cultures in a specific world region.  

 

This course will examine Brazil’s society, landscape, culture and art as reflected in literature and film. 

The works studied will reflect cohesive themes that are both specific to Brazil while also connecting 

universally, particular with students’ contemporary U.S. cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



College of Charleston 

School of Languages, Cultures, and World Affairs 

Department of Hispanic Studies 

Professor: Dr. Luci Moreira (e-mail: moreiral@cofc.edu) 

Class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2-3:15pm 

Office hours: Mondays, 9:30-11-30a.m., and 4:50-5:50p.m. or by appointment 

Office: 9 Liberty St., room 113 JC Long Building. Phone: 953-6753 

 

Fall 2014 

LTPO 270: Brazilian Cinema  

FYE-Visions of Brazil 

Literature in Translation of Portuguese – Brazilian Studies Through Film 

 

General Education Student Learning Outcomes.  This course meets the following General 

Education requirements for Humanities: 

 
1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions of 

human culture. 

 

2:  Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline and 

interpret the material in writing assignments. 
These two outcomes will be assessed in the final exam (15%) 

 

First Year Experience Learning Outcomes. This course meets the following FYE requirements:  

Learning Objective 1: By the completion of the First-Year Experience, a student will be able to 

Identify and use the appropriate academic resources and student support services at College of 

Charleston.  These would include the Addlestone library, information technology, the Center for 

Student Learning, the Career Center, and other appropriate academic resources, student support 

services, and cultural resources. 

 

Learning Objective 2: By the completion of the First-Year Experience, a student will be able to 

use appropriate tools and search strategies for identifying particular types of information specific 

to the discipline; evaluate the relevance, quality, and appropriateness of different sources of 

information; recognize and classify the information contained within a bibliographic citation; 

access and use information ethically and legally 

 

Learning Objective 3: Faculty will use writing, speech, or media in innovative ways to achieve 

integrative learning by students.  By the completion of the first-year, a student will be able to use 

appropriate critical thinking skills and problem-solving techniques in appropriate disciplinary 

contexts and make connections across disciplines and/or relevant experiences 

 

Goals: LTPO 270 is a class on Brazilian studies that focuses on books and films based on 

literary works by the most important Brazilian authors. The class seeks to examine, understand 

and appreciate Brazil’s society, landscape, culture, and art reflected in literature and in film, and 

will also function to compare American and Brazilian societies and values. After completion of 

LTPO 270 students will be familiar with some of the most important Brazilian authors. The films 

seek to expose important socio-cultural themes and elements of Brazilian society.  

 

Objectives:  

 To examine, understand and appreciate Brazil’s society, landscape, culture, and art 

reflected in literature and in film;  
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 To obtain an intellectual participation from the students, responding to the challenges 

with thought and feeling, and perceiving universal values;  

 To understand the how and why Brazilian cinema differs from American cinema; 

 To develop effective reading, writing and speech; 

 To use appropriate critical thinking skills and problem-solving techniques in a variety of 

contexts; 

 To understand the goals of liberal arts and sciences education and the core values of 

College of Charleston; 

 To understand and respect the values of academic integrity, including the College Honor 

Code; 

 To use effective skills and strategies for working collaboratively; 

 To engage constructively in the College and local communities; 

 

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and 

perspectives from cultures in a specific world region.  

 

This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative 

program. Upon the completion of this course, students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, 

practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region (program learning outcome 

3). 

 

General Rules for LTPO 270 

1. Description: In this class students are required to come to class, watch the films and / or part 

of documentaries, and actively participate in discussion afterwards. Discussions will be in small 

groups, panels, or open forums, following each film. Some films may be shown outside the 

classroom. Two novels (biographies) are required. Students are expected to read materials outside 

of the classroom, such as information on the books, the authors’ biographies, and articles on 

Brazilian cinema and directors. After each film, students need to either answer a few questions or 

write some questions on each film, or write a personal reflection. The quality of your comments 

will determine your grade. Be reflective and use your critical thinking skills. This class will be in 

English. Films are in Portuguese with English subtitles. In summary, attendance and completion 

of the assignments are essential to your final grade. A student may fail in this class because of 

poor attendance and/or not completion of assignments.  

 

2. Requirements: Readings before watching the films, active participation, attendance, questions 

/ answers / or reactions to each film, one short presentation, one in-class essay based on Kolker’s 

article and the films watched this semester; one exam (comprehensive and narrative questions) on 

Morley’s book and one exam on Morais’. Final exam will be based on Morais’. 

 

3. Attendance: Attendance and class participation are crucial for any successful class. 

Attendance is one of the most fundamental aspects of the class. Please note that you will not 

receive any points for coming to class, but you will lose points if you do not come or do not 

participate. You must sign a sign-in sheet every day. It is your responsibility to make sure that 

you have signed the sign-in sheet. In the third absence your final grade will be lowered by a letter 

grade (ex. “B+” to “B-”), and another letter will be lowered for each absence thereafter. After a 

total of six (06) absences (excused or non-excused) you will be dropped of this class.  

 

4. Excuses: I expect you in class. If you miss a class, there will be penalties already mentioned in 

this syllabus (see items 3-7 in this section). If you miss a class for severe/serious illnesses, 

accidents, and deaths of close family members, you need to report it to me in writing, 



accompanied by written documentation. I will be the person to ultimately decide if any absence 

can be excused or not.  

 

5. Reaction to the films: After each film you must either answer or write a few questions related 

to the film, or write a paragraph, while still in class. If you miss the first part of the film you will 

receive half credit in your assignment. If you miss the second part of the film you will have a zero 

in that assignment.  

 

6. Presentation: Each student will make a 10-minute presentation, with handouts for everyone in 

the class. The presentations will inform the class on historical, geographical, and/or 

cultural/political background information for each film. Students will sign up for topics in the 

first week of class (topics are included in a separate sheet). There will be no time for make-ups.  

 

7. Exams: There will be two exams (essay-type): one based on the novel Helena Morley, another 

based on Kolker’s article (your critique on one or more films based on Kolker’s article). If you do 

not show up or any of the exams, you will automatically receive a zero for that exam. 

 

8. Final Exam: The final exam (essay-type) will be based on Morais’ book and film. According 

to the College’s by-laws, any student who does not attend the final exam for a class must receive 

a failing grade for that class. 

 

9. Plagiarism: The College of Charleston Honor Code will be strictly enforced regarding 

plagiarism: I value your thoughts and expect to hear and see them. Students involved in cheating 

or plagiarizing will automatically receive a zero in the assignment in question and will be 

reported to the Honor Board of the College of Charleston. 

 

10. SNAP students: If you have a learning disability that needs special accommodations for the 

quizzes, midterm or the final exam you should consult the professor to make sure that this is the 

right class for you. Be aware that computers and other technologies are absolutely not allowed for 

reactions, exams, and final exam. 

 

11. Cell phones: Students are not allowed to any electronic devices in this class. Turn them off 

when class starts. If you insist in using the phone or receiving phone calls during classes you will 

be penalized in your grade. For each time you are seen/heard using computers, cell phones, I-

Pods, I-phones, blackberry, or any other electronic device, 2 points of your final grade will 

be taken out. If you use a cellular phone during the exams and final exam you will be reported to 

the Office of Student Affairs, as a tentative of cheating. 

 

12. Extra-curricular activities: In this class students will meet with the LTPO instructor and PORT 101 

instructor several times during the semester. Activities include: a concert of Brazilian music; bi-weekly 

conversation table, one film, samba lessons, and a Brazilian party with typical Brazilian food and music. 

All activities are important ways to get involved with the Brazilian culture and interact with other 

students. 

 

13. Peer Facilitator: FYS students are also assigned a peer facilitator. You will meet with Lorena 

González-Marrero (PF) each week, and it is part of the Port 101 and LPTO 270 classes. Meeting is part of 

your LTPO grade (5%). Points will be taken for each absence. On absence #4 will be withdraw from the 

FYE class. 

 



14. Required material: All films needed for exams will be on reserve at the Library, after we 

watch them in class. All books for reference can be found in the World Cat and borrowed from 

other university libraries.  

 

The books required for this class should be available at the CofC bookstore, or at Luso-Brazilian 

books www.lusobraz.com (or P. O. Box 170286 Brooklyn, NY 11217), OR Brazilian books 

www.brazilianbooks.com (or 1918 Harrison St. #208 Hollywood FL 33020 Tel. 954-921-6899 or 

1800-305-0019) OR www.amazon.com 

 

15. Required books: 

Morley, Helena. The Diary of Helena Morley. Translated by Elizabeth Bishop New York:  

Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 1957. (Any edition is O.K.) 

Morais, Fernando. Olga: Revolutionary and Martyr, translated by Ellen Watson. New  

 York: Grove/Atlantic, 2004.  

Kolker, Robert. The Altering Eye (I will be sending this article by email) 

 

Supplementary Bibliography: 

-Johnson, Randal and Robert Stam. Brazilian Cinema. NY: Columbia U. Press, 1995.  

- Johnson, Randall. Cinema Novo X5: Masters of Contemporary Brazilian Film, Austin, TX: 

UT Press, 1984 

-Amir Labaki, editor. O cinema brasileiro/ The Films from Brazil. São Paulo, S.P;  

Publifolha, 1998 ISBN: 85-7402-057-5  

-Ribeiro, Darcy: The Brazilian People: The Formation and Meaning of Brazil 

-Skidmore, Thomas. Brazil: Five Centuries of Change. New York: Oxford Press, 1999. 

