
General Education Committee Meeting 

02/21/2018 

Attendees: Kristen Ashworth (Recorder), Jim Bowring, Wesley Burnett, Lisa Covert (Chair), 
Susan Divine, Mary Beth Heston, Kevin Keenan, Gia Quesada; Ex-officio: Lynne Ford 

Guests: Doug Freedman (International Studies), Jenifer Kopfman (Communications), Shawn 
Morrison (French), David Parisi (Communications) 

Agenda Item Discussion Points 
Decision or Action 

Needed 
1. Call to order  

 

Lisa Covert called the meeting to order at 3:30 
PM. 
 

N/A 

2. Approval of 

minutes 

 

No discussion Minutes from 
01/17/2018 were 
approved. 
 

3. INTL 290 

proposal 

Lisa Covert asked about the range of courses 
that this Special Topics course will follow. 
Doug Freedman explained that the focus of the 
course will be regional and that it will cover 
multiple topics. 
 
Lynne Ford asked if the directions to students 
could better align with the SLOs related to Gen 
Ed.  This is important for assessment purposes. 
Lisa Covert suggested that a clarification of the 
requirements to better align with the rubric 
would be helpful.  These suggestions should be 
shared with each faculty member that teaches 
this course. 
 

Unanimously 
approved  

4. COMM 215 

proposal 

Kevin Keenan asked whether the weight of an 
assignment should be clear on the syllabus. 
Lisa Covert explained that it’s appropriate to 
show the weight somewhere.  In the case of this 
course, where the signature assignment is a test 
question, this should be made clear somewhere 
(potentially on the test itself). 
 

Unanimously 
approved 
 
The committee will 
discuss the 4-credit 
course option at a 
future meeting (i.e., 
incentive to stay 
within major area). 



Lynne Ford raised the concern that the course is 
4 credits, but that students need 6 credits in this 
area (typically two 3-credit courses).  Jenifer 
Kopfman stated that the department already has 
another 4-credit course that counts towards Gen 
Ed. 
 
Lynne also raised a concern that 4-credit 
courses provide incentive to students to not 
branch out from their major courses.  This issue 
relates to the way the requirement is worded. 
 

5. FREN 334 

proposal 

Lisa Covert raised concerns about the SLOs in 
the syllabus, possibly a cut-and-paste issue. 
Shawn Morrison was surprised to see this and 
will fix it.  Lisa also asked about the oral 
portion of the assignment, and Shawn clarified 
that only the written portion should be counted 
as the signature assignment.  Shawn will clarify 
this language.  
 
Lisa asked Gia Quesada how assessment 
happens with foreign language courses.  Gia 
stated that the instructors grade them and 
upload the data for the ARGs. 
 

Unanimously 
approved pending 
corrections 
 
Shawn Morrison will 
correct the syllabus 
and signature 
assignment language. 

6. FREN 335 

proposal 

No discussion Unanimously 
approved 
 

7. FREN 336 

proposal 

As with FREN 334, the language needs to be 
corrected on the signature assignment to clarify 
that only the written portion counts for the 
signature assignment.  
 

Unanimously 
approved pending 
corrections 
 
Shawn Morrison will 
correct the syllabus 
and signature 
assignment language. 
 

8. FREN 337 

proposal 

No discussion Unanimously 
approved 
 



9. Update on Gen 

Ed Month 

Lisa Covert shared that she has not received a 
lot of response regarding Gen Ed Month.  She 
will send another reminder to department 
chairs.  At our next meeting, we will view and 
discussion what we receive from departments, 
which will potentially assist us with addressing 
some of the “big picture” questions we’ve had 
as a committee. 
 

All committee 
members should 
remind departments 
to discuss the role of 
Gen Ed in their 
departments. 

10. Gen Ed and 

students: Future 

plans? 

Lisa Covert suggested that we begin working on 
a plan to put in place to involve students in the 
Gen Ed process.  Gia Quesada asked about the 
data that were previously gathered.  Lisa asked 
Gia to make the student videos available to the 
committee and share on the committee’s 
website.  The committee discussed the 
possibility of reaching students in their 
freshman and senior years.  Lisa Covert asked 
whether the Student Body President should 
serve on our committee. 
 
Kevin Keenan shared some statements from an 
urban studies major regarding Gen Ed.  This 
student decided to major in Urban Studies after 
taking a Gen Ed course from the department.  
 
Lisa Covert asked committee what would be 
useful for our committee from students. 
Committee members discussed benefits of Gen 
Ed (e.g., many employers are looking to hire 
students with skills that come from Gen Ed 
courses).  Jim Bowring requested that we 
provide an opportunity for students to ask us 
questions about Gen Ed.  Lynne Ford suggested 
that we survey graduates about their 
perspectives on Gen Ed.  
 

The committee will 
reflect on today’s 
discussion and be 
ready to discuss it 
further and set 
concrete goals at our 
next meeting. 

11. Math 

alternatives 

options 

Lisa Covert pointed out that we have only had 
one proposal for Math Alternatives.  Most 
courses on the target list were part of Computer 
Science.  Jim Bowring suggested that we check 
some HHP.  

Kristen Ashworth 
will check with 
TEDU about 
potential courses. 
Jim Bowring will 
review the Computer 
Science course list 
and work with Lisa to 



convince the 
department/ 
instructors to propose 
courses.  
 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:27 PM. 

The next meeting will be held on March 7, 2018 at 3:30 PM. 


