
General Education Committee Meeting 

01/17/2018 

Attendees: Kristen Ashworth, Jim Bowring, Wesley Burnett, Lisa Covert (Chair), Susan Divine, 
Mary Beth Heston, Kevin Keenan, Gia Quesada; Ex-officio: Lynne Ford; Guests: Deborah Mihal 
(Center for Disability Services), Larry Krasnoff (Philosophy Dept.) 

Agenda Item Discussion Points Decision or Action 
Needed 

1. Call to order  
 

Lisa Covert called the meeting to order at 
3:32PM. 
 

N/A 

2. Approval of 
minutes 

 

 Minutes from 
11/29/2017 were 
approved. 

3. Discuss and vote 
on proposal for 
PHIL 115 as a 
Math-Language 
alternative course 

Deborah Mihal shared a video on dyscalculia 
from Understood.org.  She also shared data 
on the number of students who qualify for 
math/logic alternatives (n=49). 
 
Jim Bowring shared concerns: (1) there is no 
signature assignment, but a quiz in its place; 
(2) statement about electronic devices.  
Committee discussed the issue with language.  
The committee determined that the quiz is 
okay and that electronic devices would be 
allowed if a student qualified for that 
accommodation. 
 
Larry Krasnoff shared rationale of PHIL 115 
as a math/logic alternative.  He added that for 
assessment purposes, a key would be 
provided for grading the logic problems. 
 
Gia Quesada recommended that we should 
require a statement in the syllabus that the 
course counts as math/logic alternative.  Does 
this mean that all syllabi for courses that 
serve as alternatives would need to have this 
statement added?  Deborah shared that 
there’s a master list that explains that courses 
can’t count as Gen Ed credit and credit for 
math/logic and/or foreign language 
alternatives. 
 

Vote: Unanimous 
vote to approve 
PHIL 115 as a 
math/logic 
alternative. 



Lisa Covert will be meeting with other 
departments to discuss the requirements for 
alternative courses.   
 

4. Discuss process 
for creating new 
forms/updating 
current forms for 
Curriculog  

We must develop forms for both foreign 
language and math/logic alternatives for 
Curriculog. 
 
Jim Bowring suggested that we make it very 
clear that we are looking for existing courses 
that could fulfill the requirements of 
alternatives (adding SLOs for Gen Ed 
requirements).  These are not new courses.  
 

 

5. Update on Gen Ed 
month 

Lisa Covert shared a draft email that she 
would like to send to department/program 
chairs related to Gen Ed Month.   
 
Suggestions: 

- Add that someone from Gen Ed 
Committee can attend 

- Will collect minutes after February 
- Send individually, rather than a group 

email, if possible 
- If programs/depts do not meet 

regularly, we ask that they call a 
meeting 

 
Discussing Gen Ed with students?  
Discussing Gen Ed in departmental meetings 
will be a good first step.  Gia shared some 
information about how seniors reflect on Gen 
Ed (they see value afterwards).  It was also 
noted that employers are looking for students 
who have had courses in Humanities. 
 

Lisa will send the 
email this week. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:22 PM. 