 

16. Grading (CofC scale):  

 

30%:   Film assignments: questions,    

            answers, or reactions  

5%:     Peer Facilitator meetings 

10%:    Kolker’s paper 

5%:      Oral Presentation 

10%:    Participation 

20%:    Book 1-HM (5% quiz; 15% exam) 

20%:    Book 2-FM (5% quiz; 15% final exam)* 
            * GenEd assessment 

 

93-100:         A 

90-92:           A- 

87-89:           B+ 

83-86:           B 

80-82:           B- 

77-79:           C+ 

73-76:             C 

70-72:            C- 

69:             D+  

66-68 D 

65                    D- 

Below 65:       F  
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17. Dates and Tentative Assignments 

Week 1 August 20, Wed Introduction to class. Syllabus. Student’s information questionnaire. 

Topics for presentations. Introduction to Brazil. History and Geography of Brazil – 

Political overview 

 

Week 2 August 25, Mon The 1964 Coup d’état 

Four Days in September 

 

 August 27, Wed Four Days in September 

Reaction/discussion 

 

Week 3 September 1, Mon Discussion: Kolker, Robert. The Altering Eye 

 (http://www.otal.umd.edu/~rkolker/AlteringEye/preface.html 

 

Research on the Northeast of Brazil (1900-1930) 

The Northeast and its drought areas, migratory process. Social injustice.  

The sugar cane cycle 

Cinema Novo (show parts of Deus e o Diabo na Terra do Sol) 

 

 September 3, Wed Research on Rio de Janeiro (favelas, violence, samba), Samba,  

Carnival and the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice  

Show documentary about Carnaval (10 min). 

 

Week 4 September 8, Mon Behind the sun, de Ismail Kadaré, direct. By Walter Salles, 2001 

 

 September 10, Wed Behind the sun (Discussion) 

 

Week 5 September 15, Mon Orfeu 

 

 September 17, Wed Orfeu 

 

Week 6 September 22, Mon The Oyster and the wind OR Cidade de Deus (possibility) 

 September 24, Wed  The Oyster and the wind OR Cidade de Deus (possibility) 

 

Week 7 September 29, Mon Vida de menina (book discussion) 

Southeast: Historical cities: Baroque  

 

 October 1, Wed Vida de menina  

http://www.otal.umd.edu/~rkolker/AlteringEye/preface.html


 

Week 8 October 6, Mon Vida de menina (Exam 1) 

 

 October 8, Wed Casa de Areia  (contextual information)   

 

Week 9 October 13, Mod Casa de Areia  

 

 October 15, Wed Casa de Areia  

Salvador: Afro-Brazilians (the society, contributions, religions, & Jorge  

Amado) 

Week 10 October 20, Mon Capitães da Areia 

 

 October 22, Wed Capitães da Areia 

Week 11 October 27, Mon Exam 2: Kolker essay – in class 

Oriundi 

South (Immigration: Italians in Brazil) 

 October 29, Wed Oriundi 

 

Week 12 November 3, 
Mon 

Fall Break! 
 

 November 4, Wed Research on Vargas period/ Estado Novo/ Luís Carlos Prestes 

(Start Olga) 

 

Week 13 November 10, Wed Olga  

  

 November 12, Mon Olga 

 

Week 14  November 17, Mon Rio 

   

 November 19, Wed Rio 

   

Week 15 November 24, Mon Last possible day for presentations  

 November 26, 
Wed 

Thanksgiving   Break! 
 

Week 16 December 1, Mon 

 

December 3 

12-3 

Conference and review 

 

Final exam (Exam based on Olga, by Morais) 

Please double check day and time 

 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALTERNATIVE COURSE CERTIFICATION 

COVER SHEET 

 

Department: Hispanic Studies 

Course Acronym, Number, and Title:  

LTPO 280, Studies in Brazilian Civilization and Culture through Literature 

Category (Check only ONE ) _____ 1 The Role of Language in Culture 

     _____ 2 Global and Cultural Awareness 

     ___X__ 3 Regions of the World 

1) Attach the Syllabus 

2) Please describe how this course meets the defining characteristics and addresses the program 

learning outcome for the category selected. Be specific by including relevant course content or 

assignments related to the learning outcome (you may attach a separate sheet):  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 

cultures in a specific world region.  

This course will provide an overview of Brazilian civilization and culture in the context of its heritage 

and social development; it will develop students’ awareness and understanding of how Brazil’s ethnic, 

social, cultural, and economic background has contributed to its literature; it will enable students to 

understand and appreciate the rich and complex regional diversity of Brazilian culture today. The works 

studied will reflect cohesive themes that are both specific to Brazil while also connecting universally, 

particular with students’ contemporary U.S. cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON 

Department of Hispanic Studies 

 

LTPO 280 

Studies on Brazilian Culture and Civilization in Literature 

 

Professor: Dr. Luci Moreira, e-mail: moreiral@cofc.edu 

Office: 113 JC Long Building, Phone: 953-6753 

 

1. Goals and objectives 

Through reading and discussion of selected literary works with an emphasis on their 

relationship to Brazilian civilization and culture, the objectives of LTPO 280 are:  

(1) To provide an overview of Brazilian civilization and culture in the context of its 

heritage and social development. (2) To develop students’ awareness and understanding 

of how Brazil’s ethnic, social, cultural, and economic background has contributed to its 

literature (3) To enable students to understand and appreciate the rich and complex 

regional diversity of Brazilian culture today.  

 

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, 

practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region.  

 

This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language 

Alternative program. Upon the completion of this course, students will contextualize 

and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world 

region (program learning outcome 3). 

 

 

2. Description of the classes 

Class will meet three hours per week for lecture and discussion of contextually 

significant literary works. Students will read, discuss literary works, present a topic to 

the class, write an essay, and take exams. 

 

3. Grade components 

3.1. Participation:   10% 

3.2. Midterm exam:   25%  

3.3. One essay:  15% 

3.4. Oral presentation: 15% 

3.5 Final exam:  35% 

 

4 Grading scale: 

A: 93-100  B: 83-86 C: 73-76 D: 66-68 

A-: 90-92  B-: 80-82 C-: 70-72 D-: 65 

B+: 87-89  C+: 77-79 D+: 69  F: Below 65 

 

5. Policies for LTPO 280 
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5.1. The Honor Code of the College of Charleston forbids cheating and plagiarism. 

Violations include any type of plagiarism and cheating on exams as well. 

 

5.2. You will be assigned readings to be done outside the classroom in order to be 

prepared for class discussions. This outside work will be taken into consideration when 

evaluating your participation, as well as your attendance.  

 

Regarding attendance, after the third absence your final grade will be lowered by a 

letter grade (Ex. B+ to B), and it will be lowered another letter for each following 

absence, and so on. 

 

5.3. Assignments are on the syllabus. However, if you miss a class it is your 

responsibility to keep track of any new assignments. 

 

5.4. Late assignments will not be accepted. No make-ups for exams. 

 

6. Course Content: Topics for readings and discussions 

In this class students will answer these questions: (1) In which ways has the formation 

of a national Brazilian identity been manifested in the arts in general and in literary 

works? (2) What are some of the most expressive Brazilian artists that focused on 

issues such as color, race, social inequalities, religious beliefs, and regional aspects in 

their art? How are they expressed? (3) What are the political and social issues 

manifested in Brazil’s cultural thoughts and expressions of the society? (4) What is the 

notion of sovereignty, nationalism and civil liberties expressed in Brazilian’s cultural 

behavior, customs, and literature?  

 

Topics: 

 Overview of Brazilian society: an ethnic, social, and cultural background.  

 An in-depth statistical portrait of Brazil (Brazil, the country of contrasts and 

paradoxes: Old and young, rich and poor, rural and urban, profane and religious, 

mega cities and forests, illiteracy & technology) 

 Literature and society 

 Cultural behavior 

 The Brazilian ‘Way’ (jeitinho) 

 Brazilian women and politics 

 The pyramid of power: Social inequality in Brazil 

 Racial democracy and national identity 

 Religions of Brazil (Catholicism and Afro-Brazilian religions) 

 Religious beliefs, rituals, organizations, and institutions. 

 The Arts (African traditions of Brazil: Capoeira, African-Brazilian rhythms,  

 Samba, the soul of Brazil), Colonial Brazil, its Baroque architecture and economic  

Issues, Popular arts and festivities of the Northeast 

 Television, string literature, alternative music, and society 

 Popular tales, legends, and myths of Brazil 

 

7. Materials 



Required readings and bibliography: 

7.1. LTPO 280  Reader 

A reader with information on Brazil: literature, music, film, geography, race, African 

religions, socio- political issues, and arts (excerpts, chapters or parts of chapters) 

 

7.2. Selected bibliography: 
Melo, Patrícia. In Praise of Lies. Saint Martin’s Press, 1999. 

Miranda, Ana. Bay of All Saints & Every Conceivable Sin. Trans. Giovanni Pontiero.  

 New York: Viking, 1991. 

Uys, Errol Lincoln. Brazil. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1986. 

 

 

 

 

7.3. Recommended bibliography for research: 

Almeida, Bira.  Capoeira: A Brazilian Art Form. Berkeley: North Atlantic, 1986. 

Brasil: Territory, People, Work, Culture.  São Paulo: Prêmio, 1997.  [Produced and 

distributed with support from the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Relations.] 

Brazil and the USA: What Do We Have in Common.  2nd ed.  Washington, DC: Brazilian 

Embassy Cultural Section, 1999. 

