


 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ALTERNATIVE COURSE CERTIFICATION 
COVER SHEET 

 

Department: Art and Architectural History 

Course Acronym, Number, and Title: ARTH 231, Islamic Art and Architecture 

Category (Check only ONE ) _____ 1 The Role of Language in Culture 

     _____ 2 Global and Cultural Awareness 

     __x__ 3 Regions of the World 

1) Attach the Syllabus 

2) Please describe how this course meets the defining characteristics and addresses the program 
learning outcome for the category selected. Be specific by including relevant course content or 
assignments related to the learning outcome (you may attach a separate sheet):  

Program Learning Outcome 3: Students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, practices, and 
perspectives from cultures in a specific world region.  

One of the SLOs for this course is to perform visual analyses on works of Islamic art.  This outcome is 
assessed in a short writing assignment in which students analyze a work of art using terminology 
presented and discussed in class.  A second SLO asks students to situate works of Islamic art in their 
historical, cultural, religious and/or social contexts.  This outcome is assessed via an essay question on 
the midterm and final, in which students compare and contrast three works of art from different periods 
according to a theme presented and discussed in class.  Because of the nature of the compare and 
contrast, students not only look for commonalities that major monuments of Islamic art share, but also 
consider how dynastic patrons of Islamic art differentiate themselves from their predecessors or rivals.  
Sample writing assignments and essay questions are provided below. 

Formal Analysis Short Essay: Write a formal analysis of the same work you described in SWA #1 (500 
words).  Remember to  

1. use art historical terminology like line, color, shape, depth/space, texture, mass, movement, 
etc.  You can consult this chart if needed: DesignElements&Principles. 

2. show me how the terms are represented in the work you chose by careful and precise description 
(look back to your first SWA for feedback), and 

3. provide your assessment of the composition or "overall effect" of the work of art. 

Final Exam Essay Topic: Our theme for the second half of this course has been the way that Islamic 
dynasties have used art and architecture in order to communicate their religious orthodoxy.  In your 
essay, identify and discuss 3 works of art/architecture that represent this theme.  You may choose 
any three examples that you wish, but they must come from three different dynastic periods.  
Remember to address the similarities and differences of the works and explain them in relation to 
their respective periods and cultures.   
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Islamic Art and Architecture– Number – ARTH 231 – Section  
Crosslistings  
Location and Time 
 
Prof. Jessica Streit  
Email: streitj@cofc.edu 
Office: Simons Center for the Arts 304 
Office Hours:  
 
Goals of the Course 
 
This course introduces students to Islamic art and architecture produced between the rise of 
Islam (early 7th century) and the end of the 15th century, and its goal is to help students 
understand the material in its social, political and historical context.  Spanning geographically 
from the Western Mediterranean to Western Asia, we will focus principally on religious 
architecture, but we will also consider secular structures and material culture.  Students will use 
textbook readings accompanied by class discussion in order to engage with the course material.  
Evaluations will be based on five short writing assignments and two noncumulative exams. 
 
Gen Ed 
 
This course satisfies Humanities general education requirements.  During this course, students will 
complete the following learning outcomes: 

 
1. Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted or valued in various expressions of human 

culture. 
2. Students examine relevant primary source materials as understood by the discipline and interpret 

the material in writing assignments. 
 

These outcomes will be assessed in the final examination.  Assessment will be applied to a slide 
comparison that will be part of the final exam.  As noted below, the final exam is worth 35% of the 
course grade. 
 
Texts and Other Materials  
 
Textbook  
 
Ettinghausen, Richard, Oleg Grabar, and Marilyn Jenkins. Islamic Art and Architecture 650-

1250. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2001. 
 
Other Resources 
 
We will use a second textbook (Blair, Sheila, Jonathan Bloom, and Richard Ettinghausen. The 
Art and Architecture of Islam 1250-1800. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1994) for the 
last four weeks of the course.  Purchasing it is optional (reading it is not), and I have placed a 
copy on reserve at Addlestone Library.  
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OAKS 
 
I will use OAKS for administration of short writing assignments (through Dropbox).  It will also 
serve as a depository for course materials like syllabi, assignments, powerpoints shown in class, 
study guides, slide lists, etc.   
 
Instructor Consultation, Technology and Classroom Conduct 

 
Students are responsible for learning both the material in the textbook and the material that we 
discuss in class. If you have a question about either, do not hesitate to ask during class.  
Alternatively, you can speak with me privately before class, after class, during office hours, or via 
email.  I will make every effort to respond to email within 24 hours.  If you send an email on a 
weekend your response may not come until Monday (or, in the case of a break, until the first day of 
classes after the break).  Email is a great way to reach me, but keep in mind that it doesn’t assure you 
an instant response.  
 
