
General Education Committee Meeting 

09/20/2018 

Attendees: Susan Kattwinkel (Chair), Susan Divine (Recorder), Alex Kasman, Allison Jones, Chris Mothorpe, 
Emily Skinner, Gia Quesada 

Agenda Item Discussion  Decision or Action needed 
1. Call to 

order  
Susan Kattwinkel called the meeting to order 
at 3:30pm.  

N/A 

2. Math 
alternative 

The committee discussed how to recruit and 
approve classes for the math alternative.  

Questions were raised about how we could 
find appropriate courses without fully 
understanding how this particular disability 
manifests itself. Input from both computer 
science and mathematics would be helpful in 
determining appropriate classes. For example, 
are there classes in the math department that 
would be appropriate? For example, Math 103  
has very little to do with “numbers” and 
might be appropriate for these students.  

Other options discussed were geology, 
historic preservation.  

What is the next part of the process and the 
timeline? The committee discussed how the 
courses will be approved and what the role of 
the committee is in approving alternative 
courses.  

What is the timeline to resolve this issue? No 
time line can be set until the committee has 
more information.  

 

Susan Kattwinkel will 
invite Bill Manaris from 
computer science to the 
meeting to discuss options 
for classes in their 
curriculum appropriate for 
this accommodation.  

Susan Kattwinkel will 
contact Richard Nunan 
about classes in 
philosophy that would 
likewise be appropriate for 
the accommodation.  

Alex Kasman will discuss 
with his department the 
possibility of creating a 
math 103 class that could 
be accommodate students 
with dyscalculia.  

Will invite Deb Mihal, 
Kristen Ashworth, and a 
representative from the 
math department to talk to 
each other about the 
appropriateness of the 
classes for students with 
this disability.  

3. Gen ed 
month 

Continue General Education Month 
conversations with departments and 
programs. 

Questions:  

- How to make the conversation in 
departments about General education 
less about assessment and more about 

This conversation will 
continue in the coming 
months.  

Gia Quesada will share 
videos from previous 
years of students talking 
about GenEd.  



the classes and contributions of each 
department. 

- Is this about collecting data or about 
public relations?  

- Help people to appreciate the role of 
Gen ed 

- If it is a PR thing, what information 
could be gather ahead of time?  

- Student focus groups to talk about 
Gen Ed.  

- Is this covered in orientation? FYE? 
- What kind of information do we want? 
- Senior or Alumni surveys? Did a 

student change his/her major based on 
a GedEd?  

Share responses from 
students in capstone 
classes. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

General Education Committee 2018-2019 

Topics for consideration this year 

The committee recommends that the 2018-2019 committee follow up on these items: 

● Continue discussions about developing a new assessment cycle 
● Continue General Education Month conversations with departments and programs 
● Discuss and clarify expectations for the extent to which courses proposed for the Humanities requirement 
demonstrate an engagement with primary sources throughout the syllabus 
● Continue to recruit courses to certify for the Math/Logic Alternative 
● Develop a survey to solicit student feedback on Gen Ed (especially alumni) 
● Continue discussion about Special Topics and study abroad courses in conjunction with members of other relevant 
college-wide committees 
 

Other items that have come up in discussions: 

Creating a space on the college website to explain Gen Ed to students. 

Math alternative language – to mirror that of foreign language. 

 http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/cds-resources/math-alternatives/course-alternatives.php 

 http://registrar.cofc.edu/pdf/alt-lang-master-list-fall-2016.pdf 

http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/cds-resources/math-alternatives/course-alternatives.php
http://registrar.cofc.edu/pdf/alt-lang-master-list-fall-2016.pdf