Brookshaw, David.  Paradise Betrayed: Brazilian Literature of the Indian.  Amsterdam, 

CEDLA, 1988. 

---.  Race and Color in Brazilian Literature.  Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow, 1986. 

Burdick, John.  Blessed Anastácia: Women, Race, and Popular Christianity in Brazil.  

New York: Routledge, 1998. 

Caulfield, Susan.  In Defense of Honor: Sexual Morality, Modernity, and Nation in 

Early-Twentieth-Century Brazil.  Durham: Duke UP, 2000. 

De Fiore, Ottaviano C.  Architecture and Sculpture in Brazil.  Albuquerque: Latin 

American Studies Institute, U of New Mexico, 1985. 

Dreller, Gerald.  The Afro-Brazilian: An Expression of Popular Culture in Selected 

Examples of Bahian Literature.  Ann Arbor: UMI, 1975. 

Fontaine, Pierre-Michel, ed.  Race, Class and Power in Brazil.  Los Angeles: UCLA, 

1985. 

Freyre, Gilberto.  The Gilberto Freyre Reader: Varied Writings by the Author of the 

Brazilian Classics: The Masters and the Slaves, The Mansions and the Shanties, 

and Order and Progress.  Trans. Barbara Shelby.  New York: Knopf, 1974. 

---.  The Masters and the Slaves [Casa-Grande & Senzala]: A Study in the Development 

of Brazilian Civilization.  2nd ed.  Berkeley: U of California P, 1986. 

---.  New World in the Tropics: The Culture of Modern Brazil.  New York: Knopf, 1959. 

Gismonti.  The Art of Brazil.  Introd. Pietro Maria Bardi, and essay by Óscar Niemeyer.  

Trans. Jennifer Clay.  New York: Harper & Row, 1983. 

Haddad, Annette, and Scott Doggett, eds.  Travelers’ Tales Brazil.  Introd. Alex 

Shoumatoff.  Redwood City, CA: Travelers’ Tales, 1997. 

Hanchard, Michael George.  Orpheus and Power: The Movimento Negro of Rio de 

Janeiro and São Paulo, Brazil, 1945-1988.  Princeton: Princeton UP, 1994. 

---, ed.  Racial Politics in Contemporary Brazil.  Durham: Duke UP, 1999. 



Harding, Rachel E.  A Refuge in Thunder: Candomblé and Alternative Spaces of 

Blackness.  Bloomington: Indiana U P, 2000. 

--- and Roberto A. DaMatta, eds..  The Brazilian Puzzle: Culture on the Borderlands of 

the Western World.  New York: Columbia UP, 1995. 

Levine, Robert, and John J, Crocitti, eds.  The Brazil Reader: History, Culture, Politics.  

Durham, NC: Duke UP, 1999. 

Lewis, John Lowell.  Ring of Liberation: Deceptive Discourse in Brazilian Capoeira.  

Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1992. 

Matta, Roberto da.  Carnivals, Rogues, and Heroes: An Interpretation of the Brazilian 

Dilemma.  Notre Dame: U of Notre Dame P, 1991. 

Oliven, Ruben George.  “The Production and Consumption of Popular Culture in Brazil.”  

Studies in Latin American Popular Culture 3 (1984): 143-51. 

Page, Joseph A.  The Brazilians.  Reading, MA: Addison Wesley, 1995. 

Patai, Daphne.  Brazilian Women Speak: Contemporary Life Stories.  Brunswick, NJ: 

Rutgers UP, 1988. 

Pinon, Nélida. Republic of Dreams. University of Press Texas, 1991. 

Ribeiro, Darcy.  The Brazilian People: The Formation and Meaning of Brazil.  Trans. 

Gregory Rabassa.  Gainesville: UP of Florida, 2000. 

Shaw, Lisa.  The Social History of Brazilian Samba.  Brookfield, VT: Ashgate, 1999. 

Schwarz, Roberto.  Misplaced Ideas: Essays on Brazilian Culture.  London and New 

York: Verso, 1992. 

Skidmore, Thomas E.  Black into White: Race and Nationality in Brazilian Thought.  

Durham: Duke UP, 1993. 

Summ, G. Harvey, ed..  Brazilian Mosaic: Portraits of a Diverse People and Culture.   

 SR Books, 1995. 

Veloso, Caetano.  Tropical Truth: A Story of Music and Revolution in Brazil. 

Bloomsbury, 1997. 

Vianna, Hermano.  The Mystery of Samba: Popular Music and National Identity in 

Brazil.  Ed. and trans. John Charles Chasteen.  Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina 

P, 1999. 

Wolfe, Joel.  Working Women, Working Man: São Paulo and the Rise of Brazil’s 

Industrial Working Class, 1900-1955.  Durham: Duke UP, 1993. 

 

 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALTERNATIVE COURSE CERTIFICATION 

COVER SHEET 

 

Department: Hispanic Studies 

Course Acronym, Number, and Title:  

LTPO 350, Portuguese Literature in Translation: A Foreign Author 

Category (Check only ONE ) _____ 1 The Role of Language in Culture 

     _____ 2 Global and Cultural Awareness 

     ___X__ 3 Regions of the World 

1) Attach the Syllabus 

2) Please describe how this course meets the defining characteristics and addresses the program 

learning outcome for the category selected. Be specific by including relevant course content or 

assignments related to the learning outcome (you may attach a separate sheet):  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 

cultures in a specific world region.  

This course will study the works of a select author from Brazil and how the respective historical 

background has contributed to the diversity of the literature of focus; and also how literature portrays the 

diverse identity of Brazilian people and society. The works studied will reflect cohesive themes that are 

both specific to Brazil while also connecting universally, particular with students’ contemporary U.S. 

cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



College of Charleston 

Department of Hispanic Studies 

LTPO 350: Machado de Assis, Master of Brazilian Prose and Poetry 

SECTION  

T/TH  

 

Name:  

Office:  

Email:  

 

Office hours:  

Telephone: 

                                                                 

Welcome to LTPO 350: Machado de Assis, Master of Brazilian Prose and Poetry! Machado was truly a master of literature 

and of the Portuguese language, and this course will let us delve into his surprisingly modern world. After many years, 

Machado has been “discovered” outside of Brazil, and is becoming one of the most admired authors worldwide. His novels 

sound like they were written closer to 2001 than to 1885, and his irony, wit, and perceptive portrayals of his society make 

his writing a pleasure to read. We will read several short stories, two novels, and some poetry, along with critical articles—

and you will have the chance to bring Machado’s writing to life for your classmates, so be ready to write and act! 

 

Required Materials to Purchase (hard copies only—no kindle, etc.): 

-DOM CASMURRO: A NOVEL BY MACHADO DE ASSIS. TRANSLATED BY HELEN CALDWELL. FSG, 

1991. ISBN-10: 0374523037  

 

-ESAU AND JACOB BY MACHADO DE ASSIS. TRANSLATED BY ELIZABETH LOWE. OXFORD UP, 2000.  

ISBN-10: 0195108116 

 

Required Materials available through CofC Addlestone Library [available online]: 

-OXFORD ANTHOLOGY OF THE BRAZILIAN SHORT STORY, EDITED BY K. DAVID JACKSON. OXFORD 

UP, 2006. (E-BOOK) 

 

-“THE RHETORIC OF JEALOUSY” BY ALFRED MAC ADAM, HISPANIC REVIEW, VOL. 67, NO. 1 

(WINTER, 1999), PP. 51-62. 

 

-“A CLARIFICATION OF SOME ‘STRANGE’ CHAPTERS IN MACHADO'S ‘DOM CASMURRO’” BY DORIS 

J. TURNER, LUSO-BRAZILIAN REVIEW VOL. 13, NO. 1 (SUMMER, 1976), PP. 55-66. 

 

-“TIME AND ALLEGORY IN MACHADO DE ASSIS’S ESAU AND JACOB” BY MARIA LUISA NUNES LATIN 

AMERICAN LITERARY REVIEW, VOL. 11, NO. 21 (FALL - WINTER, 1982), PP. 27-38. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1. Goals: 1. Introduce students to one of the greatest Brazilian authors. 2. Examine critically philosophical and other 

theoretical issues concerning the nature of magnificent Assis’ literary production. 3. Analyze Assis’ repertoire 

in themselves and in relation to specific histories, values, languages, cultures, and time. 4. Engage critically in 

the discussions. 5) Prepare short presentations to be followed by questions and discussions.  

 

 

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives 

from cultures in a specific world region.  

 

This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative program. Upon the 

completion of this course, students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 

cultures in a specific world region (program learning outcome 3). 
 

2. Class Description: We will study Machado’s writing in depth. (Short stories, novels, and some poetry). We’ll also 

examine how scholars interpret his novels, and how/why he has become important on the ‘world literary scene.’  

 



3. Requirements: Bring books/materials to class, having read carefully and taken notes! You will post a discussion 

question and your answer/thoughts the day before each class period (by noon, on OAKS). We will discuss these posts in 

class. Participate! Share your observations and analysis during each class session, in small groups and with the class. Each 

student will complete a solo presentation on a pre-approved topic (10 minutes per presentation). Also, in groups students 

will dramatize a short story and present it to the class, and then later dramatize a scene from one of the novels and act it 

out. Be present for tests and pop quizzes (there are no make-ups except in case of a documented emergency or if you 

discuss it with me in advance). 