Believe it or not, many studies have shown that classroom laptop use is more detrimental than 
beneficial (http://web.stanford.edu/class/linguist156/laptops.pdf cites a few of them).  Because of 
this, and because this is a class that deals with visual material in a darkened room, note-taking on 
backlit electronic devices (ie. laptops, tablets, phones) is not allowed.  As for cell phones, I’m just as 
chained to mine as you are to yours, but during class I don’t want to hear them (including vibrating), 
see them, or notice your thumbs twitching as you text someone.  
 
Finally, please abstain from leaving and/or re-entering the classroom during class unless 
absolutely necessary.  When I have or another of your classmates has the speaking floor, I ask 
that you refrain from interrupting and carrying on side conversations or discussions.   
 
Student Responsibilities 
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance in all lectures is required of all students, and I will take attendance every day.  Students are 
allowed up to 4 absences for any reason, and if you miss class, you are responsible for gathering 
missed lecture material and/or announcements, etc., from your classmates or from OAKS.  In this class 
there is no such thing as an “excused” absence, unless there are some truly serious—and, most 
importantly, documented—circumstances, in which case I will usually suggest an Incomplete.  I do not 
drop for nonattendance, but if a student incurs more than 4 absences, he or she will receive a 
“WA” as a final grade, which is equivalent to an “F.”   
 
Reading 
 
Students will get the most from lectures if they come to class prepared: having done the readings 
ahead of time.  Keep in mind that because we are covering a huge geographical and temporal range, 
this class moves at a very fast pace! 
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Short Writing Assignments 
 
There will be five short writing assignments spread over the course of the semester.  These 
assignments will always be due via dropbox on OAKS by 11:59 PM on the due date that they are 
listed in the syllabus.  Please note that they will be submitted to plagiarism-detection software before 
being graded. 
 
If your work is late, please turn it in to the appropriate dropbox folder on OAKS within 48 hours of the 
deadline.  If turned in within 24 hours of the deadline, late SWAs will receive a penalty of 1/3 of a 
letter grade (ie. a B- becomes a C+).  Between 24-48 hours of the deadline, I will apply a 25% late 
penalty.  No late SWAs will be accepted after 48 hours of the deadline have passed. 
 
Exams 
 
There will be two non-cumulative slide exams, which will involve identification (identifying images, 
defining terms, labelling parts of architectural structures, etc.), short answer, and comparative essay 
components.  Only images appearing on the slide list for a given exam (found on OAKS) will be given 
for students to identify or discuss as a part of a short answer or essay question.  Each exam offers up to 
5 points extra credit (counted toward the exam) in the form of a “connoisseurship” question, asking 
you to use your knowledge to identify and explain a work of art that we haven’t seen in class.   
 
The dates for these exams are listed in the schedule.  You must contact me within 24 hours of the time 
of a scheduled test if you miss it because of an emergency, or at least 72 hours prior to a test time if 
you anticipate missing a test.  I will only give make-up tests when provided with an Absence Memo, 
which requires documentation.  Bring the documentation to the Absence Memo Office located at 67 
George Street (between Stern Center and Glebe Street), and a representative from the Absence Memo 
Office will notify me of your excused absence.  You may then come to me to arrange your make-up 
exam.  Any unexcused (ie. Memo-less) test absence will result in a 0 for the test.   
 
Evaluation and Grading 
 
A weighted percentage system will be used to determine grades, which breaks down as follows: 
 

• 15%: Attendance and Participation 
• 25%: Midterm Exam 
• 35%: Final Exam 
• 25%: Writing Assignments  

 
Each of your exams will be worth roughly 130 points, depending on how much information is 
available for the slide identifications.  Writing assignments are worth 25 points each for a total of 125 
points.   
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The following definitions of achievement are used to assign grades: 
 

A Outstanding work, far above the minimum requirements necessary for completing an 
assignment or demonstrating understanding on an exam 

B Work that is significantly above the minimum requirements necessary for completing 
an assignment or demonstrating understanding on an exam 

C  Work that meets the minimum requirements necessary for completing an assignment or 
demonstrating understanding on an exam 

D Work deserving of credit, even though it does not meet the minimum requirements 
necessary for completing an assignment or demonstrating understanding on an exam 

F  Work that falls substantially below the minimum requirements necessary for 
completing an assignment or demonstrating understanding on an exam 

 
The following percentages are used in order to assign letter grades: 

 
94-100% A 87-89% B+ 77-79% C+ 67-69% D+ 0-59% F 
90-93% A- 84-86% B 74-76% C 64-66% D  

 80-83% B- 70-73% C- 60-63% D-  
 

Midterm grades will be based on all writing assignments and exams completed before DATE. 
 
Other Important Information 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and plagiarism are violations of our Honor Code that, when 
identified, are investigated. Each incident will be examined to determine the degree of deception 
involved. Incidents where the instructor determines the student’s actions are related more to a 
misunderstanding will handled by the instructor. A written intervention designed to help prevent 
the student from repeating the error will be given to the student. The intervention, submitted by 
form and signed both by the instructor and the student, will be forwarded to the Dean of Students 
and placed in the student’s file.  
 
Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly by the instructor and/or others 
having knowledge of the incident to the Dean of Students. A student found responsible by the 
Honor Board for academic dishonesty will receive a XF in the course, indicating failure of the 
course due to academic dishonesty. This grade will appear on the student’s transcript for two 
years after which the student may petition for the X to be expunged. The student may also be 
placed on disciplinary probation, suspended (temporary removal) or expelled (permanent 
removal) from the College by the Honor Board.  
 
Research conducted and/or papers written for other classes cannot be used in whole or in part for 
any assignment in this class without obtaining prior permission from the instructor. Students can 
find the complete Honor Code and all related processes in the Student Handbook at 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honorsystem/studenthandbook/index.phpPlagiarism is defined as a 
studying copying material from a printed or electronic source without sufficient citation, or 



 

 5 

copying material from another student.  The College of Charleston has an Honor Code that 
prohibits cheating, plagiarizing, and all other forms of academic dishonesty.  (Please see 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php)  The minimum penalty 
for any act of academic dishonesty will be a 0 on the given assignment/exam.   
 
Disability Services 
 
Any student with a documented disability should contact the Center for Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/) at 843-953-1431, Lightsey Center (Suite 104) to arrange for 
appropriate accommodations.  If you have already met with this office and have approved 
accommodations, please provide me with your Professor Notification Letter (PNL).  I would like 
to speak with you about your specific needs as soon as possible – we can meet either after class 
or, if you would like privacy, during my office hours. 
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COURSE CALENDAR 
I reserve the right to change this syllabus—including lecture schedule, readings and assigned 
work/exams—as necessary!  I will always announce changes in class, via email and on OAKS. 

 
FIRST DAY: INTRODUCTIONS AND SYLLABUS 
 
UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM & THE FIELD OF ISLAMIC ART 

• Be sure to read and understand the syllabus 
• Jessica Streit, “A Brief Summary of Rise of Islam and the Field of Islamic Art.”  

Available on OAKS.   
 
UNIT 2: THE UMAYYADS, I 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Two: “Architecture and Architectural 
Decoration;” “The Dome of the Rock,” 15-20 

• Due DATE: Short Writing Assignment I, Formal Analysis 
 
UNIT 3: THE UMAYYADS, II 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Two: “The Congregational Mosque;” “The 
Mosques of al-Walid;” “Umayyad Cities and Palaces,” 20-26; 36-51  

 
UNIT 4: THE ABBASIDS 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Two: “Ninth Century Mosques;” “Abbasid 
Cities and Palaces;” “Architectural Decoration;” “The Art of the Object;” “The Art of the 
Book,” 30-36; 51-78 

• Due DATE: Short Writing Assignment II, Comparative Analysis 
 
UNIT 5: UMAYYAD AND TAIFA AL-ANDALUS 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Three 
 
UNIT 6: SHIISM, I, EARLY ISLAMIC IRAN AND CENTRAL ASIA 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Four; Chapter Five: “Architecture and 
Architectural Decoration;” “The Monuments;” “The Art of the Object;” “The Art of the 
Book,” 139-159, 165-183 

 
IN-CLASS MIDTERM EXAM ON DATE 

 
UNIT 7: SHIISM II, THE FATIMIDS 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Six: Part I, 187-214 
• Due DATE: Short Writing Assignment III, Blog Post 

 
UNIT 8: THE SALJUQS, AYYUBIDS AND THE SUNNI REVIVAL 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Six: Part II, 215-265  
 
UNIT 9: THE ALMORAVIDS AND ALMOHADS 

• Ettinghausen, Grabar and Jenkins, Chapter Seven  
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**PLEASE NOTE THAT FROM HERE ON OUT, YOUR TEXTBOOK READING CAN BE FOUND ON RESERVE!** 

 
UNIT 10: THE MAMLUKS 

• Blair, Bloom and Ettinghausen, Chapters Six, Seven and Eight (Up to the Late Period for 
Ch. 8; these are short chapters) 

• Due DATE: Short Writing Assignment IV, Museum Label 
 
UNIT 11: THE ILKHANIDS 

• Blair, Bloom and Ettinghausen, Chapters Two and Three (Again, these are short 
chapters) 

 
UNIT 12: THE TIMURIDS 

• Blair, Bloom and Ettinghausen, Chapter Four; Chapter Five (Early Period only for Ch. 5) 
 
UNIT 13: THE NASRIDS 

• Blair, Bloom and Ettinghausen, Chapter Nine (Skip the Hafsids) 
• Due DATE: Short Writing Assignment V, Exhibit Review 

 
FINAL EXAM TO BE HELD IN LOCATION, FROM TIME TO TIME, ON DATE 

 
 
