
General Education Committee Meeting 

9/27/17 

Attendees: Wesley Burnett, Kevin Keenan, Lisa Covert (Chair), Mary Beth Heston, Susan 
Divine; Ex-officio: Lynne Ford, Giaconda Quesdada 

 

Agenda Item Discussion Points Decision Action 
Needed 

1. Call to order  

2. Approval of 

minutes 

Lisa Covert called the meeting to order at 
3:30pm. 
Minutes from previous year were approved 

N/A 

3. Nomination of 

committee 

secretary 

Kristen Ashworth had self-nominated, Susan 
Divine will be the alternate secretary. 

Final decision will be 
made at next 
meeting. 

4. Committee 

webpage 

In consultation with Megan Gould, although 
we are not required to have a faculty 
webpage, the committee agreed that it would 
be desirable and helpful. Using the 
Curriculum committee webpage as a 
template, the General Education committee 
webpage could include: approval criteria; 
submission process (link to curriculog and 
link to training for curriculog); sample 
proposals; calendar of meetings; committee 
roster; background and rationale of 
committee; link to members for questions. 
 
The committee secretary would be primarily 
in charge of maintaining the webpage.  

N/A 

5. Agenda for 

coming year: 

Math Alternative 

In the coming year the committee will be 
reviewing a math alternative program and the 
GenEd committee will need to solicit courses 
and review those courses. The timeline 
suggested for this is to have proposals due in 
December. While a seemingly brief timeline, 

Chair will follow up 
with Nominating 
committee 



and Gen Ed 

proposals 

the general idea is that many of these courses 
already exist in the books, but do not count 
toward the Gen Ed math alternative 
requirement.  
 
In order to understand and discuss these 
proposals, the committee needs to replace a 
member from math and science. Lisa Covert 
will work on securing this final member of 
the GenEd committee. 
 
The due dates for those GenEd proposals not 
related to the math alternative will be set for 
November 1st and February 1st.  
 
Ex-officio member Lynne Ford emphasized 
the need for accountability in maintaining 
re-certification requirements. One issue has 
been the oversight of special topics courses, 
especially study abroad courses, that count for 
credits toward Gen Ed. The question was 
asked if the assessment of student artifacts 
was sufficient accountability. In theory, yes, 
and the college also depends on the various 
Department chairs to maintain standards. 
Those courses taught as part of a study abroad 
experience pose problems of oversight in how 
the course is taught, what information is in 
the syllabus (especially when it’s not a 
directed CofC program), and how to decipher 
the outcomes when assessment artifacts are 
not provided.  
 
Lynne Ford suggested a Study abroad 
humanities GenEd course title such as HUMT 
or SOCT (T standing for “travel). However, 
there must be a department housing the 
course. The committee discussed who would 
house these courses and concluded that the 
best place would be the Deans office. The 
committee discussed putting together a 
proposal, which would be breached first at the 
monthly deans meeting. To begin the process 
of preparing the proposal, the committee will 



get a list of faculty who regularly deal with 
these issues to provide input.  
 
The question also arose as to if these courses 
would count towards department or major 
credit. Typically departments have handled 
this by cross-listing a course.  

6. Agenda for 

coming year: 

Assessment and 

re-certification 

The committee discussed assessment overall 
as well as the re-certification process in order 
to understand what works, and what does not 
work in various departments. The committee 
questioned how to approach departments that 
are not reaching their ILEP goals. There was 
a consensus that often departments are 
unaware of the data and, especially, the 
different types of data that were available 
from the assessment process.  

The committee will 
work on an email to 
department chairs 
about this assessment 
information. 

7. Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm.  

   
 