 

4. Attendance and Participation: Attendance and class participation are crucial! Do not miss more than two (2) class 

periods, and any additional absence will result in a 5% deduction from your final course grade. Please note that after a total 

of four (4) absences (excused or non-excused) you will be dropped from this class. (Exceptions in certain cases if all 

absences are excused). A sign-in sheet will be passed around at each class meeting. Your participation will be evaluated 

regularly on a scale of 1-5 and will include actively engaging in small-group and class-wide discussions, coming to class 

fully prepared to discuss the assigned material having prepared (written down) observations and questions, and actively 

seeking to understand the information presented. Be on time as well! 3 tardies=1 absence. 

 

5. Presentations: Each student will present on a topic related to the literary texts under consideration. You can sign up for 

a slot during week one (the number of presentations will vary according to the total number of students. You should 1) 

prepare a handout for each class member, 2) prepare a visual aid (a power point presentation, a poster, a video, etc.) and 3) 

prepare a 10-minute presentation. More detailed information will be posted on OAKS. 

 

6. Quizzes: There will be many pop quizzes throughout the semester on the readings. Missed quizzes cannot be made up 

except in case of emergency/pre-approved absence. The lowest quiz score will be dropped. 

 

7. Exams: There will be one exams: a final exam. The final will be cumulative and will be held during the final exam 

period. The exams cannot be made up except in case of emergency/pre-approved absence. 

 

8. Research paper: Students will complete a 5 page research paper due the last day of class at the beginning of class. No 

emailed papers or papers handed in by another person on your behalf will be accepted. You must be present to hand in the 

paper. The research paper must use at least 4 academic (critical) sources, and the topic must be approved in advance by 

the instructor via email or preferably during office hours. You can bring a draft to office hours. Any late research papers 

automatically receive 30% off and will not be accepted after the day of the final exam. Students should see the calendar 

(on OAKS) to check for due dates for the topic, thesis, and full draft. Each element contributes to students’ final 

participation grade. MLA style must be followed. More details will be posted on OAKS. We will have a session with our 

librarian, Steven Profit, to identify sources and talk about using the library in your research (see calendar). 

 

9. Honor code. As a student at the College of Charleston, you have signed the Honor Code, and you will be expected to 

adhere to it in this class. Any suspected violations will be referred to the Judicial Board. Honor code violations include 

cheating on tests, copying other students’ homework, and presenting others’ work as your own. See 

http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/ 
 

10. Accommodations. The College of Charleston will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented 

disabilities. The Center for Disability Services /SNAP Office is located on the first floor of the Lightsey Center, Suite 104. 

If you are approved for accommodations, notify your professor as soon as possible. If you think you need to be tested for 

SNAP intervention, talk to me asap. 

 

11. Electronic Devices: You are not allowed to use any electronic devices (including cell phones, I-Pads, laptops, tablets) 

in the classroom once class begins EXCEPT on days when we use electronically available sources from the library. Using 

them at any other time will result in a 0 participation grade that day. Please plan on purchasing the two novels.  

 

12. Grading (College of Charleston scale):  

20%     Pop Quizzes 

25%     Final Exam 

20%     Research Paper  

10%     Oral Presentation 

15%     Participation 

93-100:         A 

90-92:           A- 

87-89:           B+ 

83-86:           B 

80-82:           B- 

73-76:             C 

70-72:            C- 

69:             D+  

66-68:             D 

65:                  D- 

http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/


10%     Oaks Q/A 77-79:           C+ Below 65:       F 

 

*SYLLABUS AND CALENDAR ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE* 

1 T 

 

Introduction to Course: Machado de 

Assis 

 

We will view “David Jackson: Machado 

de Assis: A Literary Life” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFv8

ZOx7znQ 

 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ:  

*“INTRODUCTION: WORLD, WORLD VAST WORLD OF 

THE BRAZILIAN SHORT STORY” (3-22) 

*“TROPICAL BELLE ÉPOQUE: 1880S-1921” (33-35) 

*both are available online through CofC library site, as all the 

short stories are. 

  

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. THIS 

SHOULD BE DONE FOR EVERY CLASS PERIOD. 

Th 

 

Understanding the Brazilian literary 

scene and the short story genre  

To complete before next class: 

READ: “JOAQUIM MARIA MACHADO DE ASSIS” (37-38) 

& “THE FORTUNE TELLER” (48-54) & “THE SECRET 

HEART” (68-74) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

2 T 

 

Discussion of “THE FORTUNE 

TELLER” (48-54) & “THE SECRET 

HEART” (68-74) 

To complete before next class: 

READ: “THE NURSE” (61-67) & “A WOMAN’S ARM” (75-

81) & “DONA PAULA” (82-88) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Discussion of “THE NURSE” (61-67) & 

“A WOMAN’S ARM” (75-81) & 

“DONA PAULA” (82-89) 

 

To complete before next class: 

To complete before next class: 

READ: “FATHER VERSUS MOTHER” (89-96) & 

“WALLOW, SWINE!” (97-100) & “THE SECRET HEART” 

(68-74) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

3 T 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATION #1 

Discussion of “FATHER VERSUS 

MOTHER” (89-96) & “WALLOW, 

SWINE!” (97-100) & “THE SECRET 

HEART” (68-74) 

To complete before next class: 

READ: “WEDDING SONG” (38-41) & “THE SIAMESE 

ACADEMIES” (42-47) & “LIFE” (55-60) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Discussion of “WEDDING SONG” (38-

41) & “THE SIAMESE ACADEMIES” 

(42-47) & “LIFE” (55-60) 

 

To complete before next class: 

FINALIZE STUDENT DRAMATIZATIONS 

 

4 T Presentation of student dramatizations of 

short stories 

INTRO to Dom Casmurro 

To complete before next class: 

READ:  

-FORWARD TO DOM CASMURRO BY ELIZABETH 

HARDWICK (XI-XXII) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFv8ZOx7znQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFv8ZOx7znQ


- DOM CASMURRO (3-42) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th Discussion of FORWARD TO DOM 

CASMURRO BY ELIZABETH 

HARDWICK (XI-XXII) & DOM 

CASMURRO (3-12) 

 

Discussion of DOM CASMURRO (13-

42) 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ:  

- DOM CASMURRO (43-102) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

5 T STUDENT PRESENTATION #2 

Discussion of DOM CASMURRO (43-

102) 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ:  

- DOM CASMURRO (103-162) 

 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Discussion of DOM CASMURRO (103-

162) 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ:  

- DOM CASMURRO (163-212) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

6 T 

 

Discussion of DOM CASMURRO (163-

212) 

To complete before next class: 

READ:  

- DOM CASMURRO (213-262) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATION #3 

Discussion of DOM CASMURRO (213-

262) 

To complete before next class: 

READ: “THE RHETORIC OF JEALOUSY” BY ALFRED 

MAC ADAM, HISPANIC REVIEW, VOL. 67, NO. 1 

(WINTER, 1999), PP. 51-62. (ACCESSSIBLE THROUGH 

LIBRARY DATABASE JSTOR 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/474329) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

7 T 

 

Discussion of “THE RHETORIC OF 

JEALOUSY” BY ALFRED MAC 

ADAM 

 

To complete before next class: 

COME WITH A TOPIC FOR YOUR RESEARCH PAPER. 

IDENTIFY TWO SOURCES IN ADDLESTONE LIBRARY 

YOU COULD USE AS SOURCES. BRING THEM OR A 

SHORT PARAGRAPH DESCRIBING THE CONTENT TO 

THE LIBRARY SESSION. 

 

Th 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATION #4 

 

To complete before next class: 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/474329


READ: “A CLARIFICATION OF SOME ‘STRANGE’ 

CHAPTERS IN MACHADO'S ‘DOM CASMURRO’” BY 

DORIS J. TURNER, LUSO-BRAZILIAN REVIEW VOL. 13, 

NO. 1 (SUMMER, 1976), PP. 55-66. (ACCESSSIBLE 

THROUGH LIBRARY DATABASE JSTOR 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3512715) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS 

BY 12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

8 T 

 

Discussion of “A CLARIFICATION OF 

SOME ‘STRANGE’ CHAPTERS IN 

MACHADO'S ‘DOM CASMURRO’” 

BY DORIS J. TURNER 

  

To complete before next class: 

Watch “Memoirs of Brás Cubas 

Th 

 

Q/A SESSION 

Discussion 

 

9 T 

 

FALL BREAK. NO CLASS. 