 
 







College of Charleston 

HIST 276 (MWF 1:00- 1: 50) 

ISLAMIC HISTORY AND CIVILIZATION (600-1500) 

Instructor: Prof. Rana Mikati 

Office: Maybank Hall 309 

Email: mikatir@cofc.edu 

Office hours: M W 2:00- 3:00 or by appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course explores the rise, development and maturation of Islamic civilization, ca. 600-1500 CE. Attention is 
given to political institutions, as well as social and cultural developments. In addition to the lectures and readings 
from secondary sources, students are asked to engage directly with primary source materials, thereby viewing 
Islamic history through an academic and native lens.   
This course has been approved to satisfy Category 2 of the Foreign Language Alternative program. Upon the 
completion of this course, students will use models and theories to analyze a cross-cultural issue (program learning 
outcome 2). 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1) To gain familiarity with the most important events, individuals and themes in Islamic
History

2) To provide a clear overview of the historical trajectory of the Near East from the rise of
Islam through its transformation into a world civilization.

3) To analyze primary and secondary sources and draw conclusions.
4) To introduce students to some of the challenges, debates and themes in the study of

Islamic History.

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

This course meets the following General Education requirements for Humanities: 
Student Learning Outcome 1: Students analyze how ideas are represented, interpreted 
or valued in various expressions of human culture. 
Student Learning Outcome 2: Students examine relevant primary source materials as 
understood by the discipline and interpret the material in writing assignments. 

This course meets the following General Education requirements for History: 
Student Learning Outcome 1: Students demonstrate knowledge of history and 



awareness of the historical experience.  
Student Learning Outcome 2: Students situate primary historical records in their 
context and use sources to construct historical arguments. 
 

In HIST 276, these outcomes are assessed via: 1) three quizzes and two map assignments that 
demonstrate knowledge of history, and 2) weekly discussion and five essays that require the 
analysis of primary texts showing the ability to situate documents in their historical context.  

REQUIRED READINGS:  

Vernon O. Egger, A History of the Muslim World to 1405: The Making of a Civilization, 2004. 
(Required)  
 
Additional primary source readings will be posted on OAKS.   
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  
 

• Some of the Primary sources in English translation available at 
 Internet Islamic History Sourcebook (compiled by Paul Halsall)  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/islam/islamsbook.html 

 

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:  

1. Attendance and Participation  15%  

Monday	  and	  Wednesday,	  the	  class	  will	  convene	  for	  lecture.	  The	  textbook	  readings	  (Egger)	  
are	  typically	  assigned	  for	  these	  two	  days.	  	  It	  is	  your	  responsibility	  to	  keep	  up	  with	  the	  
textbook	  because	  the	  lectures	  will	  not	  focus	  primarily	  on	  narrative.	  	  Additionally,	  this is not 
a “lecture” course in any traditional sense; that is, one where you can expect to passively acquire 
a certain quantity of “knowledge” through note-taking, after which you would be tested on your 
memory retention. Questions are expected and encouraged with ten minutes reserved at the end 
of the session.  
The Friday session is reserved	  for	  the	  discussion	  of	  primary	  sources	  and	  scholarly	  articles.	  
You	  will	  be	  provided	  with	  a	  checklist	  of	  questions	  that	  will	  help	  you	  through	  your	  primary	  
text	  in	  translation.	  	  	  
The	  readings	  that	  include	  the	  textbook	  and	  other	  occasional	  additional	  articles	  for	  Monday	  
and	  Wednesday	  and	  Primary	  Sources	  for	  Friday	  are	  indicated	  on	  a	  separate	  Class	  Schedule.	  	  
Any	  student	  with	  six	  or	  more	  absences	  from	  discussion	  will	  be	  dropped	  from	  the	  class.	  	  
 
2. Map Quiz     5% 

3. Three Quizzes    30% 



These quizzes consist of a number of brief identifications of names, terms, and concepts covered 
in the lectures and readings (textbook and primary). There will be no essay examination for this 
class.  

4. Five short essays     50 %   

1- 2 pages, typed, double spaced on selected primary sources will be required for the course. 
These stand in lieu of essay questions on an examination. The purpose of these papers is three- 
fold: (1) to stimulate you to think more carefully about certain questions covered in the course, 
2) to engage you in the primary sources, and (3) to exercise your skills in writing an historical 
essay. 

PAPERS MUST BE HANDED IN PUNCTUALLY. Papers are due during class on Friday. 

 

ACADEMIC HONOR CODE: 

The academic honor code forbids lying, cheating, and plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined as 
presenting the work of others as your own and copying sources without citation. Plagiarism or 
cheating on an exam will result in an XF grade for the course. Students can find the complete 
Honor Code and all related processes in the Student Handbook at  
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION:  

The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. 
Students should apply at the Center for Disability Services / SNAP, located on the first floor of 
the Lightsey Center, Suite 104. Students approved for accommodations have the responsibility of 
notifying me, during my office hours, as soon as possible and of contacting me one week before 
accommodation is needed.  

