
General Education Committee Meeting 

10/11/17 

Attendees: Kristen Ashworth, Wesley Burnett, Kevin Keenan, Lisa Covert (Chair), Mary Beth 
Heston, Susan Divine; Ex-officio: Lynne Ford 

 

Agenda Item Discussion Points Decision Action 
Needed 

1. Call to order  

 

Lisa Covert called the meeting to order at 
3:37pm. 
 

N/A 

2. Approval of 

minutes 

 

 Minutes from 9/27/17 
were approved 

3. Review ECON 101 

Gen Ed proposal 

Lisa Covert provided the worksheet that was 
used last year as a tool during proposal 
reviews.  
 
Discussion of proposal: 

- The signature assignment will be a 

question on an exam or a written 

assignment.  If it’s an exam question, 

the grade breakdown does not 

specifically state how many points the 

question would count.  

- The SLO is buried in the syllabus. 

 
Discussion of language in form: 

- The language could be more concise. 

 

Committee voted in 
favor of accepting 
ECON 101 as a Gen 
Ed course, pending 
edits to the syllabus 
(e.g., clarifying 
assignment, clearly 
stating SLO). 



4. Website update Lisa Covert shared that she and Kristen 
Ashworth will be meeting with Megan Gould 
Friday to begin the process with developing a 
website for the Gen Ed Committee. 
 

 

5. Review 2014-17 

Gen Ed assessment 

results 

Lisa Covert shared the 2014-17 assessment 
data and described how benchmarks are 
typically set.  Lynne Ford shared information 
regarding adjustments that have been made to 
benchmarks; in hindsight, our first-year data 
could have served as a baseline without having 
set a benchmark.  
 
Lisa Covert posed questions to the committee: 
How can we use this data to improve Gen Ed? 
What form of data would programs and 
departments want? 
 
Lynne Ford shared that one of the biggest 
challenges is communication back to the 
departments after assessments have been 
graded. 
 
We have the ability to disaggregate data by 
department or program, but we haven’t done it 
because of the principle behind it that it 
wouldn’t be used to target individual 
programs. 
 
The committee discussed some of the problems 
with signature assignments that we’ve seen in 
the past.  
 
Lynne Ford suggested that we ask departments 
to commit a month to review data and reflect 
on assessment.  One option could have a 
representative from the ARG attend the 
meeting. 
 
How can we make review of data and 
reflection a meaningful process? 
 

Committee will 
communicate with 
deans that we would 
like departments to 
commit one month 
(one department 
meeting) to address 
assessment data, 
possibly January.  An 
announcement will 
also be made at a 
Senate meeting. 



6. Review and 

approve email for 

department chairs 

and program 

directors about 

assessment data 

After our conversation about reviewing data 
and reflecting, we will need to make edits to 
the email draft to include this information. 
 
Prompts we could include: 

- Are students getting what they could 

and should be getting from Gen Ed?  

 
Lynne Ford suggested that Lisa Covert attend 
the deans’ monthly meeting to discuss this 
with them. 
 

Lisa will attend the 
deans’ meeting before 
our next meeting. 

7. Study Abroad A question was raised about how study abroad 
courses can count as Gen Ed.  Lynne Ford 
explained this process. 
 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:28 PM. 

Next meeting: November 8, 2017 