 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ: ESAU AND JACOB: “SERIES EDITORS’ GENERAL 

INTRODUCTION” BY JEAN FRANCO AND RICHARD 

GRAHAM & “FOREWARD” BY DAIN BORGES  

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Introduction to Esau and Jacob 

Discussion of “SERIES EDITORS’ 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION” BY 

JEAN FRANCO AND RICHARD 

GRAHAM & “FOREWARD” BY 

DAIN BORGES 

To complete before next class: 

READ: Esau and Jacob (25-75) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

10 T 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATION #5 

Discussion of Esau and Jacob (25-75) 

To complete before next class: 

Esau and Jacob (76-120) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Discussion of Esau and Jacob (76-120) To complete before next class: 

READ: Esau and Jacob (121-165) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

11 T 

 

Discussion of Esau and Jacob (121-165) To complete before next class: 

READ: Esau and Jacob (166-205) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Discussion of Esau and Jacob (166-205) 

STUDENT PRESENTATION #6 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ: Esau and Jacob (206-260) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

12 T Discussion of Esau and Jacob (206-260) To complete before next class: 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3512715


 READ: Esau and Jacob (261-303) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION  

QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 12 PM THE DAY 

BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Discussion of Esau and Jacob (261-303) 

STUDENT PRESENTATION #7 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ: “TIME AND ALLEGORY IN MACHADO DE 

ASSIS’S ESAU AND JACOB” BY MARIA LUISA NUNES 

LATIN AMERICAN LITERARY REVIEW, VOL. 11, NO. 21 

(FALL - WINTER, 1982), PP. 27-38. (ACCESSSIBLE 

THROUGH LIBRARY DATABASE JSTOR 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/20119309) 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

13 T 

 

Discussion of “TIME AND 

ALLEGORY IN MACHADO DE 

ASSIS’S ESAU AND JACOB” BY 

MARIA LUISA NUNES 

 

Presentation of student dramatizations of 

chapters 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ: 3 POEMS BY MACHADO DE ASSIS (HANDOUT): 

“VICIOUS CIRCLE” & “THE DEVIL’S WEDDING” & “TO 

CAROLINA”  

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

Discussion of Machado’s poetry 

“VICIOUS CIRCLE” & “THE 

DEVIL’S WEDDING” & “TO 

CAROLINA”  

 

 

To complete before next class: 

READ: LOCAL THESIS OF GLOBAL POTENTIAL? HOW 

MACHADO DE ASSIS BECAME A CLASSIC OF WORLD 

LITERATURE BY J. DE CASTROS ROCHA. [SELECTIONS] 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

 

14 T 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATION #8 

Discussion of Machado de Assis and His 

Place in World Literature  

 

To complete before next class: 

WORK ON RESEARCH PAPERS 

 

POST: A DISCUSSION QUESTION/ANSWER ON OAKS BY 

12 PM THE DAY BEFORE OUR NEXT CLASS. 

Th 

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK. NO 

CLASS. 

To complete before next class: 

WORK ON RESEARCH PAPER 

15 T 

 

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS ON 

RESEARCH PAPERS (3 MINS PER 

STUDENT) 

To complete before next class: 

FINISH RESEARCH PAPER 

Th 

 

FINAL THOUGHTS ON MACHADO STUDY FOR FINAL EXAM 

 

FINAL EXAM 

In our regular classroom: DATE / TIME 

 

http://registrar.cofc.edu/calendars/index.php 

PLEASE NOTE: This department does not accept the excuse of parents buying plane tickets for flights that leave before 

your exam date. Consult your exam schedule before making travel plans. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/20119309
http://registrar.cofc.edu/calendars/index.php


FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALTERNATIVE COURSE CERTIFICATION 

COVER SHEET 

 

Department: Hispanic Studies 

Course Acronym, Number, and Title:  

LTPO 450, Portuguese Literature in Translation: Comparative Literature 

Category (Check only ONE ) _____ 1 The Role of Language in Culture 

     _____ 2 Global and Cultural Awareness 

     ___X__ 3 Regions of the World 

1) Attach the Syllabus 

2) Please describe how this course meets the defining characteristics and addresses the program 

learning outcome for the category selected. Be specific by including relevant course content or 

assignments related to the learning outcome (you may attach a separate sheet):  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 

cultures in a specific world region.  

This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of the Portuguese-speaking world 

through literary works. This course will give a historical, political, sociological context to the literary 

works of the Lusophone world, examining the ethnic, racial, and social forces at work. Topics include 

international relations, authoritarianism and the transition to democracy, social change, economic 

development, colonialism and decolonization, patterns of emigration, problems of national identity, and 

the main trends of twentieth century literature and art of the Portuguese-speaking world. The works 

studied will reflect cohesive themes that are both specific to the Portuguese-speaking world while also 

connecting universally, particular with students’ contemporary U.S. cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Department of Hispanic Studies, 9 Liberty St., JC Long Building, room #113 

Professor: Dr. Luci Moreira 

Phone: 953-6753, email: moreiral@cofc.edu  

Office hours: TBA 

Meeting Days: TBA 

 

LTPO 450 Comparative Literature: Brazil, Portugal, and Portuguese Africa 

 

Goals: This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of the Portuguese-

speaking world through literary works. This course will give a historical, political, sociological 

context to the literary works of the Lusophone world, examining the ethnic, racial, and social 

forces at work. Topics include international relations, authoritarianism and the transition to 

democracy, social change, economic development, colonialism and decolonization, patterns of 

emigration, problems of national identity, and the main trends of twentieth century literature and 

art of the Portuguese-speaking world. 

 

Objectives:  

(1) To offer, from the Department of Hispanic Studies, an overview of the Portuguese-speaking 

world from the perspective of Lusophone literary thinkers. 

(2) To develop students’ awareness of current issues of the Portuguese-speaking world and 

address cultural encounters of the Portuguese world, from colonial to modern times, and 

from Asia to Brazil. 

(3) To compare the similarities and differences of different aspects of the Lusophone world. 

(4) To familiarize students with the Portuguese-Speaking world’s artistic and cultural traditions. 

 

 

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, 

practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region.  

 

This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language 

Alternative program. Upon the completion of this course, students will contextualize 

and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world 

region (program learning outcome 3). 
 

Description of the class: 

The format of this class is a combination of lecture, discussion, and seminar. Students will read 

fictional, critical, and theoretical writings. Two novels from each continent (total of six) will be 

read in this class plus reading assignments from critical writings. Students should read all 

assignments prior to the class. Class time will be devoted to discussions, which students should 

actively participate in. We will also explore various types of cultural manifestations through 

documentaries, music, power points, and through the Internet. A few films may be assigned 

outside of the classroom. The approach for this class will be historical, anthropological, 

sociological, and literary.  Active participation is critical for this class; three short papers, a term 

project, and a final exam evaluate the student’s understanding of the Portuguese-speaking world. 

 

Requirements:  
Attendance: students are expected to attend all classes. After the third absence, each class you 

miss will result in your final grade being lowered one letter grade (e.g., B+ to B). 

 



Participation: Reading and discussing the subjects are crucial in this class; therefore I expect that 

you come prepared to discuss. Failure to demonstrate that critical reading will affect your 

participation grade. Late papers will receive a 10% penalty for each day late (including 

weekends).  

 

Final project: more detailed guidelines will be provided later in the semester, but you should 

expect to write a research paper on a topic you choose. You may select one country or work to 

focus on, or you may choose to compare countries or authors’ literary traditions. I expect the 

course goals to be evident in your final papers; that is, the paper should focus on literature while 

providing a solid contextual foundation. Minimum 8 pages, excluding title page annotated 

references of at least 10 sources (of which at least one must be a primary text).  

 

Abstracts: Abstracts are a critical tool of the academic world and are designed to teach student’s 

critical academic skills while helping them participate in class. Abstracts should be completed 

prior to classroom discussion of the topic. Further guidance will be given on abstracts in a 

subsequent handout. 

 

Short papers: 3-4 pages, due when we finish each continent (exact due dates will be given at least 

one week in advance). These short papers are your conclusions and critical reflections on the 

material covered from that continent. I expect a concise and critical analysis. Outside research for 

short papers is not strictly necessary.  

 

Final exam: the final will be based on all material covered throughout the semester: both novels 

and theoretical works. You should be able to recognize authors, cite them, and write narrative 

answers reflecting the critical discussions of the class. 

 

Grading criteria 

Participation:  20% 

Short papers:  30% (3 X 10% each) 

Abstracts: 10% (10 X 1% each) 

Final project: 20% 

Final exam:  20% 

 

Bibliography: 

Brazil:   

Sadlier, Darlene. 2008. Brazil imagined: 1500 to present. Austin: University of Texas Press. 

DaMatta, Roberto. 1991. Carnivals, rogues and heroes. An interpretation of the Brazilian 

dilemma. Transl by John Drury. University of Notre Dame Press. 

Ramos, Graciliano. 1965. Barren Lives. Austin: Texas University Press. (Novel) 

Assis, Machado de. 2013. The Alienist and Other stories of Nineteenth-Century Brazil (Novel). 

Indiana: Hackett Publishing 

 

Africa: 

Patrick Chabal. 2002. A History of Postcolonial Lusophone Africa de. Translated by  

Daniel Hahn Arcadia Books. Indiana Press. 

Mia Couto. 2006. Sleepwalking. Translated by David Brookshaw. Publisher: Serpent's  

Tail Publishing Ltd. (novel) 

 

Portugal: 

Antonio Costa Pinto (Editor).  2004. The Last Empire: Thirty Years of Portuguese 

 Decolonization. Translated by Stewart Lloyd-Jones and Antonio Costa Pinto  

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Antonio%20Costa%20Pinto


Frank Cass Publishers. 

José Saramago. 1992. The Year of the Death of Ricardo Reis. Translated by Giovanni  

Pontiero. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. (novel) 

 

 

Excerpts from Brazilian, Portuguese and African writers: 

Levine, Robert M. Brazilian Legacies, Armonk, N.Y.: M. E. Sharpe, 0585190275. 1997,  

Sadlier, Darlene. One hundred years after tomorrow. Brazilian women’s fiction in the 20th 

Century. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1992, ISBN: 0585000913   

Sadlier, Darlene. Brazil imagined: 1500 to present. Austin: University of Texas Press. 2008. 

DaMatta, Roberto. Carnivals, rogues and heroes. An interpretation of the Brazilian 

 Dilemma. Notre Dame/London: University of Notre Dame Press. 1991. 