 
CLASS BEHAVIOR: 

Please, turn off your phones before class. Texting, messaging, checking email, facebook, etc…is 
not allowed during class time. If you must use a laptop or ipad/tablet to take notes, expect me to 
periodically check that you are not distracting yourself (and others who can see your screen).  

 

This is a working document. I reserve the right to revise this schedule during the semester. 
Materials may be added or subtracted after the start of the term with due notice.  

 



Week I  Introducing Islamic History 

W: Course Organization:  

F: Preliminaries: Navigating strange names, dates and languages. Terms, Nomenclature, Dating 
system, and transliteration. Introduction to important sources.  

 

Week II  The Context of the Rise of Islam: Byzantine, Sasanian and Arabian Contexts 

M: Introduction to Late Antiquity the Byzantine and Sasanian Empires 

 Readings: Egger, 4- 15. 

W: The Arabian environment on the eve of Islam 

 Readings: Egger, 16-20. 

F: Discussion  

Primary Sources: Selections from the Pre-Islamic Arabian “Hanged” Poems 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/640hangedpoems.asp 

MAP QUIZ 

 

Week III  Muhammad: The Man and the Prophet 

M: Muhammad’s Arabia: Methodology and Challenges for Modern Scholarship 

Readings: Patricia Crone, “What do we really know about Muhammad?” 
http://www.opendemocracy.net/faith-europe_islam/mohammed_3866.jsp 

Fred Donner, Muhammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam (Harvard University 
Press, 2011), 39-50 

  

W: Historiography: Muhammad’s Legacy; Preliminary Introduction to hadith 

 Readings: Egger, 20-32. 

F: Discussion “The Historical Muhammad”? 

Primary Sources: Excerpts from The Life of Muhammad: A translation of Ishaq’s Sirat 
Rasul Allah, translated by Alfred Guillaume (Oxford University Press).  



Optional: View lecture by Jonathan Brown “Abiding Stereotypes about Prophet 
Muhammad in the Medieval and Modern West,” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hfBYlwIoIu8 

 

PAPER # 1 DUE: How do the views of Donner and Crone differ on the historical Muhammad? 

 

Week  IV The Qur’an and Early Islam 

M: The Holy Book of Islam: Formal, Literary, and Thematic Aspects of the Qur’an 

Readings: Michael Cook, The Koran: A Very Short Introduction, (Oxford University 
Press), 117-143.  

W: The Qur’an in art and history 

F: Discussion 

Primary Sources: Qur’an, Suras 89, 99, 100, 101; Sura 2 verses 221-242; Sura 4 verses. 1-25; 
Sura 12  "Joseph". Compare Sura 12 with Genesis 37, 39, 42-45. 

PAPER #2 DUE: based on your reading of Joseph in the Qur’an and its comparison with the 
Genesis account, how would you characterize the Qur’anic narrative? 

 

Week  V  The Age of Conquest, Early Institutions and Views of the Origin 

M: The Age of the Conquests/Early Institutions  

Readings: Egger, pages 33-43. 

W: View of Islamic Origins  

 Readings: Egger, 44-61.  

Optional: View a lecture by Fred Donner, “How Islam Began.” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5RFK5u5lkhA 

F: Discussion 

F. M. Donner, “Islam, Conquests of,” Dictionary of the Middle Ages 



Primary Sources: The History of al-Tabari, vol. XII, “The Battle of al-Qadisiyya and the 
Conquest of Syria Palestine,” 13-15 (on mobilization of troops); 92-95 (on the battle); 199-204 
(on the diwan).  

QUIZ #1  

 

Week VI  Crisis, Empire and Sectarianism: The Rise and Fall of the Umayyad Dynasty 

M: Normative Islam and Sectarianism 

Readings: Egger, 62-69, 73-80. 

W: Proto-Sects, Islamic creeds 

 Readings: Egger, 80-84.  

F: Discussion 

Primary Sources:  History of Al-Tabari, vol.  XV, "The Crisis of the Early Caliphate," 1
 81- 207 (accounts about the mutiny against ‘Uthman).  

Week VII Revolution: The Abbasid Classical Age 

M: The Abbasid Movement and Abbasid Rule 

 Readings: Egger, 69- 72. 

W:  Samarra period; Crisis of the Caliphate 

Readings: Egger, pages 85-93. 

F: Discussion 

Primary Sources: Charles Pellat (transl.), The Life and Works of Jahiz, 62-66 (Shi'ite Doctrine 
and the Imamate); 91-97 (Merits of Turks, other nations); 272-275 (Tradesmen, Officialdom, 
Secretaries). 

 

Week VIII The Dissolution of an Empire: Provincial Autonomy and Rival Caliphates 

M: Fatimids in North Africa and Egypt 

Readings: Egger,  94-98 

W: Umayyads in Spain 



 Readings: Egger, 98-104. 

Quiz #2  

Week IX An Islamic Way of Life 

M:  Commerce, Cities and Agriculture 

Readings: Egger, 104-112. 

W: Law  

 Readings: Egger, 114-122, 302-304 

F: Discussion 

 Primary Sources: Qur’an 2: 149-50; 5: 6; 11: 14; 17: 78-9; 62: 9-10. Hadith from Bukhari 
on Prayer; al-Quduri on Prayer 

PAPER # 3 DUE: What does the Qur’an tell us about ritual prayer and what does it not tell us? 
What do the hadiths seem to be focused on? How do you think the formulations in al-Quduri’s 
text were reached? 

 

Week X The Crusades 

Readings: Egger, pages 172-181. 

Primary Sources: “The Speech of Pope Urban” and “the Fall of Jerusalem” from The First 
Crusade: The Chronicle of Fulcher of Chartres and Other Source Material (2nd edition), Edited 
by Edward Peters (Philadelphia University Press, 1998); Excerpts from the Autobiography of 
Usama ibn Munqidh from Arab Historians of the Crusades, trans. Francesco Gabrieli and E.J. 
Costello (Dorset Press, 1989). 

PAPER #4 DUE: Contrast the motives of Urban II on the Crusade with the portrayal of their 
motives by Usama b. Munqidh.  

 

Week XI  The Mongol Invasions and the Rise of Turkic Polities 

M: The Mongols 

 Readings: Egger, 188-198, 260-268.  

W: The Mamluks, Delhi Sultans and the Ottomans 



Readings: Egger, pages 269-288.  

Primary Sources: al-Jahiz, “On the Merits of the Turks.”  

 

Week XII The Islamic West 

M No Class 

W The Loss of al-Andalus 

Readings: Egger, 162-168, 182-187.  

F: Discussion 

Primary Sources:    "A Muslim-Christian Treaty" from O. Constable, Medieval Iberia, 
37-38.  

QUIZ #3 

Week XIII An Islamic Way of Life:  Education and Identities 

M: Education 

Readings: Egger, pages, 219-225. 

W:  Identities 

 Readings: Egger, 229-251, 282-3.  

F: Islamic Art 

(TBA) 

 

Week XIV An Islamic Way of Life: Sufism, Philosophy and Science 

M Sufism 

Readings: Egger, pages 123-137, 205-213.  

W: Philosophy and Science 

 Readings: Egger, 199-204 

F: Disucssion 



Primary Sources: Excerpt from al-Ghazali: Deliverance from Error, trans. W. M. Watt; 
al-Hallaj, Ta’ Sin, trans. Michael Sells.  

Optional: View video on Science and Islam, from the BBC on: 

http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/science-and-islam/ 

PAPER #5 DUE: the readings from al-Ghazali and al-Hallaj highlight a difference of attitude on 
the roles of law and mysticism, what are these roles and how are they presented? 
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HIST 277 

History of the Modern Middle East 
Spring 2012 Instructor: Dr. Yiğit Akın 

Meeting Time: MWF 9:00-9:50 a.m. Office: Maybank Hall 311 (Phone: 843.953.7328) 

Room: Maybank Hall 317  Office Hours: MWF 10:00-11:00 a.m. (or by appointment) 

e-mail: akiny@cofc.edu 

DESCRIPTION 

This course presents a foundational overview of the social, cultural, economic, and political 
history of the Middle East in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It aims to go beyond the 
simplistic generalizations and stereotypes about the region and its people by introducing 
students to the complexities of the region’s modern history and its present. The course also aims 
to enable students to adopt an informed and critical perspective on the region’s current conflicts 
and challenges. We will pay particular attention to the following topics: nineteenth century 
reformism (political, military, economic, and religious); economic dependency and imperialism; 
the impact of economic, political, and cultural penetration of Europe into the Middle East; 
nationalism and nation state formation; the Arab-Israeli conflict; women’s experiences; U.S. 
involvement in the region; the Islamic Revolution in Iran; and the rise of Islamist movements. 
This course offers students the chance to explore these issues through a variety of media—
academic works, film, fiction, and other primary sources. 
This course has been approved to satisfy Category 3 of the Foreign Language Alternative 
program. Upon completion of this course, students will contextualize and analyze artifacts, 
practices, and perspectives from cultures in a specific world region (program learning outcome 
3).
OBJECTIVES  

Students who successfully complete the course will have: 

1) gained a better understanding of the history of the Middle East from 1800 to the present
and of the historical forces that shaped the region; 

2) provided with informed understanding to go beyond the stereotypical images and
opinions about the region and its people; 

3) sharpened their skills in analyzing historical data and reaching informed conclusions
about those data; 

4) learned to think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical
sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical 
contexts;  

5) refined their ability to express ideas and produce convincing arguments.
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TEXTS  

The following required texts are available at the College of Charleston Bookstore. You are 
welcome to look on-line for cheaper copies of the books.   