Darcy Ribeiro. The Brazilian People. The Formation and Meaning of Brazil. Translated by 

Gregory Rabassa. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2000. 

Darcy Ribeiro: The Brazilian People. The Formation and Meaning of Brazil. 

José Lins do Rego: Plantation Boy.  

Antonio Costa Pinto (Editor). 2003. Contemporary Portugal: Politics, Society, and Culture 

(Social Science Monographs).  

Fernando Pessoa. 2006. A Little Larger Than the Entire Universe: Selected Poems. By  

Fernando Pessoa and Richard. Zenith Penguin Classics. 
Jose Eduardo Agualusa. 2006. Creole Nation. Translated by Daniel Hahn. Arcadia Books. 

Pepetela. 1982. Mayombe. Translated by Michael Wolfers. UK: Heinemann African W. 

Skidmore, Thomas E . 1999. Brazil: five centuries of change. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

Gilberto Freyre. 1963. The Mansions and the Shanties (Sobrados e Mucambos). The making of 

modern Brazil. Translated from the Portuguese and edited by Harriet de Onís. With an 

introd. by Frank Tannenbaum. New York, Knopf. 

Freyre, Gilberto. 1956. The Masters and the Slaves (Casa-Grande and Senzala). A study in the 

development of Brazilian civilization. Samuel Putnam. Publication: New York, Knopf. 

Hilary Owen. 2007. Mother Africa, Father Marx. Women's Writing of Mozambique, 1948-2002. 

Bucknell University Press/Associated University Presses.  

 Antonio Costa Pinto. 1998. Modern Portugal. Palo Alto: The Society for Promotion of Science 

and Scholarship. 

Helena Kaufman and Anna Klobucka (Eds.) 1997. After the Revolution: Twenty Years of 

Portuguese Literature, 1974-1994. University Press.  

Luís de Camões. 2001. The Lusiads.Translated by Landeg White, Oxford. 
Maria Isabel Barreno, Maria Teresa Horta, and Maria Velho da Costa. 1975. New Portuguese  

Letters. Helena Kaufman and Anna Klobucka (Eds.) 1997. After the Revolution: Twenty With 

preface by Helen R. Lane (prose sections) Poetry translated by Faith  

Gillespie with assistance of Suzette Macedo Publisher: Readers Intl Garden City. N.Y.: 

Doubleday. 

 

Films: 

The Testament of Mr. Napumocemo da Silva Araújo (Brazil, Portugal, Mozambique, Angola) 

O Herói  de Zezé Gamboa (Angola) 

A Costa dos Murmúrios (Portugal) 

Barren Lives (Brazil) 

 

http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org.nuncio.cofc.edu/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=fullrecord:sessionid=fsapp9-34748-fdlnwkwv-ty2poz:entitypagenum=20:0:recno=1:resultset=10:format=FI:next=html/record.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:entitytoprecno=1:entitycurrecno=1:numrecs=1
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Antonio%20Costa%20Pinto
http://www.amazon.com/Little-Larger-Than-Entire-Universe/dp/0143039555/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1205027860&sr=1-4
http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org.nuncio.cofc.edu/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=fullrecord:sessionid=fsapp9-34748-fdlnwkwv-ty2poz:entitypagenum=10:0:recno=5:resultset=5:format=FI:next=html/record.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:entitytoprecno=5:entitycurrecno=5:numrecs=1
http://www.amazon.com/Lusiads-Oxford-Worlds-Classics/dp/0192831917/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1205027231&sr=1-1


Tentative syllabus 

Week  Assignment 

Week 1 Costa Pinto: Last Empire 

Excerpts of The Lusiads 

Week 2 Costa Pinto: Last Empire 

H. Kaufman and A. Klobucka: After the Revolution 

Week 3 Costa Pinto: Contemporary Portugal 

Helena Kaufman and Anna Klobucka (Eds.) 1997. The Three Marias 

Week 4 Jose Saramago: The Year of the Death of Ricardo Reis 

Week 5 Fernando Pessoa: A Little Larger than the Entire Universe  

Paper #1 due 

Week 6 Patrick Chabal: A History of Postcolonial Lusophone Africa  

Week 7 Excerpts of Hilary Owen: Mother Africa, Father Marx. Women's Writing of 

Mozambique  

Week 8 Jose Agualusa: Creole Nation  

Week 9 Pepetela: Mayombe 

Week 10 Mia Couto: Sleepwalking 

Paper #2 due 

Week 11 Roberto DaMatta: Carnivals, rogues and heroes. An interpretation of the 

Brazilian dilemma.  

Week 12 Darcy Ribeiro: The Brazilian People. The Formation and Meaning of Brazil.  

Week 13 Excerpts of Skidmore, Thomas Brazil: five centuries of change.  

Gilberto Freyre; The Mansions and the Shanties (Sobrados e Mucambos). The 

making of modern Brazil.  

Freyre, Gilberto: The Masters and the Slaves (Casa-Grande and Senzala).  

Week 14 Sadlier, Darlene. 2008. Brazil imagined: 1500 to present 

Week 15 Graciliano Ramos: Barren Lives.  

Paper #3 due 

 

 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALTERNATIVE COURSE CERTIFICATION 

COVER SHEET 

 

Department: Hispanic Studies 

Course Acronym, Number, and Title:  

LTSP 252, Contemporary Latin American Literature in Translation 

Category (Check only ONE ) _____ 1 The Role of Language in Culture 

     _____ 2 Global and Cultural Awareness 

     ___X__ 3 Regions of the World 

1) Attach the Syllabus 

2) Please describe how this course meets the defining characteristics and addresses the program 

learning outcome for the category selected. Be specific by including relevant course content or 

assignments related to the learning outcome (you may attach a separate sheet):  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and perspectives from 

cultures in a specific world region.  

 

This course will study select literature in English translation from contemporary Spanish-speaking Latin 

America (theater, essays, poetry, short stories and/or novels) while focusing on a specific group of 

notable Latin American authors. The works studied will reflect cohesive themes that are both specific to 

Latin America while also connecting universally, particular with students’ contemporary U.S. cultures. 
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COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON 

Hispanic Studies 

 

LTSP 252: Contemporary Latin American Literature in (English) Translation 

Contemporary Narrative in Dictatorial and Post-Dictatorial Latin American Societies 

    MWF 11-11'50am (LCTR B08) 

 

Professor: Dr. María Colomina-Garrigós  

Office hours: MWF 3-4pm    Office: JC Long 140 

E-mail address: colominagarrigosm@cofc.edu Phone#: 953-7128 

 

 

Course Description: This interdisciplinary course offers insights into Latin America's recent 

political history as seen through representative works of contemporary Spanish American literature 

and film. In particular, we will explore the phenomenon of military dictatorships as well as 

processes of redemocratization and the impact of their accompanying globalized socioeconomic and 

cultural projects. World renowned authors such as Julio Cortázar, Alicia Partnoy, Manuel Puig, 

Ricardo Piglia, Diamela Eltit, Roberto Bolaño, and Antonio Skámerta, will be studied. The course 

will analyze how narrative (novels and short stories will be the main text corpus) and films deal 

with issues such as Authority, Repression, Memory and Historical Revisionism, Gender Issues, 

Inner and Outer Exile, Globalization and Mass Media Appropriation of Cultural Politics, etc.  

 

Through extensive study and discussion of literary and filmic expressions of these political 

phenomena, students will meet the following objectives: 

 

Objetives: 

1) Increase their knowledge of key works and authors in contemporary Spanish American 

literature, particularly on the topic of dictatorships;develop and demonstrate a knowledge of 

contemporary Latin America’s Southern Cone, its historical, sociopolitical, as well as 

cultural background. Students will demonstrate familiarity with the phenomena of military 

dictatorships as well as with processes of redemocratization in that geographical area from 

the 70s up until today, mostly through literary and cinematic representations of this political 

phenomenon; 

 

2) Identify and discuss major themes, ideas, and concepts in the literary and filmic works as 

well as in the critical essays assigned; 

 

3) demonstrate familiarity with issues such as History and Fiction, Memory and Historical 

Revisionism, Power and Discourse; Identity; Gender Issues; Inner and outer Exile; Impact 

of Marketing and Advertising Discourses through Mass Media on Society, etc., in the 

context of Postmodernity and Globalisation, and as seen in the film and literary texts 

studied in class; 

 

4) sharpen the students' critical skills in analyzing narrative works in particular; 

 

5) develop an appreciation for Latin American history, politics, film and literature. 

 

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and 

perspectives from cultures in a specific world region.  

mailto:colominagarrigosm@cofc.edu
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This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative program. 

Upon the completion of this course, students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and 

perspectives from cultures in a specific world region (program learning outcome 3). 

 

Required Texts: 

 

- Selection of chapters and short stories from the following works: “Graffiti” from We Love 

Glenda So Much, by Julio Cortázar (Argentina, 1980); “Bread,” “A Puzzle,” and “The One-

Flower Slippers” from The Little School: Tales of Disappearance and Survival in 

Argentina, by Alicia Partnoy (Argentina, 1985); excerpts from Prisoner without a name, 

cell without a number (1981), by Jacobo Timerman; “Dance card” from Last Evenings on 

Earth by Roberto Bolaño (Chile, 2006). All these materials are available in OAKS. 