 
1. James L. Gelvin, The Modern Middle East: A History, Third Edition (Oxford 

University Press, 2011) ISBN: 978-0-19-976605-5 

2. Akram Fouad Khater, Sources in the History of the Modern Middle East, Second 
Edition (Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2011) ISBN: 978-0-618-95853-5 

3. Sahar Khalifeh, Wild Thorns (Interlink Publishing Group, 1999) ISBN: 978-
1566563369 

Additionally, from time to time I will hand out important documents relevant to the 
lectures so that we may consider them in depth. 

GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Requirements for this course include: 
  

Midterm Exam    25% 

Writing Assignment   20% 

Final Exam     35% 

Movie Review Assignment    5%  

Quizzes, Attendance & Participation 15% 

Total      100% 

 
Grades will be calculated on the following scale 
 

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F 
100-93 92-90 89-87 86-83 82-80 79-77 76-73 72-70 69-67 66-63 62-60 59-0 

 

Exams 

All students are expected to take the exams and turn in all assignments at the announced 
dates and times. Both the midterm and the final will be in essay format and they will be in-
class tests (dates marked on syllabus). Prior to the exams, a list of study questions will be 
distributed. The questions that will appear on the exam will be selected from the list of 
study questions. Apart from content, correct grammar, spelling and writing style will be 
used to determine your grade in these exams. 
 

Quizzes  

To help keep you on track with the readings, you will receive several quizzes over the 
course of the semester. Quizzes will consist of multiple-choice questions based on the 
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readings assigned. The quizzes are intended simply to ascertain whether you have done 
the reading, and they should be easy if you’ve read the material carefully.  
 

Writing Assignment 

Each student will complete a written assignment based on the reading of Sahar Khalifeh’s 
Wild Thorns, our textbook, primary sources, and our in-class lectures and discussions. You 
will write a 4-5 page paper based on specific questions that will be provided in advance.  
 

Movie Review Assignment 

You will also write a two-page review of/reaction to a film with a Middle Eastern theme 
and/or setting. Your review should summarize the events portrayed in the film and how 
they relate to what we have learned in this course. Movie review assignments must be 
submitted to me before the last day of classes.  
 

Assigned Readings   

Due to the extreme time limitations imposed upon us by the subject matter, we may not be 
able to cover every detail in the textbook, so it is extremely important for you to keep up 
with the assigned readings. Weekly reading assignments are listed in the course syllabus.  
You are expected to have completed each assignment by class time on the week it is 
listed. There is a large amount of diverse information in this course; you can’t hope to master 
it by cramming at the last minute. 
 

Attendance and Participation 

Attendance, participation, and quizzes are worth 15% of your final grade. You are 
expected to attend every scheduled session of the course, participate actively, and come 
prepared to discuss your ideas about the readings on the assigned date. Active class 
participation, informed discussion (in the form of questions and comments) necessitates 
that you have completed the reading assignment prior to class. Excessive absences will 
inevitably affect your participation grade as well as your preparedness for the exams. 
 

Assignment Make-Up Policy   

If for any family, medical, or personal emergency you find it necessary to miss a scheduled 
examination or assignment, you must contact me beforehand (preferably via e-mail).  
Written proof of excused absences is required.  
 

Students with Disabilities   

The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented 
disabilities. Students should apply at the Center for Disability Services/SNAP, located on 
the first floor of the Lightsey Center, Suite 104. Students approved for accommodations are 
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responsible for notifying me as soon as possible and for contacting me at least one week 
before any accommodation is needed. 
 

Honor Code   

The Honor Code of the College of Charleston, as described in the Student Handbook, will 
be stringently enforced in this course. Accordingly, any cases involving plagiarism or 
other forms of academic dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the course and will be 
reported to the College administration for disciplinary action. 
 

Classroom Etiquette   

During the class please turn off your cell phones, Blackberrys, iPhones, iPods, iPads or 
other handheld electronic devices. Please be conscientious to others’ feelings in class and 
treat other students respectfully.  
 

One Last Note   

I am available during office hours or by appointment. You are always welcome to talk 
about the week’s readings, assignments, or other matters. If you are struggling with this 
class, please speak with me. I am here to help you learn. Outside of class time and office 
hours, the easiest way to reach me is via e-mail. 
 
 

Week Date Topic & Assignment 

1 

1/9 (M) 

1/11 (W) 

1/13 (F) 

Introduction to the Course & Defining Islam, Defining the Middle East  

READING:  

 Bernard Lewis, “What Went Wrong?” The Atlantic Magazine (January 2002) 

 Adam Sabra, “What is Wrong with What Went Wrong?” MERIP (August, 2003) 

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 9-24. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 None for this week.  