- Manuel Puig: Kiss of the Spider Woman (Argentina, 1976) 

- Ricardo Piglia: Artificial respiration (Argentina,1980) 

- Diamela Eltit: Custody of the Eyes (Chile, 1994) 

- Antonio Skármeta: The Days of the Rainbow (Chile, 2011) 

 

Required Film: 

      

- No (Pablo Larraín, Chile, 2012) 

 

Critical Readings: Students will have access to the following bibliography on Oaks (NOTE: 

THE ARTICLES IN BOLD ARE REQUIRED READING FOR THE ENTIRE CLASS) 

 

Beverley, John. “The Margin at the Center: on Testimonio.” Testimonio. On the Politics of 

  Truth. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2004. 29-44. 

 
Caviedes, César. “Institutionalization of the Military Rule.” The Southern Cone. Realities of  

 the Authoritarian State in South America. Totowa, NJ: Rowman & Allanheld, 1984. 

 134-68. 

 
Chevalier, François. “The roots of Caudillismo.” Caudillos: dictators in Spanish America. (Ed. 

  Hugo M. Hamill) Norman: U of Oklahoma P, 1992. 27-41. 

 
González Echevarría, Roberto. “The Dictatorship of Rhetoric/The Rhetoric of 

Dictatorship.” The Voice of the Masters. Writing and Authority in Modern Latin 

American Literature. Austin: U of Texas P, 1985. 64-85. 

 

Hutcheon, Linda. “‘The Pastime of Past Time’: Fiction, History, Historiographic 

 Metafiction”. Genre XX  (1987): 285-305. 

 

Kohut, David. “Chronology” and “Introduction to the ‘Dirty Wars’ in the Southern Cone.”  

 Historical Dictionary of the “Dirty Wars.” Lanham, Maryland, and Oxford: The  

 Scarecrow P: 2003. xv-xxx; 1-7. 

 
Mendieta, Eduardo. “From Modernity, through Postmodernity, to Globalization: Mapping 

  Latin America.” Cartografías y estrategias de la ‘postmodernidad’ y la 

  ‘postcolonialidad’ en Latinoamérica. Ed. Alfonso de Toro. Madrid: Iberoamericana, 

  2006. 61-91. 
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Rowe, William and Teresa Whitfield. “Thresholds of Identity: Literature and Exile in Latin 

 America.” Third World Quarterly 9, no. 1 (January 1987): 229-245. 

 

 
Said, Edward. “Reflections on Exile.” Reflections on Exile and Other Essays. Cambridge, 

  Massachusetts: Harvard UP, 2002. 173-186. 

 
Strejilevich, Nora. “Testimony: Beyond the Language of Truth.” Human Rights Quarterly 28 

 (2006): 701-13. 

 

Tironi, Eugenio & Guillermo Sunkel, “The Modernization of Communications: The Media in the 

  Transition to Democracy in Chile.” Democracy and the Media. A Comparative Perspective. 

  Eds. Richard Gunther and Anthony Mughan. New York: Cambridge UP, 2000. 165-194. 

 
Treacy, Mary Jane. “Double Binds: Latin American Women’s Prison Memories.” Hypatia 

 11 (1996): 130-45. 

 

Vanden, Harry E. & Gary Prevost. Politics of Latin America. The Power Game. Oxford:  

 Oxford UP, 2002. (Chapters 14 and 15, on Argentina and Chile respectively,  

are mandatory readings) 

 
Walter, Amy R. “The Mass Media and Political Socialization: Chile, 1970-2000.” Frontiers: The 

  Interdisciplinary Journal of Study Abroad 12 (November 2005): 127-155. 

 

 
On Reserve: 

 
Beverley, John. Testimonio. On the Politics of Truth. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2004. 

Hutcheon, Linda. The Politics of Postmodernism. New York & London: Routledge, 1989 (also as 

  E-book). 

Juan-Navarro, Santiago. Archival reflections: Postmodern Fiction of the Americas. Lewisburg, PA: 

 Bucknell UP, 2000. 

Puig, Manuel. Kiss of the Spider Woman. New York: Random House, 1979. 

White, Hayden. The Content of the Form. Narrative Discourse and Historical Representation. 

  Baltimore and London: The John Hopkins UP, 1987. 

Williams, Raymond Leslie. The Postmodern Novel in Latin America: Politics of Culture and the 

  Crisis of Truth. New York, N.Y.: St. Martin’s P., 1995. 

Note: The bibliographical guidelines to follow in the Lesson Plan are those of the Modern 

Language Association (you can find the MLA style guidelines on Oaks). 

 

Evaluation scale:          

 

 Participation....................................................................10%       

 Critical literary analyses……………….........................30%        

 Film Review..……………………...................................5%         

 Oral presentation.............................................................10%       

 Final Paper......................................................................15%                 

 Midterm Exam..………………………………………..15%       
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 Final Exam……..............................................................15% 

 

 

 

Grading scale: 

 
A 93-100 A- 90-92 B+ 87-89 B 83-86 B- 80-82 C+ 77-79  

 

C 73-76 C- 70-72 D+ 69  D 66-68 D- 65  F below 65 

 

 

Description of the Course Requirements: 

 

 Participation: Class time will be used for critical discussion of the texts and films assigned 

as well as for presentations by both the professor and the students about different aspects 

and issues relevant to the course’s content. Therefore, it is required for the student to attend 

every day of class (students with four absences will have their final grade lowered; with the 

fifth absence, the student will be dropped from the class with a grade of “W”. Note, 

however, the assignments still need to be submitted on time for credit), to complete their 

assignments prior to class, and to come to class ready for discussion.  

 

 Literary analyses: Critical analysis of the texts studied is one of the most important tasks of 

this course. Students will be alfabetically divided into Groups A and B and alternately 

required to turn in THREE (3) short (3-4 page long) typed analyses of some of the texts 

assigned. These analyses should focus on one specific aspect or topic relevant to the text. 

No critical bibliography will be used for these analyses. Students must follow the following 

style format: Times New Roman, 12, double spaced. The lowest score will be dropped. No 

late papers will be accepted except for exceptional cases. See Honor Code and Academic 

Integrity. 

 

 Film review: Students will be required to watch ONE film, in class, and to write a film 

review. This film will be available in Oaks. Note: A film review is not a plot summary. It is 

an analysis or commentary on the significance of the plot as well as on a particular 

aspect/theme of relevance and the cinematic techniques that help convey the director’s 

message. The review should be at least 1 page long, and should be typed in Times New 

Roman 12 and double spaced. A rubric for film reviews is also posted on Oaks. 

 

 Oral presentation: Students will give an oral presentation in pairs on one Spanish American 

author. Each presentation should be between 13-15 minutes long and each pair must 

provide the class with a handout. Specifics on content and format of the presentations will 

be given in class. There will be a sign up sheet on the first day of class. 

 

 Final Paper: Students will be required to turn in an EIGHT-page typed paper at the end of 

the semester (in Times New Roman 12 and double spaced). Students must use between 2-4 

critical sources (no internet sources unless they are an electronic scholarly article allowed). 

After selecting a topic, each student must turn in a proposal that includes a tentative title as 

well as an abstract with the chosen thesis. The proposal will be due on week#12 and final 

paper will be due the last day of class. See Honor Code and Academic Integrity. 
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 Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam. The content and the format of the exams 

will be specified later. 

  

 

  

 Honor Code and Academic Integrity   

Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and plagiarism are violations of our Honor Code that, when 

identified, are investigated.  Each instance is examined to determine the degree of deception 

involved. Incidents where the professor believes the student’s actions are clearly related more to 

ignorance, miscommunication, or uncertainty, can be addressed by consultation with the student.  

We will craft a written resolution designed to help prevent the student from repeating the error in 

the future.  The resolution, submitted by form and signed by both the professor and the student, is 

forwarded to the Dean of Students and remains on file.    

Remember, research conducted and/or papers written for other classes cannot be used in whole or in 

part for any assignment in this class without obtaining prior permission from the professor. Failure 

to properly document any additional sources you consult or utilize is plagiarism. This includes 

information you find on the Internet. Plagiarism or any other violation of the College of Charleston 

Honor Code guidelines for academic integrity will not be tolerated in this class. The professor 

reserves the right to fail the student for the assignment with the possibility of an XF in the course, a 

grade that indicates failure of the course due to academic dishonesty.  This grade will appear on the 

student’s transcript for two years after which the student may petition for the X to be expunged.  

The student may also be placed on disciplinary probation, suspended (temporary removal) or 

expelled (permanent removal) from the College by the Honor Board. . If you have any questions 

about what constitutes academic honesty, please consult with me via email or my office hours. If 

you are not certain how to properly document your sources, please ask me before you turn in the 

assignment. 

It is important for students to remember that unauthorized collaboration--working together without 

permission-- is a form of cheating.  Unless a professor specifies that students can work together on 

an assignment and/or test, no collaboration is permitted.   Other forms of cheating include 

possessing or using an unauthorized study aid (such as a PDA), copying from another’s exam, 

fabricating data, and giving unauthorized assistance. 

Remember, research conducted and/or papers written for other classes cannot be used in whole or in 

part for any assignment in this class without obtaining prior permission from the professor.   

Students can find a complete version of the Honor Code and all related processes in the Student 

Handbook at http://www.cofc.edu/studentaffairs/general_info/studenthandbook.html. 
----- 

SNAP: If  you have a documented disability that may have an impact on your work in this class, be 

sure to contact an administrator at the Center of  Disability Services, located on the first floor of the 

Lightsey Center, Suite 104, (843) 953-1431 and to talk to me in a timely manner so that your  needs 

can be addressed. 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 

The following schedule is tentative. Any changes will be announced in class and via email. 