FILM:  

 The Reel Bad Arabs (2006) 

2 

1/16 (M) 

1/18 (W) 

1/20 (F) 

“Gunpowder Empires” & the ME and the Modern World System 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 25-44. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Evliya Chelebi: Seyahatname 1 & 2 (Gelvin, 58-60) 

 The Travels of Sir John Chardin into Persia (Gelvin, 61-66)  
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3 

1/23 (M) 

1/25 (W) 

1/27 (F) 

(Quiz) 

New Global Balance of Power & Defensive Developmentalism 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 45-57; 69-86. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 1.1, 1.2, 1.5, 2.5 

QUIZ 1 (1/27, Friday) 

4 

1/30 (M) 

2/1 (W) 

2/3 (F) 

Imperialism in the Middle East  

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 87-99  

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 2.2, 2.3, 2.4 

 Algeria: Poetry of Loss (Gelvin, 167-68) 

5 

2/6 (M) 

2/8 (W) 

2/10 (F) 

Responses to Modernity: Intellectual, Cultural, & Political Reactions 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 100-109; 133-157 & the photo essay (110-
132) 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 3.1, 1.4 

 Muhammad Abduh: The Theology of Unity (Gelvin, 171-72) 

 Namik Kemal, Extract from the Journal Hurriyet (Gelvin, 173-74).  

 The Journals of an Ottoman Student in England, July 1829 to January 1830 

 Science in Religious Education: A Fatwa from Cairo, 1888 

6 

2/13 (M) 

2/15 (W) 

2/17 (F) 

(Quiz) 

World War I & State-Building in the Middle East 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 180-195. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 4.3, 5.1, 5.3 

QUIZ 2 (2/17, Friday) 

7 

2/20 (M) 

2/22 (W) 

2/24 (F) 

 

Rise of Nationalisms and Nation States  

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 196-216. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 5.4, 5.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 

8 
2/27 (M) 

2/29 (W) 

Authoritarian States in the Middle East 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 233-255. 
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PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 7.1, 7.2, 7.6, 6.3 

 Speech Delivered by President Gamal Abd al-Nasser at Port Said on the 
Occasion of Victory Day on 23 December 1961 (Gelvin, 327-28) 

 Zakaria Tamer: Tigers on the Tenth Day (Gelvin, 328-30)  

 The Program of the Bacath (Arab Socialist Resurrection) Party, 1963 

MID-TERM EXAM 

MARCH, 2 (Friday) at 9:00 am-9:50 am in Maybank Hall 317 

SPRING BREAK (March, 3-11) 

9 

3/12 (M) 

3/14 (W) 

3/16 (F) 

The Israeli-Palestinian Dispute 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 217-226, 283-293. 

 Sahar Khalifeh, Wild Thorns, first half. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 4.2, 4.4, 5.2, 5.8, 5.9, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9 

 Theodor Herzl: A Solution of the Jewish Question (Gelvin, 228-30) 

 Mahmud Darwish: Eleven Planets in the Last Andalusian Sky  

10 

3/19 (M) 

3/21 (W) 

3/23 (F) 

(Quiz) 

Oil and US Involvement in the Middle East 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 256-282. 

 Sahar Khalifeh, Wild Thorns, second half. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 10.1, 10.2, 10.3  

QUIZ 3 (3/23, Friday) 

11 

3/26 (M) 

3/28 (W) 

3/30 (F) 

The Iranian Revolution 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 294-306. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 6.1, 7.3, 7.5 

 Ayatollah Khomeini: Islamic Government (Gelvin, 333-34)  

FILM:  

 Selected clips from Persepolis (2006)  

12 
4/2 (M) 

4/4 (W) 

Women in the Middle East: Past & Present 

READING:  
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4/6 (F) 

(Quiz) 

 None for this week 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 5.6, 6.2, 9.1, 9.2, 9.7 

QUIZ 4 (4/6, Friday) 

 

13 

4/9 (M) 

4/11 (W) 

4/13 (F) 

Political Islam 

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 307-318. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 8.1, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5 

 Sayyid Qutb: Milestones (Gelvin, 334-36) 

FILM:  

 Selected clips from Crossing the Bridge: Sound of Istanbul (2005) 

14 

4/16 (M) 

4/18 (W) 

4/20 (F) 

The Arab Spring and the ME in the “Age of Globalization”  

READING:  

 Gelvin, The Modern Middle East, 319-326, 1-8. 

PRIMARY SOURCES:  

 Khater, documents 9.4, 9.8, 10.5, 10.6 

15 4/23 (M) Concluding Remarks 

FINAL EXAM 

APRIL, 25 (Wednesday) at 8:00-11:00 a.m. in Maybank Hall 317 
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