Unless otherwise specifically indicated, students should keep current with the schedule as 

indicated below: 

 

Week 1: 

 

Wed, Jan. 8: Introduction to the course 

https://gibbes.cofc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cofc.edu/studentaffairs/general_info/studenthandbook.html
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For next class: read “The roots of Caudillismo” from Caudillos: dictators in Spanish America, 

by François Chevalier and “Introduction to the 'Dirty Wars' in the Southern Cone,” by David 

Kohut (all critical materials are posted on Oaks) 

 

 
Fri, Jan. 10: Introduction to the phenomena of Caudillismos in Latin America and to Military 

Dictatorships in the Southern Cone: the “Dirty Wars” 

For next class: Read Chronology of Argentina, by David Kohut, and chapter on Argentina 

from Politics of Latin America (Oaks) 

 

Week 2: 

 

Mon, Jan. 13: Introduction to the “Dirty Wars” in the Southern Cone; Argentina’s 20th century 

political history: Argentina’s Dirty War (1976-1983).  

For next class: read short story “Graffiti” by Julio Cortázar (Oaks)  

 
Wed, Jan. 15: The Phenomenon of Dictatorships in Short Narrative. Discussion of “Graffiti” by 

Julio Cortázar (Queremos tanto a Glenda, 1980) 

 

Fri, Jan. 17: Discussion of “Graffiti” by Julio Cortázar (Queremos tanto a Glenda, 1980) (cont.).  

For next class: Read “The Margin at the Center: on Testimonio,” by John Beverley; 

Introduction plus selection of chapters from The Little School, by Alicia Partnoy (1985): 

“Bread,” “A Puzzle,” and “The One-Flower Slippers” (Oaks) and write analysis (group A).  

 

Week 3:  

 

Mon, Jan. 20: Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – No classes 

 
Wed, Jan. 22: Introduction to testimonial narratives. Discussion of “The Margin at the Center,” by 

John Beverley. Discussion of a selection of excerpts from The Little School: Tales of 

Disappearance and Survival in Argentina (1985), by Alicia Partnoy: “Bread,” “A Puzzle,” and 

“The One-Flower Slippers.” Analysis of The Little School Due (group A).  

 

Fri, Jan. 24: The testimonial novel: Female Prison Memories. Discussion of a selection of excerpts 

from The Little School: Tales of Disappearance and Survival in Argentina (1985), by Alicia 

Partnoy: “Bread,” “A Puzzle,” and “The One-Flower Slippers” (cont).  

For next class: Read excerpts from Prisoner without a name, cell without a number (1981), by 

Jacobo Timerman (Oaks), and write analysis (group B). 

 

Week 4:  

Mon, Jan. 27: The testimonial novel II: Male Prison Memories. Discussion of  excerpt from 

Prisoner without a name, cell without a number (1981) by Jacobo Timerman. Analysis of Prisoner 

Due (group B).  

 
Wed, Jan. 29: The testimonial novel II: Male Prison Memories. Discussion of  excerpt from 

Prisoner without a name, cell without a number (1981) by Jacobo Timerman (cont.).  

Presentation #1 

For next class: read Kiss of the Spider Woman (1976), by Manuel Puig (chapters 1-3) 

 
Fri, Feb. 31: Discussion of novel Kiss of the Spider Woman (1976), by Manuel Puig (chapters 1-3) 
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For next class: read Kiss of the Spider Woman (chapters 4-7) 

 

Week 5: 

Mon, Feb. 3: Discussion of Kiss of the Spider Woman (chapters 4-7) 

For next class: read Kiss of the Spider Woman (chapters 8-10) 

Wed, Feb. 5: Discussion of Kiss of the Spider Woman (chapters 8-10). Presentation #2.  

For next class: read Kiss of the Spider Woman (chapters 11-16) 

 
Fri, Feb. 7: Discussion of Kiss of the Spider Woman (chapters 11-16). 

Analysis of Kiss of the Spider Woman Due (group A).  

For next wed: read Artificial respiration (1980), by Ricardo Piglia (read I of Part I) 

 

Week 6:  

 

Mon, Feb. 10: Finish discussion of Kiss of the Spider Woman. Introduction to  Artificial respiration 

(1980), by Ricardo Piglia 

For next class: read chapter I of Part I 

 
Wed, Feb. 12: Discussion of Artificial respiration (1980), by Ricardo Piglia (chapter I of Part I) 

For next class: read chapter II of Part I 

 
Fri, Feb. 14: Discussion of Artificial respiration (chapter II of Part I). Presentation #3 

For next class: read chapter III of Part I 

 
Week 7:  

 

Mon, Feb. 17: Discussion of Artificial respiration (chapter III of Part I) 

For next class: read Second Part 

 
Wed, Feb. 19: Discussion of Artificial respiration (Second Part). Presentation#4  

 
Fri, Feb. 21: Discussion of Artificial respiration (Second Part) (cont.) Analysis of Artificial 

respiration Due (group B).  
 

Week 8: 

 

Mon, Feb. 24:  Discussion of Artificial respiration (1980), by Ricardo Piglia. Presentation#5 

 

Wed, Feb. 26: Review for Midterm Exam. 

 
Fri, Feb. 28: Midterm Exam. 

For next class (March 10): read Chronology of Chile by David Kohut, and chapter on Chile 

from Politics of Latin America (Oaks) 

 

Week 9: 

 

Spring break – no class 

 

Week 10:  
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Mon, March 10: Introduction to Chile’s 20th century political history: Chile’s 1973 coup.  

For next class: read essays “Reflections on Exile,” by Edward Said, and “Thresholds of 

Identity: Literature and Exile in Latin America” (read only pp. 229-41) by Rowe & Whitfield 

(Oaks) 

Wed, March 12: Discussion of essays “Reflections on Exile,” by Edward Said, and “Thresholds of 

Identity: Literature and Exile in Latin America” by Rowe and Whitfield.  

For next class: read “Dance card” (Last Evenings on Earth, Chile, 2006) by Roberto Bolaño 

(Oaks) 

 
Fri, March 14:  Memory and Exile:  Discussion of “Dance card” by Roberto Bolaño. 

 

Week 11: 

 

Mon, March 17: Memory and Exile: Discussion of short stories by Roberto Bolaño (cont.). 

Presentation #6 

For next class: read chapter I of Custody of the Eyes (1994) by Diamela Eltit.  

 
Wed, March 19: Female Voices: Female Voices and the (Re)Construction of Female Identity as 

Subversion to the Regime in Custody of the Eyes (1994) by Diamela Eltit. Presentation #7. 

For next class: read chapter II (pp. 17-48) of Custody of the Eyes  

 
Fri, March 21 (Last Day for students to withdraw with a grade of W): Discussion of Custody of the 

Eyes (cont.).  

For next class: read chapters II & III of Custody of the Eyes, and write analysis (group A) 

 

Week 12: 

 

Mon, March 24:Discussion of Custody of the Eyes (cont.). Analysis of Custody of the Eyes Due 

(group A) 

 
Wed, March 26: Finish discussion of Custody of the Eyes (cont.). Presentation #8  

For next class: Read essay by Eduardo Mendieta: “From Modernity, through Postmodernity, 

to Globalization: Mapping Latin America” (Oaks). 

 
Fri, March 28: Globalization and Posmodernity in Latin America. Discussion of essay by Eduardo 

Mendieta: “From Modernity, through Postmodernity, to Globalization: Mapping Latin America” 

(OAKS). Turn in Final Essay Proposal.  

For next class: Read chapters 1-10 of novel The Days of the Rainbow (2011), by Antonio 

Skármeta 

 

Week 13: 

 

Mon, March 31: Impact of Globalization and Consumerism in Processes of Redemocratization. 

Discussion of The Days of the Rainbow (2011), by Antonio Skármeta 

For next class: read chapters 11- 19 of The Days of the Rainbow 

 
Wed, April 2: Literary representations of globalization and cultural ‘mediatization’ as a means of 

class subjugation in post dictatorship societies in the Southern Cone: The Chilean Case. Discussion 

of The Days of the Rainbow (2011), by Antonio Skármeta 

For next class: read chapters 20-30 
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Fri, April 4: Discussion of The Days of the Rainbow (cont.). Presentation#9 

For next class: read chapters 31-36 of The Days of the Rainbow 

 
Week 14:  
Mon, April 7: Discussion of The Days of the Rainbow (cont.) 

For next class: 37-44 and write analysis of The Days of the Rainbow (group B) 

 
Wed, April 9: Mass Media Appropriation of Cultural Politics: The Chilean Transition to 

Democracy. Discussion of novel The Days of the Rainbow (cont.) Analysis of novel The Days of 

the Rainbow Due (group B) 

 
Fri, April 11: Discussion of novel The Days of the Rainbow (cont.). The Impact of Marketing and 

Advertising Discourses on Processes of Depolitization: The Chilean Transition to Democracy. 

Presentation#10 

 

Week 15:  

 

Mon, April 14: Film showing No (2012) by Pablo Larrain. 

 
Wed, April 16: Film showing: No (2012) by Pablo Larrain. 

 
Fri, April 18: Film showing: No (2012) by Pablo Larrain. Discussion of film No. 

For next class: write review of film No (all groups) 

 
Week 16:   

 
Mon, April 21: Discussion of film No (cont.). Film review of No Due (all groups) 

 
Wed, April 23:  Review for the final exam. Final Paper Due (all groups) 

 

Final Exam: Mon, April 28 (8-11am) 
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